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widest part, is a mile anda a haif ini
breadth. The native part of the city is ta,
the, north, and it exhibits a striking con-
trost with the part inliabitcd by Euro-
peans. Lt is ex~tensive and populous.
Tfhe streets are narrow, dirty, and un-
ravcd. Some of the houses are built of
brick, with two stories, and flat-tcrraccd
roofs; but the greater number- are mere
inud cottages, the aides of which are for-
med of mats, bamboos, aud othej: frail
and combustible n]aterials; hence, wve
sometiines hear of fires by which thon-
sands ofthese slight habitations are con-
sumed in a fcev hours.

By a census recently taken, it wvas as-
certained that in Calcutta and its su-
burbs there are 500,000 inhahitants; and
it is suppased that within a circle of five
miles radius, there are 500,000 more.
0f this million of human beinas, 6-50,-
000 are Hindoos, 300,000 Mussulmans,
and ihu remainder consista of people of
vrarions nations. Armenians, Sews,
Arabs, Parsees, Mugs, Chineze, Malays,
with Enropeans and their decendants.
Ilclding the Indo-Britons, and a few
Greea and Arinenians, there are about
10,000,i or one in a hundred of the whole
population, nominal christians, of whom
about two-tllirds are Protestants, and one
third Roman Catholics. The number
of persons entcring inta the city every
day, from the surronding country, bas
been nscertaincd ta, ho 100,000r; and the
writcr of these hunes was assured, many
years aga, by a friend who had long te-
sided ilhere, that the greatest thoroýgh-
fires of Landou were fat lcss crowâcd
thon the streets and bazanrs o aflcutta.
Lt is however, at the great annual fes-
tivals, reference ta which bas so, ofien
been made in ont pages,that the vas-tuess
ofihe population is most strikingly appa-
rent. Missiona-ries, who have beers pre-
sent on these occasions, deacribe the im-
presions produced on their mindo by
theimamense concourse of human beings
thon congregatcd, as quite ovcrwheim-
ing.

At tfleast of Doorga Poojah ail the
Hindoas assemble, an& at the feast of the
Mohurrumn ail the Mohamnmedans ;-
qnd if these two festivals should lappera

ta, occur at the same period of the year.
as thcy sometimes do, it is impossible to
convey any adequate conception offthu
scene. Thousand ou thousands, rMY-
riad an myriads, paso in procession
through the lieng streets of the magmi-
flcent city, ail ad upon tlieir idols, or
%vorked up to phrenzy in favour of their

p rophet, prcsenting at once the Most ina-
Iancholy and the most heart-stîrrîng
spectacle upon -%hich the eye con test.

CITY OF PERING.

>PEKTNG, the capital of the empire of
China. Its'name signifies the Northerri
Court, to distinguish it from Nanking,
the Southern Courtwhere the emperor
formerly residcd. This capital forms oin
oblong square, standing in a fertile plain,
and is divided, inta two cities, ane inhabit-
ed by Chinese, the other by Tartars.
These twvo ciis are nearly 14 miles in
circuit,theNvallsare 28feet high,24thick
at the base, and 12 at the top; and there
ate apaciaus towvers at 70 feet distance
from cach other. The gates are high,
and well arched, supporting buildings
of nine stories high; they are nine ii
number, three in~ the south wall, aud two,
in ecd of the other sies. The miàddle
gate, on the south side, opens uta, thec
VÉartar, or iraperiaf city, wvhich is sur-
roundcd by a walof large ted polished
bricks, 20 feet high,and contains; the ira-

peral palace and gadnthe publie
ofies, lodgings for the ministers, ther

cunucha, artificets and tradesmen 'be-
longing ta the court. The streets arc
arnazingly throngcd, and ta, un Enta.
peau it is a curions sight for not one Chi-
nese female is ta be accu among them,
Ail the gtcat strc<s ate guatdcd by sof-
dicta, Nvho patrole night and day witli
swvords by their aides, and wvhips in;
their handa, ta, chasttise those xvho, roake-
anu disturbance, or take them into eus-
tody. The temple;, and towers tofPekz-
ing are so numetous., that it ia difficuit:
te count them. Provisions of ail kinde
are plentiful, thcy being, as well as ther
merchaaîdisp, bronght from all parts by
canaIs frora the 'rivets. Population


