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of the lending lieroes. It would be ivrong
to suppose tlîat for these reasons Tasso
lacked origanality. Whilc his quiet
nature allowed limi to clioose a path
a1rrady travelled, and although on maily
occasions lie ivas imposed uipon by con-
tcmporary writers and critics fair superior
to hin-self, yet, like a truce genius Iiis
imitations are neyer servile, and what is
renikablc lie w~as nowlbcre so successful
as w'ben lie depended entirely on the
resources of bis own mmid. \Vhen hie
follows the inspiration of his own heart,
lie becomies grand and noble ;and it
must be confesscd that tic rom-antic side
of truc Chiristian ebivalry lias in ii hlm its
trucst painter. Tàake for instance, the
twelftlî Canto in %'hich the beauittiful
episodes of Cloritida's birtb, of lier combat
îvith ',itancred lier lover, and bier happy
death after being baptized a Christian,
are related. It is the miost pathctic:
incident in the whole poein, and is sur-
passed by no poet ancient or modern.
Even Tasso's warmiest admnirers cannot
but regret that lie saw proper to take 50
niany notions on thc conduct of bis epic
froni Hotmer. Godfrey of Bouillon, a
noble type of the chivaîrous and christain
knight, though miodellcd on Agamemnon,
lacks the I)roud brillianicy sbewn, by the
leader of the (3recian bosts. 'l'le anger
of Rinaldo, the bier'o of Jerusan De&dr-
erced, cannot bc conîuared to the divine
wratb of Achilles. 1lie 'vomen in Tasso's
Epic are certainly far inferior to those of
the Iliad or Odyssey.

Th7lese fauits however, are covered by
virtues which place tie Italian Epic
anion- tbe miasterpieces of humnan genius.
The verses are excjuisitely polislied and
harmioniGus ; perbaps too mnuch s0 at
timies ; it is said tbat sonie ivere %vrit-
ten as niany as fifty limies by their
ziuthor. 'lhle poenî, mnorcover, is care-
fully planned, and marked by great unity
of action throughout. In this respect it
is lotally unlike the Orlando Fit'wioso of
Ariosto which preceded it. Ariosto made
his work enîbrace so, nany distinct cpi-
sodes that in order to give the end some
confection withi the beginning lie brings
back reason to the crazy Orlando ini a
boutle fromn the nîoon, and Roland snuffs'
in hlus lost reason throughi the nose.
Tasso possesses another grand feature-

lie wrote for ail classses. Froni Milton
dowvn the mnajority of ii)oderi epic wvriters
are al)lrcciated only by the student, and
comipletely understood by the learned.
Our poe %vins a %varmi place in the licarts
of ail lus readers by lus simplicity of style
and swveetness of verse. When %ve add to
these facts, that the poeni is highly moral
and religious-the wvork of a, good
Cathoiic-we naturally exl)ect a great
deal. Nor are we dissappointed.

1'asso's accou lt ()f the alle-yory of.Jlerusa-
lein L)clivi.tecd, to Nyhich we referred at the
opening, of tlîis cssay, is, to say the least,
a mlost ingenious one. 'lucre Seemis to
ho somie doubt aF to wbietlicr ail tiiese
details %verc in luis mind wbleiî lie wrote
Ille Epic. Yet it seemns evidenit that Our
l)oet lîad before liiiîî a broad sens,- of tie
bittie of life. figured by the I-Ioly War.
It ivas certaiiîly no after-tlîought tluat made
Gxodfrey stanîd for UIc guiding powers of
Reason, and Rinaido for thc cotwbatant
po'vers in Life. 'lle Italian poet declares
bis Epic to be a inirror of life ; mnaintaiil-
ing tlîat i heroical poetry two natures
should be joincd, one of imitation wvlich
pleases inan, the other of altegory which
incuicates virale and knowvlcdge. I n a
îvork of tli*s kiid nmari nmust be considered
as a coiiipound of soul axîd body witlî aIl
their inilureit.prolpensities. Sonie writers
have had regard only for tic specula-
tive puart of nîa;î's nature and lience,
have dealt almncst exclusively witlî the
luiglier powvers of lus soul. The Di-
vi .ne Gomned;' of D)ante represcnts the
contemplative side of lîuinan life ; in
the I//ad, Odyssey), A nezul we bave a pleas-
ing mîixture of both. TI'le contenmplative
mîan is solitary; D)ante and Aneas there-
fore are unacconipanied wlieî they visit
tie lower regions ; likcwise Ulysses wlien
hie leaves Calypso. Aaiieminon and
Acluilles on the other band represent civil
life, and are dcscribed as being leaders of
men, and greater in ivar than in wisdom.
This is but natural. Tfli Reason is best
figured in one man, wviercas political life
and bieroic deeds live witli the nmultitude.

So Tasso bias nmade Godfrey the muan of
Understanding ; and lie is riglîtly cliosen
to lîead the otber lîeroes wvlo ini different
wvays typify the lesser faculties of the soul
which are the servants of reason. Rinaldo
is a mîan of nuarvellous courage and
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