20

RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL.

ment.  But we shouid do well to view the matter
apart from this borre-ved splendour, which, by its
giaso, obscures ratner than brightens the ohject of
ou. contemplation.  After all, the greater part of the
work must be accomphshed by ordinary men. And
1w persuaded, if we but take a candid and sober
viow of tho casu, wo shall hegin to suspect that the
maitor may come homo in the shapo of duty, evon
to ourselves. Great, e are tho sucrificos the is-
sionury makes, they are hut small when we tako in-
to account those su?nhmo truths which we holiove, as
welt as ho.  Aud itis of the very devpest import-
anco that we should bear in mind that those very
sacrifices aro represented in tho Bible, not s the
frusts of an over reaching faith which may fall to the
1t of hut hore and thero a mind of apostolic endow-
mant; hut as the test of simple discipleship itself.
“ {f any man como to me, and hate not his father
and mothet, and wife and children, and brethren and
sinters, yea, and his own bfe also, he cannot be my
duisciple.”  If by these, sud the romarks that follow,
1 can impress lge mnd of wny one of you with the
duty of engaging in this great undertaking, let nae
warn such an individual of the delusion of putting
such couvictions away from lum on the ground that
this 15 a work far too tugh for him 5 engage in; or
under tho doceitful impression that he shnnking
front such an caterprise is a sign merely that his
fath is weak, and has not yet wcquired sufficient
strength to warrant his engagug in a work of such
dillico!ty and self-denial. M the words of Christ be
true, winch [ have just repeated, to shrink from duty,
even in tho face of all the trials that present them-
selves in the contemplation of the missionary life.
does not argne a weakness of faith merely, but a
want of faith. ‘The man whu 1s not ready to part
- s
with country and ever life iwself, at the bidding of
by Saviour, is not worthy of the name of a disciple.
¥ol. ii. pp. 63, 66.

——Now, I say, there is a cal! for much more de-
vated services on your part, than vou have ever yet
rendered in the work of evangelising the nativns. 3
wo aro disposed to estimate the prosperity of the
mussionary cause fromn the sums that ave annually
puured into its coffers, we should indeed avgur wefl
of its success. But you are aware, that, after all,
money is but a snhordinate part of the apporatus.
1t may be the mam spring: of the machine, but 1t is
not the machmoetself.  The agents, who go forth to
the work, are the effective part of the mechagism.
*And what avails it, that we have obtained a gned
moving power, if there be no machine to set in mo-
ton A good will to the cause of missions has been
on the increase, butthere 1s every reasou to fear, that
the spint of snissionary zeal is on the declino. It
has grown mo-= fashionable of late to subscribe
to issionary socioties : in consequence of this, the
revenues of the different societies have been so in-
creased, as would enable them to extend their plans,
could they but find a sulficient pamber of zcalous
and devoted agents. But such is tho languishing of
nussionary zeal,—so little is there of what Horno
wuould call * a passion for missions,” that it is with
constderablo dafficulty the present stations can be
supplied ; and, in such circumstances, it is altogeth-
er vain to talk of extonding the plan of missionary
operations. pp. 67, G3.

——The Scottish Missionary Society is in want
~f labourers ; the London Missionary Suciety is ic
want of labourers ;—tho Churzh Missionary Society
{10 the shame of the churchinen of Eugland be it
told) have for semo time been compelled to gather
the missionaries, whom they sead forth, from the
ather countries of Europe. And, to sum upall,even
amoug the Moravians themselves, so famed for the
devoteduess of their missionary zeal, that spirit of
other days, which cou!d brook slavery and death for
the sake of Jesus, would scem to havo dicd away-
Of them, it once could be said, that, no soonerwas a
missionary station - «cant, thaa there was an cager
competition who should have the honor to supply it;
~—for then it was conuted an honay, for the Jovo they
bare to Christ, to succced to a dreary station umid
eternal snows, or to fill the places of those who had
fallen by the murderous hand of tho savages for
whose salees they had left their country and their
. me. Butuuw diervis a difficulty in finding per-
sons willing to go to stations of ordinary comfort and
ease. In this statc of matters, what avails the in-
crease of Missionary funds? Do you uot fool that
thero 15 a loud call fer something else than mers sub-

seriptions 7 And to whom can this appoal bo made,
hut to the membeors of Missionary nssocintions. And
on whumn cau it bo urged home, more forcibly than
on thuse who have professed to surrender the wholo
encrgics of thoir minds and their budies to the pro-
mulgation of the religion of Christ?

