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blood, while the white colour of the northern
ones is snid to b that of the aucient bieed of
the istand.  Thete is no certainty. we think,
in these conjectures, but they are probably
correct.  Jris, however, in any case trug that
Neapolitan and Chinese pigs have beew iw-
ported into this countey, and they pave
geatly helped in improving the bl amd
wefulies of our native needes selection in
breeding and e i treatment bave done
the vest. In the Gays of the Ancient Britons
the pig was a vaw boned, thick-shinned,
rakishi-looking nnimal, weird amd gannt, with
Tong legs, Hight quariers, a navtow ik, and
a figure-head that was surpassingly ugly 3
whereas his descendant of to-day s phunp
and symmetrieal, shot legged,  fine boned,
with well-descloped hams and shoulders, a
broad back, and deep thick sides, and a face
which las oot its ferceity.

The white breeds are known under the
generic name of'* Yorkshives,” though they
are, and pechaps always have beea, equally
common in various other counties; the
large white breed, from which the others have
been obtained by ctossing and by sclection,
are specially known ander that name, while
tho sub-varicties, though also kuown as
Yorkshires, are sometimes known by the
name of other counties in which they ave
bred, as Camberland, Leicester, or Lancaster.

The Large Whkite Breed.—1p to the
middle of the present century it wis a com-
mon thing to find at our leading agricul-
tural shows huge specimens of this variety
gsome of them weighing as mach as 2
fairsized heifer, but in recent years they
have been dropped out of sight as a rale,
chiefly beenuse they were stow to mature and
lavge consumers of food, leaving consequently
little or no profit for futtening, though 2t the
same time they produced bacon of good
quality and weve prolific breeders, the htters
often numbering sixteen or cighteen ; and
now the quality of early maturity is cultivated
in connection with smaller size.  The famous
Robert Bakewell is said to have been the
first to improve the white pigs of Leicester-
shive, and these in twre have improved the
Yarkshires by crossing.  Bakewell pursued
with pige the system he had  with such
matked success applied to Longhorn catile
and Leicester sheep, viz, selection; discard-
ing the coarser ones, he bred only from such
as were ssmmmetrieal and compact in form,
and fine in skin and bone, cultivating at the
same time the properties of carly maturity
and aptitude to fatten.

The Small White Breed—'This breed
aflords a striking contrast to the fore-
going, not in size ouly, but in the period a
which they mature, in quality, and-—if the
expression is applicable 10 pgs at all—in
delicacy of charaeter. It is - pposed that
this variety has been chiefly ottained fiom
erosses with Clunese pigs,tod 1t~ commonly
known as the small Yorkshive hieed. Bewg
amall in size, indifferent brecdess, aml Joss
hardy than wost other kinde, tese small
Yorkshires are not as aqule prefitable, and
so are not adapted lor practieal dawy-
farmers.  There is, however, a good and con-
stant demand thronghont  the contry, and
specially in London, for these small and
dainty pmkess, and the price they feteh is
the highest in the market  But this swall
white brewd Jos aspeetal value for brosdivg

and for providing o model which, differing
more or les so far as size is concerned,
breeders everywhere are striving to ¢.p,.
Croses with other breeds—Berkshive, for
instance—have produced anunals that were
excellent for fattempg.  One of *he most
striking peeuliarities of the small white pig is
its pugery, dichy, snout, of which, when the
aninnl is fully fattened, all that can be seen
ave the uprurned nostuly, which sometimes
neatly ieet the projeeting furehead ; the vy es
aro completely Inddden, then position being
mdieated by crenses in the fint, and the head
is set on much betow the lesel of shonlder,

The Medium White Breed~"llus breed
has hardly yet attained the dignity of 2 dis-
tinet vartety.  Having been produced by
modern erosses between the lvge and small
lirerds, the type isnot yet tixed, and individuals
here and there are found to lean too much to
the one or to the other branch of their diverse
ancestry 3 by Judicions seleetion of true speci-
muens to breed from, the type willsoon Jouse its
nondeseript chiracter, and vaviations will in
time cease altogethor. This type promises to
hecome one of the most valuable in the coun.
try lor tenant-farmers’ vse; it has the carly
maturity and the facility to fatten of the
small Lreed, while avoiding the coarseress
and late maturity of the large one, and it is
moderate in size, fattening nicely into twelve
to cighteen stones, yet the Jonger it is kept
as store, within Jimits, the larger weight it
wi'l fatten into.  Its face resembles that of
the small breed, but it is less concave on the
snont and somewhat longer, while the frame
is longer sud larger, amd Jess abuormally
developed in the shoulders. I+ is one of the
bust of our bacon pigs.

