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YOASTOR AND {EEOPLE.

EMMANUEL.

** They shall call hus nam;.{;‘_mmmucl. which being inter-
preted, is God with us."—MaTTEW i, 23.

Tas is a proﬁhccy taken from the wntings of the great

evangelieal prophet, Isalah. It Is a prophecy which was
¢ntended to apply 10 and desceibe the tirth of Mesdah. It
13 not a mer= accommodation of enother histone event to this
one, on account of a_general resemblance between the two.
1t way have had its fulfilnient in the ntth of a cinid not lung
after, and the deliverance of Judah frora the yoke of inva-
sion.  But even if so the chief reference 15 none the lesy to
the heavenly child, born of the Virgin Mary, in the tulncss
of "une, for the world's redemption and safvation. **They
shall call His name l‘?mmnnucl‘." that 1s, they shall have good
cause an-d occaston to call Ham suz He will be signally en-
utled to bear the name. Py never did actually cali the
Savionr by this name.  He never esther asswned or received
this name in public, and awmong men.  He was known by
the name ** Jesus,” and by the cumpound designation "{(‘slls-
Chnst.”  The name Emmanuel 1s more canprehensively and
mote grandly descnptue of His rature, His comng, His
work among men. A ineditatzon on this subject, if st has
truth and wisdom n it, ought to help us to hecp our great
Chnstian fesuval with joy and proat, both 1o oursclves and
others.

There is a sense in which this Jescriptive title might with
propriety be applied —indeed, we find it was o applied—to
other persons than Jesus Christ, living in times long before
His. ) .s worth while looking at some of the Old Testa-
saent scuptures which bear this out.  Genesis xxvi 24 »ays,
concerning Isaac, ** And the Lord appearcd unto him the
«ame mght and said, 1 am the God of Abraham, thy father ;
fear niut, fear not, for I am with thee”  in a Jawer and rela
tive sense Fsaac might have been named Emmanuel by his peo
pic and by his neighbors - **and w .1l bless thee and multyly
thy seed, for my seivant Abraham’s sake.” 'indccd, this
mesence of Gud with His servant was so manifest a thing,
that Alimslech and his friends came 1o him and szil, in ex
lanation of thesr change of dispusition and behaviordowards
}nm. **\We saw certainly that the Lord was with thee, and
we said, Let there be an oath betwixt us, and a covenant.”
Su, too, it 1s sa.d that ““the Lonl was with joscllh, and ke
was a prosperous man.”  And Jacob said in dying, * Gold
shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of your
fathers.”  Of yuung David, while yet in his father's house,
it is said, **He is conning in playing, and a nughty valant
man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and 2
comely person, and ™' —1o crown all with immaculate chanm,
and to bind all together in andecaying strength, it is adled
—*the Lond 1s with him.”  Solomon prayed at the dedi-
catiwn of the Temple, * The Lord our God be with 1y as
He was with our fathess *  And the prophet Zecharah te
presents ten men of different nations whing hold of the shut
of him that is a Jew, and saymng, ** We will go with yeu, for
v Aave heard that God s weeh 3ou.”  So that the idea 1 o0t
revealed for the first time an the birth and coming of Jesus
Christ.  There 15 reason to suppose that even the fact of -
camation was, in a sense, and for some particalar occasiens,
antedated by himsclf.  But how %rcat!y lc advances the
idea, how singularly and disvinely He illustrater the fact, the
Guspel history tells us, and this season of the year brings joy-
fally to our memory.

Emmanuel is a word which man could not make, for the
idea contained in 1t is not natural in the bosom of humanity.
God above us, away from us, gone up from the earth in dis
pleasure ; God ruling the world, and wnlchin? His occasions
1o come forth upon men with reproofs and sudden judgments