This is a statement of facts, and such a statoment,
I am sure, would he quite sufficient to cull forth the
willing offer of his services, fiom uny one who ho-
licves in the officacy of missionary sxcertions, and
wko is not tied down by sowe poeuliar cireum-
stuaces to his native land, were it not that the mind
is driven from its convictions of duty by prejudices
and unffections, tho strongest that con influsnee our
naturo ;—nud Iwill oven say, the purest that can
even opposo the will of Gad. Accordingly, I have
found in my own experienco, that even those who
are most liberal i their donations to the missionary
societies, aud most active in spreading among their
friends, a spirit of good will to this work of Christian
plulanthropy, immediately abate their ador, and
turn upon another tach, s0 som as the duty of per-
sonal engagement 13 prossed hone upon uictselves,
or even upon any of their near rolaticus. Those
who are most strenuous in their argumeats for the
general cause of missions, instantly start objections
to the propasal of themselves becomuung mission-
aries. A thousand plausible arguments immedinto
ly present themsolves. Qur own country has much
higher claims upon us,—all aro not yeot comerted
here. Besides, the suecess of nissionaries has not
been vory great; and we think we cando moregoed
hy remaiving at homo. Such arguments, when in
the mouth of an opponent to the generat causo of
missions, none are 50 forieard to answer, or s¢ olo-
quent in refunng as they, and yot to the same re-
fuges do they betake themsolves, when we merely
carry out a little farther and make a new applica-
tion of their owu previous assertions. pp. 67, 68.

—-Let us imagine, that instead of the world, a
single country had been pointed our by our Lord as
tho field of action.  And, since we are most fumiliar
with our land, let us just suppose that the particular
country speeified was the island of Groat Britain:
and that, instead of the command te go forthinto all
the nations, and preach the GGospel to every croature,
—the order had been, to go throughout all the coun-
tries of this island, and preach the gospel to every
inhabitant. 1find, that ona scale whichwould make
the Fopulatimx of Great Britain represent that of the
world, the population of such a county as Mid Lo-
thian might be taken, as a sufficient accurate repre-
sentation of the population of our own land.

In order, then, to havea just picturo of the present
state of the world, only conceive, that all who had
reccived the above comruission, sore how or other,
had contrived to gather themscives togethor within
the limits of this single counsry. Imagino to your-
selves, all the other divisions of Scotland and Eng-
jand iromersed in heathen darkness; and that by
these Christians, who had so unaccountably happen-
cd to settle down together in one little spot, no ef-
fort was made to evangelize the rest o? tho land,
except by collecting a litle money, and sendin
forth two or three itinerants to walk s’mglo-handc§
through the length and breadtb of the country.

I shall be t- d, however, that illustration is nct ar-

ment; and so distorted have our views been on

is subject, that you will be dispos. to think this a
porfect caricature of the matter. But I deny that
this is ap illustration at all. Itis merely 2 repre-
sontation, on a reduced scalo ;—and I believo you
will find it to be n coivect represcatation of the state
of the world. . It is no argument against the conclu-
sions of tho practical mathematician, that his caleu-
lations have had * do nought with the very objects
or doctrinos inemselves, about which he dotermines,
but with proportional representations of thom which
he has delineated. The very samo thing holds here.
And if you but t the correctaesses of my repre-
sentation, then the deductions made from it arcove
whit as conclusive, as if our minds could so oxpand,
as to do mvg with the necessity of the representa-
tion, and could gather their conciusions with as much
easo from the cqnsidcrauou of the object themselves
zbout which we'reason.

Yon'will peruit me, therefore, to argue from the
ropresontation a little farther.

