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CHILDREN EN JAPAN.
]IV -rOYOiiACIT GOTO, A JA1PANESE STUi)ENT

IN CO.LRADO COMMEE.

Take forty of your little boxes and tlîitk
tbeui altogetlier ho lie die size of titis
counitry, tMien iii -onie o>f thein you lhave,
Japaîî. Vet iii this une box yoîî have moie-
hiaif a8 nîialy people as theîe ai-e nli tliese,
foî-hy altogrethci.

iee huiidred years ago no peopîle
saîled on the sea between thuat Countr-y aîîd
tlis, andi they tioug,,lît 1h illipiouis ho (o su.
Th.'e Japanesiýe thouglit tlîat tlic sea is filled
i'ith sticky liquid îî'licli wotiîd romnd thte
î-essels tlîat tried ho go out inito this sea,
and tbus got lust. Ilefoi-e the înlissi(>naî-ies
Caime to tliînt land the pl)el evei- tlîomght
of ful-cigul countis. f{owv surprised Lhîey
'vere wvben they fiî-st saw big and strnge
sbips near theix- shiore. e

i'bicy hiad 110 steanîislîips thenl, and
tlîotiglit tliat tliosu foreigiu vessels %vere
îîîoî'd by spirits, for hbey could îlot inake
out lî01% they cuuild saii agaiîîst flic iîid.
AUl thîls astonislimieiî and licat couled off
Veî-y Soolt, and l 1<w y<)li sec younig men
attelînptiîîg to leave tlîcii- coiitry ho shu<fly
iiu foi-eigîx lands. Thiere are scbiools and
acadenuies iii tlîat land, foir soie î-ather
bold people wbio ivent; eai-ly to foreigui
lands, saw- the schîuols theie, camei back,
andit spoke of theinl to the People ini Japani.

The privahe sebools liave the old w'ay of
inîstruction. Tlîey teaicb Confucius, iea
cius, anid iuany ohlîeî- Cbiiiiese books. Boys
attend these sclîuuls as eîn-ly as five o'clock
lu the înioi-iiîgý. You se eacbi une of
hlitiii carry a squar-e clotli, wvitli soute calico
prinitiîig on it. These tlîey use to carr-y
the books iii, to keep t1ue durt off. Tlie
llooî' of these sebouls la covcî-cd witli thick-
miats, about four iliches. Tule boy-s beîîd
their knieea and ait before thecir (Icaka, bc-
twveen wlîoae flat legs the folded kiiecs ai-c
tlirust il). These desks are only about;
a foot bigbi.

Thie teachier is uisually old, and hie reads
alouid ho soutie four- or live of Uie class, in

a u i-'loned inu rmuî-ing, wlio boit( thii-
hîcada loîv duwîî on the books, afraid t
iook upl ]est the stare of .eilsei, or, master

flashes on thini. You should tbiink it v'ery
tiresoîne to fold iii the leg's su long, but
the boys are patient etioug.111 to en1dure it.
Yes, sottie fellows are se) culmina as tu
stretcbi out their legs across thieir nih
boî-'s back to avoid the îuaster's seellig
theni. Now the readitng of the teacher la
over, the boys bow low downi in tokengof
respect anid thaniks.

There is another t.biîg the boys carry ini
tîeiî biands. Take a square as large as a
boy's biat, sixteeni years old, (livide oite-
third of it Ifron the (>ther part and you
hlave a commun Japaniese luiich-box.
These vari-îislied boxes the boys fret filled
eaî:ly iii the moringi. A nother watches
a mlaid do0 it, and is careful to reject ariy-
tbiiig( thiat the child (lues not like. The
lunch is reaidy, die niotbe puts the liaka-
mie on lier child, tellînig luiîîi iot to soul it,
and away tbe boy goes ho bis school.

liu the country tbe streets are narrow
and a huorse-wa<'on lin a sti-eet w~ill leave
no0 place for mna to wvalk. Tliere aire
veehicles drawil by mon, iii wbicbi people
gfo a1bout fromu one part of tic City to an-
ater. It is rcally a laege kind of painted,
l)ox îitbi very liglit %vlieels. It otîly Costs
an average of five cents for a mile travel,
ini tbis Cart. Tbese cabmien stand la groups
ini ahniost evei-y contier- of the streets. WVilI
it x-aiîî or storîni, the boy caîls to these fel-
loi-s, skips i the caît and hie is brouglut
back to bis homue. Thesc ien know tble
nines of streets so> %ell. Remiciber the
cal-t is callcd jinrikisha.

'1'ey bia-e ut. kîîives and forks ini this
counitry. Nothing of this kind. Tbecy
use chol-sticks- two round( sticks tuait-
mzed witli î-iglit-liand fiîigeî-s, witli wbiicb
t.bcy 1 )ick 1ii) the liieces of nîceat and v-cge-
tables. Tlîey biave no neced of cutting the,
food; it 18 cut hli sulall pieces befo-e 3yOu
sec it brouiglt up tu the table. ,Tust try
if you can pick upl soute pieces ivitb two
sticks in onte liand. Th'le childrun are
tatugbt hiow~ to liandle themi. Tliey don't
cet ou a big table, for tbey have Sittali
tables,1 a foot taîl anîd a fout i-idç, one for
cacbl, on whiicb tlie bowvls anid plates are
set.

iàanyii of the people t]îank tlîeir cliop-


