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eliort to inter1)ret lier iinoods ancl beino, whiilc Wordswort1i's
whiole hiistory of tie soul is tinged withi ancd intcrprcted by, thie

pIiilosOl.), of iNature. Wordisworthi thius inay bc said to hiave
inugraeda niew tlcparture in E"nglishi poetry ; blhoughitrul

observation, eareless of expression, is somietiiines noble, but
often rude ; and studied scelusion temded unduily to si-xla
tion. Poets ne>i n c.,tUllal wvorld, real and vivid, and the
recluse is sure to be oiic-sided. So mucli for W*ordsworthi's
theory and imethiod. rf'liere is a miodemn and fatal restriction,
precluding tiie possibility of such keen, uxcited, and exultant
viîsion as Spenser's.

At Caiinbridg-e, Wordsw'orthi naturally drearnedc of tiose
great poets whio hiad thiere beeni rcceived and nurtureci in youth-
fui days. As bis spirit felt tfie beaiuty of the place lie thouglit
thiat

<'Scarcely Spenser's self
Could have more tranquil visions in his youth,
Or could more bright~ appi'arances cI-Cate
0f huinan foris N'ithi suipeiiliiia powers,
Thon 1 behield loitering on calin clear nighits
Alone, beneath this fairy work of earth,"

an early indication of bis intelligent affection (if -we may so
speak) for Spenser, whoin, indeed, irs after years, hie and Cole-
ridgre read together withi as inuch enthusiasmn as Eorner inspired
in the hicarts of Keats and Cowvden CLarke.

The stanzas written in bis pockzet-copy of Thomson's Gastie
of Indolence are noteworthy as both a self-revelation and a re-
miarkably successful imitation of the Spenserian style a,,nd stanzai.
Artegal and E lidur-e shiows sim-ilarity in subject, tone and treat-
ment. But Mie preface to Tite lVhite Doe of 1?ylstone, in point
of feeling, appreciation and syînpathectic imitation is Words-
worthi's best rccorded tribute to Spenser. We quote the flrst
stanza :

"«In trcllised shed withl chistering roses gay,
And, M-Nary ! oft beside our blazing fire,
Wl7hex y'ezrs of w-eddcd life Nvere as a dlay
Whose current answers to te hicart's desire,
Did --c together read in Spenser's lay,
Iiow Una, sad of soul-in sad attire,
The gentie IUna, born of heavenly birth,
'[o sekl hcrt knigrht wvent -%vandcring o'er the earth2'"
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