~those 2re our instinctive thoughts.  They are thoughts, too,
which never vanish away ; and they are nut peculiar to any
une age or astion.  You find them ~verywhere, aud among
all people. A God all smiles, and - ith nothing but fusors
in his hands, has never been imagined by man. — And 1s not
imagined now. It some men say what they will, they can
not pearsuade the mass of men that such a God exists. ~ The
huiwan censcience testifies for truth and justice, has respect
to some unalterable law, points to God as the source of the
law, reproves for sin, calls for moml judgment, and w5l nos
acceps superficial emedy.  If the thought, **God with us,”
were casy and natural, we should not have our attention
called to it in tlus passage as to a great wonder:
** Behold—and they shall call His name Emmanuel ™
In Him God comes nearer.  Or say if you will that tic re.
veals in Him the nearness 1o which, by our estrangement
and sin, or through our natural dulness and incapacity, we
are blind and in.ensible  <av, if you will, that Gnd &
naturally near toman, a twithstanding man's natural thought
that hets not 1t is quite true }e besete us behind and
before. He feeds with His cwn bountiful hand every living
thing. Hc cannot *“*come down,” it may be said, sinee He
is always, in His essential lhcught and being, beneath al}
depths.  He cannot derome merciful, since He is etemally
merciful, aad ki.d, and pitiful.  Still, if mep will not
Lelieve this, if they go on repeating to their own hearts that
tie must also be ¥uﬁ of justice, and truth, and hohness;
while of themselves they can see no method of harmony by
which these apparently diverse and almost opposite qualities
in God can act together “ieneficially for men; we come to
the same conclusion practically, that there is a need for some
divine interposition of a quite peculiar kind, by which God
shall come actually nearer, or by which the nearness that
already exists may be revealed in such >mis and 10 such
effects as will constitute man’s salvation. The entire truth
comprehends both ideas.  There is o natural nearness of
God to man which docs not need to be constituted and made,
but caly to be revealed and cxplained ; und thercis also a
new an cious nearness of God which £ coastituted and
made by Him whose name is thus Emmanuel.  This last is
the nearness into which Gad ““comes,” for which there has
been moml locomotion ; winch Is, neccessarily, a thing of
degrees, and is regulated in each particular case by the
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amount of readiness existing. This is "coming down” in.
decd. This is **dmwing nigh” by traversing vast motal
distances, distances quite messureless by us, and may well,
on contemplation of condescension so wonderful, be hailed,
as it is in our passage, with an exclamation of surprise :—
* Behold—Emmanuel I"—GCod with us.

4.

