
10 the detriîiînt of Irish industrv. %vis the
law for centuries? We cannot« compare
the twvo countries, for it is but a fewv years
sui ce they had anything in commnon.

In North Anierica, where intolerance
can scarcely be said to exist in the con-
crete, Cathlîoics have proved theîîîselves
%vorthy and even successful comp)etitors
%vith îlîeir fellowv.iiîen, and this in the
iiaterial and intellectual orders alike.
Under différent governinents, and repre-
senting variius nationalities, thcy have
adapted tlîeîîselves to the situation iih
an case and completeness wvbich raises
themn to the first rank aniong citizens.
Canada and thîe United States are yet
young, and neither lias îvbolly undergone
tue test of time, but in both Catliolicity
lias a brilliant past, and there is much
hope for even a more brilliant future.
But wve necd flot tlîe prospective consola-
tionî that the future hias in store for us.
'1'wo fields of actual labor for Catiîolicity
have ',et to bc e ntioned, and irn both
lier Nvork bears the stan)p of perfection.
We refer to ilie developuient of a national
sentimient and the clevation of the stand-
ard of education. Consult bistory, and
've find fcw facts better cst-ablisbed than
tlîis, that the Cliurch has atlvays been on
the side of the State, wvherever the inter-
ests of the latter Nverc unlawvfully attacked.
France aîîd Gerîîîany and lIngland. have
secîx national ruin. averted tlîrough Catlîo-
lic uprightiîess. 'llie priest is at onîce the
iiiinister of the Most High and a citizen
of the State and though charges of treason
have sj>illed the blood of niany a nmartyr,
a candid posterity has adiiîitted tlîat if
these wvere truc servants of the.- Lord,
th(-y wvere no less loyal subjects of thîcir
king. Iii the field of intellectual dcvelop-
ment, nothing need be said beyond this,
that the educational problemi lias a si, 'ni-
ficance for the Catholic Cliurch sucli as it
lias not for any other institution on earth.
P.y virtue of a prerogative possessed by
hier alone she does wvlat no other body is
able to do. The knoivledge of God and
howv to serve him, being the sole object of
bier endeavors, she throwvs doivn every
bannier to man's pnogness. H-ere, hie is
absolutely free, for in sucli a field it is iim-
p>ossible to place a limit, the field itself being
infinite. The elemnentary tnaiîîingof the cilld-
i flot too simi-ple to demand herattention,nior
lias science, pbilosophy or theology flighits
'Loo clevatud for lier children to soar to.

Can Protestantismn say as much ? W~e
are told that a desire for grater freedoni
called the new~ creed into existence, but it
is well to bear irn mind that if Luther
broke loose from the recognized l)inc'-
l)les of bis timie, hie falsely and unfairly
invoked the name of liberty, for-no sooner
had hie freed himself from, the bonds of
Catholicity than hie attempted to fasten
his folloivers i'ith shackles of his owvn
inaking. Great has been the abuse of
that word liberty. The secession in the
naine of freedomn of a large wing of the
Church, under the guidance of rnen too
proud to obey, is an anomaly without
parallel in ail history. What then can
Protestantisrn expect to do for civilization ?
It is by its very nature a principle of
disintegration ; disunion and dissolution
are its constituent elements. Wherever
it bas been introduced it hbas brought
despotisni and absolutisni in its train.
Gernîany was wrecked by the rage and
violence of bier subjccts; they had been
led to believe in a flattering prospect of
unrestrained liberty, and they hadl to face
the worst kind of inequality. The apple
of discord 'vas thrown arnong mcii who
should, have been brothers. What fury
and violence did it not ca'ise ? Seets
witbout numiber appeared ; disputes, ac-
cusations and open quarrels ensued until
finally, the only effeet that could follow,
wvas realized - royal authority became
absolute and mein were coeîced into sub-
mission. England iniiiediately after the
Reformation 'vas no better. The monarch
that founded Anglicanisni w~as distin-
gulished for bis despoiisi, and the variia-
nment that ought to have resîî-ained hini
'vas shaniefully degraded. Denmiark
established Protestantisi as the religion
of the land and from that time absolute
power bas hield deep root in the State.
Sweden followved, the exaniple set bier by
Dcnmark and the resuit wvas precisely the
saine.

WXe have alluded to the îîîoral.standing,
of Catlîolic cuntries as comipared 'vitli
those in wvhich Protestantisîîî bas been in-
troduced. In a work of this scope, it is
impossible to give statistics, but a refer-
ence to the records of the British Isies,
of France, of Gerîîîany, of Italy anîd of
Scandinavia, leaves little rooîîî for doubt
as to 'vbiclî class is in tlîe ascendant. In
countries wvhere the piopulation is mnixed,
the non-Catholic districts are invariably
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