
Miscdlaneous.

GOD'S THOUGHTS

«'I know t'h tbougbts that 1l think towards yen, saitb tlhe Loi'd, thouglits of
peace. and flot of cvii, to givo yon an cxpccted end " (Jcr. xxix. 11). God
speaks hcrc of Bis thoughts, nt -ABis doi ngs. There is a. distinction betweea the
two, and it is vcry important that. we sbould observe it. [lis tboughts and Ris
'doinns cannot b.? at vr#iance witb cach other. There can be no difference or con-
tradictions in the Divi«o mind; -Hath H1e not said, and shall He not do kt? Bath
He spoken, and shail hoe fot, bring it to pass ?" Blis way is perfect, yet is it often
in the dcep, and we cannot fathom bis intentions; Clouas and darkness are round
about IIim, and Bis f'oetsteps are not known?"

But how shall we know bis -"thouglits ?" Clearly tbrougb tho declarations of
Bis Werd. Lt is there that we must icarn .the Divine mmnd. And whether we
turu to the Ord Testament or the New, whether to direct statemnent or examplo of
Bis deaiings with lus chidren, what thouglits of love and tenderness present thcm-
selves in Jehovah's hcart! And I know nothing more important for Christians,
under triais, than to separrte hetween God's apparent deaiings and His thoughts.

Poor tempted Christian is ail dark- and lowering,? Not one star appearing-
.al dark and fearful ? Doeb God seemn to corne against thce as an enerny, andonot
as a loving Father ? Wcil, turn from bis dcalings te Bis thouglds. Josephi spake
rougbly te bis brethren, but thero was notbing but thouglits of peace and love work-
ing within him, Jacob, whea looking, at iybat God was bringing upon him,
thought, ail was against him ; but sucli were not the thouglits o! Jehevah's heart.
L may bc, we cannot gatýer one atomn of comfort from God's dealing.% with us. At
sucb moments )et us turu into Bis heart. Let us ,study Bis thouglits. Does He
not saytthat, thougli mothers may and can forget their chuldfcen, yct wiil he nover
forget ?~ And if youir thouglits cf yoursclvés are such-of our baseness, and ina&rati-
tude and unwerthiness-tbat we are aimost driven te the conclusion that it must
surely bc impossible for a hoiy .and just Go'1 te have mercy upen us, why this dif-
ficulty is met (and often a very dreadfui one it is to<>or tempfW~ seuls), Ly Bis

aurance, - My thouglits are net your theugbts, nor mny'ways your ways, saith the
Lord." And this is said in order te make itpossible te, believe what gees befbre,
respýeting Ris abundantly pardoning even tbe most wicked.I

Ged's t.houghts must, 4thcn, encourage prayer and quiet resting in Bim. W~
ean nover pray, but we turn te the heart ô! the Omnipotent fullof loving thoughtàsý
And Ïie who bas raised our expectations regarding, Ils full sohlytion, thinks and

m~an*noting ut e ve us our expected end.

USES 0F SNOW.

Many are the uses of snow, Usonie of them a necessity as arbitrary as fleur for
fbed-iiideed, ini many instances snew is the alma mater, almost the enigin of food,
as in the great Northèrn wheat regions c.! America and Europe. Over whoie terri-
tories the white sn'ôw blanket proteots and keeps warm throdiigh the long 'Viinters
fields o! wbeat that, wanting sueli a shield, would perish at the cold, aiurderous
band of Aretie Jack. Far up above the clouds, ,along tbo Arndean line, hundreds
o! towering peaks, chad e«Verlastingiy in. winter costume, peur downstreams o! snow
water, that irnigate and fertilize Blopes, plains, and vçilleys' of the nether.world,