God with us in wenderful cordescension.—TFor, what Is the
coming thus announced and signatised, that §s to be for ever
above all uther Divine comings among men? It is not an
advent Hlustted by any visible glory on the heaveus, 1t Is
tbt the *“rending® ot “'bowing™ of the heavens that He
may come down, as Hc once did, in fire and stonn prociaime
I8¢ His majesty and holiness to a sinful, trembling world,
Noris it a swift passage round the earth in whirlwind -
cloudy dust scattered from His feet. It 15 not cven the
shmmf; of Gud through the angei face nor the appeacnance &f
the Divine power in the person of some virtuous and mlﬂ‘hty
munarch gathering thasplendours of this world about i
while he reveals a far greater. 1t is the vugin's womnb, the
manger-cradle, the lowly conditions, the poor estaw. Of
course the great stegan Iivine condescension 15 fur Gd (o
Le in human nature at all - to take tru'y a human body and
human soul as the shnne, and residence, and orpan of the
Dieity. The incamation 1 the great miracle of lore, holding
all nuracles an atsell.  But st is quite cencevable that the
wcarnativn might have been accomphshed by means of very
defie.cnt carthly circumstances, and 50 as (o be divested of
all those special marks of condecension which, ac we know,
umpart to il as it s presented to us i the Gospel history,
such cunsiderateness, such teaderness, such grace of love
and thoughtiul sympathy. low beautifully touching are
all the circumstances of the case! The Church never weanes
n recalling them.  The story of \he Saviour’s Incth 1s told,
s sead, 15 histened to every year airesh without the least
abatement of interest. A new edition of the bouk v as 1t
were published every year.  There have been eghtcen
hundred ediions, an:?thc interest is growmg and not namng.
Why does the story thus find its way so surely to the cum-
mon heart ? 1o pan, we cannot but unagine, because itisa
stury which has uts unfolding from first to last amid scenes
of common lhife.  The simple maden-mother from the wi-
lage among the hills; the buth on a joumcy away fiuwm
hume, the linthplace among the cattle in a built su{lc. ur
as probably in a limestune cave used for stable and for shel-
ter fus palgrims when the inn was full; the worship of the
shephiesds, the condescension in all that s ot unly stakang,
but teader and beauuful. 1t appeals to the common heart.
It interests the simple. 1t comfurts the puur and 6ills them
with a4 wondir they cannot cxpress, as they see how near
Gud has cume, not to hamanity alune, but to them.  They
—-all the sunple and the pous, and the villagers, and the
shephents, and the tillers of the ground, and the countiy-
folhs, amd ai mothers, and all joung children, can put a
specsat can, b 2sis if they will into the word  Enunanued, and
ay Gal wah ue; while also, m propontivn as the
learned, arl the wealthy, and the great are 1n
dispostiun sumole and  childlike, they will sympathize
with thar huebler and poorer brethren, and be glad of
the mwle as w 1l as of the fact of the great mamfesiation,
snce thus without cumpromuse of dignity or shadowing of
true glory, there s as it were a touch of favour given to
those who numerically constitute the great mass of mankind.
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Emmanuel — Gad wcizh us to take asvay the sin that hinder. us
Srom bang sath God, and from belicving fully that God «an
b watk 5. Evidently thas is one of the special things that
needs to be done by the coming of God among men. I
this were not done, nothiug clse, of any real or per-
manent worth, could be done.  If sin were r ° taken
away frum us, no matter what might bc  brought.
Heaven itself might be brought, m  descniption and
picture, but of what avail if the ciements of hell are left
all through the world, and brooding in the individual breast ?
In a hosjatal filled with sick and wounded men jou may put
coloured windows, youa may hang pictures on the wally, and
you may Al the air with soft musi; and the wounded weary
men would probably, most of them, look and listen fur a
litle while with some interest, and then they would say,
with only a decper weariness, *‘You are very hind, but oh
if you cuuld oni; make us well!'”  Then, this descent of
tind in Chrst, this draning near to us in the moml and
vital teia1ons of our life in Bim, what is it in relation to
stn?  Certainly no merely artistic treatment of the matter.
Tle does n~t come as a monarch with a great proeession.
He does not come as an antist to open galleries of celestial
mctures, *or as a phitosaphic deseriber and teacher of re-
condite things, nor as a poctic singer of heavenly lays 1o be
chantei by .agelic choirs.  He cones us a physician.
Right mto the heart of the sick, weary, heavy-ladea warld
He <~ mes; and looking round with profoundest
sympathy, and as though ahw.ost made sick Himsel! by the
sight, says, I am come 10 heal you, but I cannct do it by
prescripticn, or by pood advice or by showing the example
of perfe~ health in Myself  No way but one—I must die
that yot may live.” e are presuming thus to put words inte
the mouth of Christ, but they are words only fccglydcscri tive
of the facts and deeds of His life and history, Yle is here,
as an Tnfany, introduced into the world by the angels in
their brightness and with their songs ; bug, we know that
when the years of His youth and opening manhood
shall have sped, He will go away, and will have no
angelsto attend Him then  See, Ye goes away in anguish,
m deep death sorrow, in loncliness, and with a cry, *‘beas-
ing nur sins in His own body on the tree,” ‘“making an end
of sin by the sacrifice of Himse).” Emmanuel, also, o
make an end of 5in i1 us, and to give us a living past in His
own holy Efe. Emmanuel to be born in us, reproducing
Himself, a true Christ in every believing breast : thus mak-
ing thousands of Bethlehems in cevery past of the world,
some higher and soine humbler than the first.  Christ in us
the hope of glory., Christ changing us into His own image,
and ever more and more, **from glory to glory, as by the
Spirit of the Lond.
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Emmanuel—God tith us ¢ change sorabness info stithpeh,
and to Avep thestrength from failifip.  After the fever are the
days of convalescence,” "The death-sickness has gone, but
the full life-strength has not yet come.  “That comes slowly,
and in panrt fithully, To the personal consciousness the
strength at times is no more than that of the brulted reed or
the beading willow.  To will {s present, but how to perform
that which is good—~how to ﬁxform the yery thing that has
been wiiled ~{s not found. How to find that Sicret, How
get practiesl daily strength for daily need and duty, for the
carrying out of the pra convictions, for the doing of
svhat the hand has found to to? That in tfié gueat discove:y
1t was neveg fully made until Christ cames oF by thosg who
were expecting 11is coming, 1t could not pg shade, - Fhere
was 0 strength anywhere to b discoveredi-No sealed foun-
tdi1N of energy lay in dumsu nature ready to rise at thé fuv
unsealing togeh. ~ Not In naturkvirtod-or courn, the
seceet lier  Not in blood, not in flesh, not in the will
man —all these are but the terms of weakness and insuffi-
ciency corsidered in themselves; and there needs to be in
them and tArongh them, the strength of all st th, the
thought of ali thought, U« steadiast willing which nesve:
chanyes, nor ever (ah- of accomplishment.  Well, but all
tius is but to xay that our need is a rresfcm God, a Lot
Jehovah wm whom s everlasting strength, in whose power we
may work, on whose anm we may lean, by the breath of
whose Spint we may hive and move, and have this our better
bemng.  Jesus is Emmanucl for this end among others--t
cnable us to say that when we are weak then are we strong,
because His strength is ourr, and because it is made perfoct
its woakuess,

