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Tue disappoenrance of snow and ice
suggests an wspection of gardens, and es-
pecially ot trees und bushes, with a view
to repairing damago done during the win.
ter. A sensouable communication on
Pruning will bo found in auother column,
from & correspondent who remarks in o
private lotter accowpanying his commu-
pication :—*There appears be an increas-
ing interest ahout Fruit Growing in some
Counties of the Proviuce, and much
vatuable information wight be sent abroud
by eans of the Josrnal of Agriculture.”
We are wmost anxious to send unbroad
throughout the whole Province all the
valugble iuformation we cmn, aud the
comwmunication of E. C. ill, we hope,
show our young farmers how much more
valuable the information is that is fur-
sished by themselves, knowing, as they
do, our soils aund climate aud circum-
stances. than anything that can possibly
Lo chtained from writers, however learn-
ed and experienced they may be. who
know only the peculiaritie< and wants of
other couutries und other climes. We
hope that E. C. will coutinue his comaau-
nications, and extend them to other
branches of 2 subject with which he
35 obviously o fmailiar, and it is not
anreasonable to hope that others will
give us the oppociunity to present our
readers with the resnlts of their observa-
tions aund experiments.

It is a good sign to see the newspapers
of & country devoting sowme portion of
their space to the discussion of agricul-
tural immprovements. It shows that there
1s & demand for agricultural information,
and that agriculturists in general are
moving in the direction of enquiry. Ten
years ugo an agricultural article in a Nova
Scotizn newapaper was a rarity, and the
circumstance we thought a remarkable
one, especially when weo reflected upon
the wide-spread interest in egricultural
subjects that had been excited at a former
time by the classical letters of Agricola,
in which the soundest practical wisdom
was couched in the 1aost chaste aud ele-
gant language. Tt was possible, indeed,
that the hopelessness of successfully imita-
ting Agricola had had some effect in
bringing about the subsequent dearth iu
Agricultural literature. But a change
has taken place, and now an agricultur:..
article or commubnication seems to be
quite at home in a newspaper. Within
the last few months we have been tempted
to guote several such from the Tyuo Sun,
the North Sydney Herald.and the Ambherst
Gazelle, not to speak of the city papers,
the energy of which in reporting the
Provincinl Agricultural Exhibition of
1874 was beyoud all praise. We bave
been led into these remarks by the publi-
cation of & letter in the Christian ies-
senger, addressed by % A Friend of the
Farmer” to the “Farmers of Nova

Scotia,” which we take the liberty ta
transfer to our columnns, believing that its
suggestions may be profitable to some of
our readers i—

By permission of the Editor of the Chris.
tian Messenger, who, 1 have observed, exhilits
much zeal in promoting your interests, by
publishing weekly a very choice and valuable
sefection of items “gleaned elsewhere, T pro-
pose to offer a few suggestions intended to
benefit you especially as a clays, and indirectly
our common country.

In earlicr life, I was trained to agricultural
pursuite,. My father was a farmer, and a
goud deal more. But he was a farmer, and
stood at the head of his profession, for such 1
treat it, and was looked up to as askilful
rmctivx\l tiller of the ground by all whoknew
rin..  His advice was often sought, and cheer-
fully given to all whe had applied, for bis
fars and fields were the envy and adimration
of all who visited the neighbourhood.

His example and influence, it is not too
much to say, changed the face and complexion
of a larae portion of the country side where
he dwelt, and that all within a very few
vears. Dyke lands, sunken and sour, were
drained, ploughed, and cropped, and the
finest wheat the clininte was ever known to
produce, rewarded his labor and skill. Fron
two, to two hundred and fifty bushels of clean
vellow wheat, 60 1bs. to the bushel, I have
known him reap in a single season.

The wild heather, with its blue blostoms, he
plucked up acre after acre, and converted
these wild sheepwalks into wealth producing
grain fields and meadows. So much fora
revered parent, now no more. A successful
practical farmer however.

We had no mowing machines, no raking
machines, no pitching machines, no thrashing
macbines, it was all mannal labour of the
simplest, hardest kind. The scythe, the sickle,
the spade, the flail and the plough were ocur
agricultural instruments; and by the sweat of
the brow early and late, we toiled, a large
family of us, and the earth in return responded
bountifully.

