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<~E arly part of the seasoii of
Ik1916 gave promise oif being al

record breaker in the clairy world.

The too.abundant rains which su (lis-

couraged the farmers in their endeavour

to put in their spring seeding, gave the

pastures a good start, with the result

thiat the milk flow was heavy.

Markets were good and prices high for

botb cheese and butter, and ai signs

pointed towards a big year for the

dairyman.
But carly prospects, like many of

the 'schernes o' mice an' men," did

<lot materialize. The wet spring was

followed îy one of the dryest and hot-

test summers on record. Pastures

burned op uniter the scorching suri-

mer sun, and farmers, the country over,

were wondering why they liait not

built that sommer silo for just such an

emergency.
The cheesemnaker's greatest problem

thi season bas been the securing of

sufficient coîagulent with which to

niake his cheese. Hitherto our chief

source of renniet supply bas been Ger-

many and Austria. The failure of

this supply sent prices soaring to any-

where from seven to ten dollars per

gallon for rennet and even then the sup-

ply was limited.
The neceséity of securing an ade-

quatte supply oU coagulent for cheese-

making purposes led to considerable

experimenting with pepoin. The Finch

Experiment Station and the Cheese-

making Department of the Ontaric

Agricultural College carried out varý

ioius experiments with a view to secur

ing an acceptable substitute for rennet

Numerous p)eîasiI compotitiofls, goud.

bad and indifferelnt, were ,,ecured fromi

various manufacturers and given al

trial. These experiments showed that

pepsin can bc usetl as a coagulent for

cbeesemaking without injuring the quai-

ity of the checse. This led thc Domin-

ion Government, through the l)airy

& Cold Storage t'ommissioner, to

secure a large (1uantitY Of pepsini ami

distribute it at ((ost to cheese makers,

at the saine time giv'ing adequate

directions for its use.
The action oif the (;overniment and

the more or less extensive use of Pep)-

sin, has apparently given rise to somte

misgivings on the Part of rennet marn-

facturers that rennet will not lie needed

again when wc get back to normal

conditions. They niay rest assured,

however, that rennet will corne into

its own again unless pep)sin be manu-

factured on a more extensive and

scientific scale than it is at present.

In the meantime, we would (Io well t,,

realize that here in Canada we waste

annually enough calves' stornachs t,

make more thanl sufficient rennet t,

supply our nee(ls. 1< should bc pos,-

sible tu form sonie system of co-opera-
tion between farmers and dairymenl,

whereby these rennets could be col-

lected, and thus m.'e ourselves in-

dependent of foreign couintries in this

important dairy requisite.
The Canadian National Exhibition

*bas corne and gone once more. A,

usual Ontario caPtured most Of the

*prizes in cees. The judges %we

heard to remark that practically the

*whole exhibit would clasa as 'extras."
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