v,

Fmmanuel— God with us, to wipe away our lears, aad ¢
comfort us su our sorvere.  This is the child whoisto be *“a
wman of sorrons and «equainted with grief.””  His human lu.
is to be 2 burden to lum rather than a joy. Heis to wee;
at graves, to groan and shudder in dark gardens of agony,
ras the piercing death-cry on a cross—and yet, or ratlic.
we might say tierefore, He 18 to be such a comforter of othe. .
as never has been in the world before,  His voice in stk
sooms and un lonely paths will be softer than summer breeae,
sweeier thau a Juver's voice.  He is to stand by the bed tha.
holds the derd child gazed at and sorrowed oterby the wey;
g mother ; by the bies of the young man casried out to h..
burial ; by the grave after it has received its tenant, and say
to every stricken mourner who will hear his words—*‘1.:
nut your heart be troubled.”  Is not all this some fulfilnent
of the beautifl promise— *“And God shall wipe zway all
tears from their eyes.”

st is also truc that Etnmanual brings sorrow into the world
with Him. He teaches us what to be sorry !’mx and how
to weep.  ** Our atiliction aboundeth by Christ.” But all
such surrowing ends in joy. The consolativn suns quickly
and fully along the very channel which has been opened o
deepened by the afiliction.  This weeping codures for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning.

v.

Emmanucl—Godwnth us, to relicve and soften the decp dars
mystertes of this life—mystenics which, without Him and
His grace, would completely overcloud and, tn the sputual
seuse, overwhelmus, The real mystenes of this lite are,
subsaantially, as deep and as dark now as they were thou-
sands of years ago, ndeed, cver since the human world be-
gan. Here they stand around us, some of them ¢qnite close
to us, othess farther off making a dim and sad circumference
to oar hie ; and all this world’s great Erogrm flashes no
light upon them, furnishes nothing which approaches o
promises cven an mtellectnal solution of them.  The Gospel
1self 15 not an ntellectual solution of them, Tt is a moral
victory over them; but they are not anmhilsted or made
less.  Sin suil works 1 every ratosal soul,  Ewi
stalks abroad n_the hght of day, and there is none

to linder 1. Monarchs and imighty men who tumn
whole nations o batile-fields, and whole ’pcoplts
inte xrmves,  are  largely  on the side of evil.

They call evil geod, and there 15 none to rebuke or answer.
Paimn racks many gentle sennitive frames, tenanted by gentie
and scnsiive spirits which have sinned far less than mulo-
tudes of the strong and healthy to whom pain never cemes.
And disaster sweeps like a desolating flood over many a
ficld of human windusiry.  And death, sudden and unexpect-
ed, datkens many 2 happy home. And the grave is as silent
as when Abel was lxuneé, as when patriarchs were gatheren
to thewe fathers.  And hearts may break with anxiety, and
the air may, at imes, be full of sighs and questionings.  But
there 1s no reply.  Not a grave stits, Not a star fiom on
hiph gives answer.  Not the flash or the wafting of an ange!
passing anywhere ; nor the softest words spoken to us 1y
any who have died. It sometimes grows awful. And the
morc, that your wise men can do just as little as your feolish
men, as little as the babes in your cradles, to give explana-
tion. .

But now listen—* God with us"—not to reason with us
unty} we shall declare ourselves zatished ; not to lain to
us all we might desire to know ; not to institute schools of
celesiial philosophy, or higher systems of theolory all over
the workf; but God with ustosay : *“ Itis J, be not afraid ;
to tell us that the world 1s not fatherless, 1s not forsaken, s
not neglected, that all things arc ruled, that nothing is haj-
peaung by chance, and that we must trust and wait. Yo,
the substance of the Divine revelation on the mystenes of
our life and of this world is this—and the more we consider
it, the greater it will appear—** Yeu do not know, but |
konow—lct that be enough. Keep near to me.  Be afrad
of no darkness when you grasp my hand.  Possess your soul
in paticnce, and watch for the momning.” .

vi.

Cod with us, lo prepare us for going to be Yor ever wuth
Him. Out of birth comes death; but out of death comes
birth again. Out of change comes that which itself must
chauge and pass away. Bat all this transiency, ahd aasting
sickness of the world, and perpetua) pasing away of men, 1s
furnishing to immontal spirits the scciet clements of penna-