Arriving at manhood, I left for other pur-
suits, but not untii 1 was master of the Art.
1, though 1 say it, can and could trace a fur-
row, with any of the plaughmen of the village.
1 could chop, could mow, reap, and perform
every kind of labour required on a farm. I
am therefore no mere amateur farmer. From
one 10 two hundred tons of hay were no
upusuzl crop to make and cure and hounse.
But.;x:g ambition took another turn, and I
aspi to other pusuits, whether soccess-
fally or unsuccessfully, wisely or not, is
another matter.

Recently my present avocation hss given .
me an opportunity of visiting many of the
country portions of the Province, indecd I
might say tho whole of it—and perbaps owing
to tho early training I had, I have always
taken a decided interest in the success of
farmers. I make it a practice, whenever op-
portunity offers, to inquire into the success
they are Laving, and their prosgeca.

ut thereis one subject, and after so long
a preface to it, to which I invite particular
attention. Tharo is one subject, upon which
f have for the last two years found the Lest
class of farmers in all parts of-the Province,
Learing uniform testimony 3 and it is this:—.
They say, the wheat creps have become as)
safe and certain_again as ever they were in
former times. That the weevil or fly, or

whatever the destructive insect is, that com-
mitted such havoe has disappeared, and many
of tiie best of them are preparing to lay down
larger ficlds this coming scason for wheat.

“very one of us knows what an enormons
amount of inoney leaves the country annually
for flcur.  And how the farmer is put to it,
to pay for his bread, and largoly, beeause for
yeam past he could not, and he is still under
the impression that he cannot, raise it.  But
it appears to be a mistake. I know and can
name quite & aumber of farmers in different
parts of Nova Scotia who Jast summer raised
all their bread and have wlweat to spare.

- Winter wheat too, is proving a suceess in
many localities and is tikely to come into
mech larger use than heretcfore. Buvfarmors
every ouc of you, put in a few hashels of
wheat this spring.  Give it 2 fair trial.  See
if you can’t raise your own bread and save
the enormous drainage of gold required to
y\)a)' for it. Times are going to be hard.
Monoy ix very scarce and interest high. If
itindeed be the case that the wheat producing
qu-ilities of the ceuntry are now, what they
were forty years ago, and the mensures for
raising i, are prosecuted, Nova Scotia will
presently become the first Province in this
Confederation.  Fish, hay, beef, pork, oats,
lumber, timber, cordwoond, coal, freestone,—
eserything necessary to secure prosperity al-
ready abounds. Try faimers and give us our
wheat-flonr for 1875-6 and we shall say—
“ 1t is enough.”  Ours is the best Province in
the group. ~ Get good seed.  Wash it clean—
lime it freely. Sow early, having selected
the drier and the newer portions of your
farms, well drained, and where the silex re-
quired for good healthy straw abounds.

Suppose the farmers can only bread the
country poi tions, leaving ¢hie city to buy from
abroad, what & relief cur finances would ex-
perience !

Fifieen from one, wasno unusual return last
year, and twwentn bush:ls from the sowing of
one, I know in several instances were secured.

Ontario itself docs not beat that. But if
every farmer will only determine to put one
or two acres or more, under wheat, some hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, may I not say,
would remain in the country next season,
which will otherwise inevitably go abroad.
Shipping is depressed, and exchange from
abroad as many know, is all Unt dried up for
the present,  Cease ship-building for a little,
gooil folk, and cultivate your Lroad acres
{'recly, and thus lread your own families at
east.

Tae following appears as a communi-
cation from Mr. N. W. Blackmore, North
River, Onslow, in a recent issue of the
Truro Sun :—

I notice in a late number of the SuN an
cditorial on the proposed Exhibition Build-
ing, and in it some very striking remarks
showing the importance of Agriculture nod
the bearing it has upon business of ¢very
kind. But, on noticing the doings of many of
our farmers, especially in the back parts of
our county, one is Jed to suppose that farming
is considered by them as a. mere itksome tazk,
10 be hurried through and got over in some
kind of 2 way, without much regard to beauty
or profit.

sumbering seems to be the pet job of too
anany of our farmers, much to thie hindrance
of successful farming in pearly every case.
How many of these farmer lumbermen hurry



