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THE MOST HOLY CORPORAL of ORVIETO

Bi, Piev. JUdfllridl I)a//ow, M. R. S. A.J

TN the year 1 26., %vleîî the Papal states ivere liarassed
jbv the Guelph and Ghiibellisie factions, Plope Urb-an

IV7., whiose reini %vas only four vears, lived with lus
court at Orvieto. H-ere, in this strongly fortified city,
perchied on a Ioftv moutitain, hie carried on thc goverlu-
ment of the Chiurech in safetv. As Groci ini His miercv often
coniforts Hils Chutrchi at illat moment %vlïcn lier trou-
bles seemi severest, so at this -,tinie thiere occured a mira-
cle ini connection withi the Holy Euicharist whichi lias ne-
ver perliaps beeîi equalled before or silice.

The followingY is an accouint of the prodigy, partly'
gatliered by Uie writer during a recent visit to Orvieto, anid
partlv froîii a valuable wvork ln Italian by Canon Pennaz-
zi. i-le lias reason to believe thiat this is the first descrip-
tionî of the Holy Corporal anîd its slirine tiat lias appear-
cd ini the Englisli languagre, and it is hioped thiat tue
peruisal of the accouint [tliough mnea-grel liere givenl will
foster a love for so great a Sacramient.

Tii E. Vii RGIN M. TV F 0SE.:

It lappetied lu Uie year 1 263 tlîat a Germian priest,
whiose nuaine is not recorded, passingr thiroughi Italv, mnade
a stay at the sniall to'vn of Bolsena, tuear the beauitifuil
lake of duat nine, about six miles fromi Orvieto. Bolsena
is an Italianized foruu of Volsiil, wluiclî ancient town,
situated luiglier up lu the country, wvas faimous as ouneo
the twelve capital cities of thie Etruscan League, the spoil
of wliicli Mien conquered bv tue Ronuans, B. C. 280, ill-
cluded 2,000 statues. Tlhis pricst, called ini sonie accounîis
Peter, anud styled a Boliemiian fromi Prague, wvas a devout
pilgtrimi, wlîo liad trave!led to Ronie, witlî nuchi labor and
fatigue, to satisfyv bis piety Ilad liniina Apostolorunui.
Fis special a)jct iii paying,ý, a visit ta Bolsena wvas douht-
less ta lîoiuar thîe nîeniory of a fanîous %virgrin-nuartyr, cal-
led Clîristina, wluose naine lias for nîany cenuturies bcen
tliere liclU ini benediction. In thîe chiurcli of tlîis ta\vn 15
an altar over Uic satint's tonub ini the crypt, and ini the uli-