" Werd 1 to 25k yon what, in“tho caco we supposed,
you would wbagine to be the duty of the ministers
who had clustered within the limits of a uiaglo coun-

ty, whon their comnission embraced every county
intheland? You would at once roply, 3hat they
ought to epread thomselves over the faco of the
country, till every corner of the field shared oqually
in tho benelit of their ministration.  Now I wmn al-
most afraid to transfer this question from ths repro-
sentation to tho actual ease before us.  Not, but that
1 boliove I might mostlegitimutely do so, but because
I feel that 1 cannot carry ulong with mo the sympa-
thios of thd Chyristinn world. In fact, I am arguing
at present for u much lunablor offort, than the fair
answor to such a question would land us in, To
reture: to onr ideal fiold of operution, let us suppore,
that even tho little band of itinerants bogan to fail,
and a difficulty was found to recruit their uumbors.
f.et us suppose, that vhe funds collected were suf-
ficient to send forth moro, if any could but bo found
who were willing to go. Lot us try if we can favey
any thing in the shape of un excuse, which our pro--
fessed ovangclists could alledge, for still rofusing to
quit the litde territory to which they had all alung
so pertinaciously adhored. Some might say, thex
did not think it was tho proper tine to go forth.
You might meot thein with the unlimited command
of their Master, and especially his promise, to be al-
weays with thom in the work to which the command-
mandment called them.  Others might sy, they did
not thiok those who had gone forth already had
taken tho right plan, and might even urge, in sup-
port of this, that actuaily the two or thre preucg-
ors wwho had been sent forth had ot yet converis

the counry  'The direct reply to such, would be—
The error of another is no upology for your disobe-
dience. Itis ouly a louder call to you to fulfil the
command of your Lerd, by some plan which will e
more agrecablo to his will.  Such excuses might be
framed bythose who had never co-operated in the
tittle effort that had been made. But canyou con-
ceivo, that those who had given their entire consent
to the plan itself and had been zealous in sending
forth others, could have any immuginablo excuse
from shrinking back, when their persoual services
wero called for?  Let us try if we can invent any.
‘Thoy might telf us, there were yot many within the
little sphere they had allotted to thomselves who were
yot unconverted. They mght bear w.tness to their
own negligence, by telling us, that actually there
were still some within their own sphero of action, to
whom the message they had received from the Lord,
had noverbeen fairly delivered. They might express
their, apprehension, that if they began to go forth
over the face of the country, the little spot which
they had hitherto cultivated with so mu%h caro,
might heroafter be overlooked in the wide field which
lay hefore them, and come to bo altopthoerneglected.
And some might even have the efiruntery 1o tell us,
that they quite felt thejurgency of fe call, to go forth
over the face of the country ; but for their part, they
had rather stay at home and persnade others to go.

You feel that there is something ludicrous in tho
very description ;—there is such an uttor discrepancy
between the command and the professed obedience
of it; between the work to be performed, and the
scautiness of the means that are expected to accom-
plish it; between the obvious calls of duty, and the
frivolous excuses by which \hoy are evaded. Now,
would thiz were but an wmaginary pictura; but it
must recommend itsolf to all of you as too true a
representation ol the present state of the world, and
of the kind of obedience which the disciples of Christ:
render to tho last command of their Lord ard
Saviour.
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DOMESTIC MISSIONARY
INTELLIGENCE.

The Aaunniversaries of the Wesleyan Missionary
Branch Socioties, in the Westmorland and Petitco-
diac Circuits, have been held for the present yoar
as follows :~—

WESTMORLAND CIRCUIT.

Bai de Verte—Monday, January 19, Mr. Jossph
Avard, sen'r. in the Chair. Preachor, Rov. R.Wil-
linms ; other speakers, the Rev. Mcssrs. Busby, M-
Nutt, and Williams, and Mr. Jonathan Goodwin.—
Subseriptions, £16 17 4. *

Point de Bute—~Tuesday, 20th, Mr. Josoph Avard,
sen'r. in the Chair: Preacher, Rov. R. Williams,
other spoakers, the Rev, Mossrs. H. Popo, Hennigar,
Busby, M'Nutt and Williams, and T. Roach, Esgr.
SBubseriptions, £26 18 6.