The Berkshire Breed.—This, perhaps, is
the most fiunous breed we have, and the most

cncrnl uf' ey ditthicy eoeiviy deo ela Nt
?slands. Fermerly these pigs were of various
colours, generally * a tawny, white, oc redidish
colours, spotred with black;” but now there
are two dhstinet vaietivs, the one wholly
white, and the other black, with alittie white
as 2 rule on the nose, on the feet, and on the
end of the fail, and a pinkish hue on the
skin. The Berkshives are understood to owe
their type to the influence of Chinese blond,
of which breed there are both white and
black-and-white vaneties : hence the two
varieties of Berkshires; yet they have bean
less changed than some breeds have by the
inlusion of foreign blooid, and their improve-
ment is mainly owing to the care amd atten-
tion that have been bustowed vpon them
through a lung period.

Me. Johtt Coleman, formerly Professor of
agiculture and farm manager at the Royal
:\gricultur:nl Collega, Cirencester, deswiilies
the black Berkshites in the following tevms :
—= {lead, moderately short 3 forehead wide,
nose olightly dished, straight at the end—
not retrousse, a3 in the small breeds; chaps
full ; cas slightly projecting,  oveasionally
pendart and covering the eyes.  Prevailing
colour black, with white bla~e down the
nose or white star on the forchead § sometimes
uniformly dak, but this is the exeeption,
and snever the dead black of the Suffulk or
Esex. Tie pink tinge should be always
apparent.  ‘The eye is not sunk and closed
as 1 the breeds remackable for feeding pro-
perties, but large, intelligent, and denoting
activity.  General effect pleasing. The head

purpeses—for carcying on the mproven.ent
ot the lavger breeds, for yegueing the huge-
ness amd the coarseness of the lgest scot,

iv well'set 5 the neck, of mo lerate length, s
tull and muscular; the shoulders well set, so
that we Lave a perfecly regular outline.
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‘Thrre is not the extraondinary wealth of

China seen in Suffolk. bat the forequatters
are well proportioned. ()kl:il."l(llmh)’ we
find a shght deficiency i the givth, caused
by the flatuess of the toreaibs, The back 1s
tanly level, and theails, as a rule toluably
sprung s o less perfeet banel, however, than
w 1o be found i the Fssex and Sutlulk
blacks,  Loms wide and  well covered s
quarters often aather short and droopin
this is probably the weakest pont m the
breed. “The tal s usundly set lower than
the hipx, whieh wive o somewhat comuon
character. The gammon full and  deep ;
ander lines sowmewhat iveggubar 5 the flauk
often Bight. ‘The earcase stands on short legs,
and the bone, whilst stionger than that of the
small sorts, is well-proportioned, and by no
means stropger than is necessiny. The
stremath and character of the coat vaies
aceording o sex and management. The
elfect of confinement and close breeding is to
reduce the hair. - We have a great objection
to bristles, which indieate athick skin, cotrse
offal, and slow feeding ; but we al o equally
dislike the thin, weak, soft hair, which s a
sure evidence of delicacy, especially in the
boar; the offspring will Le sadly debcient.
In the sow fine Jong hair is desivable; too
much and too stiong hair is iudicative of
coanveness,  But of the pig 13 required to
work for its living, and to ofliciate ns seaven-
gor of the farm, there must be constitution ;
and we cannot have this without hair.  LThe
areat merit of the Berkshire over must other
breeds vonsists in the Targer proportion of
lean ineat, and the distribution of fat and
lean when properly fed 5 consequently a given
live weight rezlises a lavger proportion of
available meat than any other breed.”

As Mr. Coleman has said, the hind quarters
avn e quid odeanniose ol ninee dnstesinsde
from the ps 1o tail, 50 thnt The top Yue s
not level, as it cusht to be, from the neck
backwards; this fault, though much ore
maked than in other breeds, is not by any
means a feature which cannot be removed,
or at all events greatly reduced, by caetul
breeding  agmmet it [There is an en-
graving of a Betkshire prize-winer, i
which the fiult we speak of does not exist,
but the quarters, instead of slul_'ing, are nice-
1y rounded off, while the top lne s as level
us amsone can desive in a pg ] As their
name implies, the Betksbue puge tisst beeate
celebrated in one of the southurn counties,
but they are now, as the Shorthorn cattle
are, known in all the civibised countries of
the carth; yet, so fae as England i3 concerns
ed, they are chietly found in the southern and
western counties, and are not at all common
in the northern ones. B sides the Berkshires,
thete are several varieties of black pigs, most
of whith bear the name of the county in which
they are a speciality, as the Essex, the
Sullolk, the Durset, &e. 5 but so far none of
them have attined anything like s0 wide-
spread & papu arity, .

The Esser Brecd.—The old Essex pig bad
a “ voach back, long legs, thmp bead, ami
vestless dispositton™—four very utdesivable
qualities 3 1t is now a shapely and valuable
breed.  While travelling in lialy some forty
years ago, the late Land Western saw and
admued the Lreed of swine called Neapolitan,
which © funnd its greatest purity in the beau-
uful peninsula, or wather tongue of land,
between the Bay of Naples and the Bay of
Salerno—a  breed  of very peculine and

valuable qualities, the flvour of the meat



