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Pure, crracc-consuninmated souls in Purgatory ? Il Tiiese
souls in the uvords of Saint, Caterine of Genoa, ', sut)

Ilmlit to their pain sojoyfully that they would not, on anv
&aceouint, have it Iessened iin the sliglîtest deg-ree. They
realize perfectly that it is xisely ordained bv (3od, so
that, far fromn lanienting, îîey accepti h as joyfully as if
UItev were alreadv in 11-leaven. 'l'le lire of lov'e is in

,them so active and vehlement that. they wv'.u1d 'villingly
4precipitate theniselves into purg-ý,atoriatl lires far miore
terrible than those îliev now endure, if thev could th ereby,
sooner remiove the obstacles hinderinIr their flighit towards
God and their union wvitl im'

H-owever, ncither the jov rcsultingr fromn the assu-
rance of salvation, nor th ic hppîniess of seeing thc dinîii-
nuition, througli sufferincr, of the obstacles Io union wvith
God, eau comipare -wnih Uhc ineffable peaee born iu temi
tlîroucgli sul)mission to (3od's Nvill. Thev, are where God
wills theni Io he. iiîcv would flot m11ake a motion to enter
1-eaven l)efore the awaîted signal. Their absolute sane-
titv would no inore admnit, of a desire than a reg-ret. Where
îlîev are, thev, are contented, siîîce God placed dieni there;
tliev wvîll remain contented as long as God leaves theni
there. Tiiere is miore 10v in 1laebut not more peace.

\Vhai. characterises Purgratorv therefore is a singular
combination of sufferinig arîd joNv, sorrow and felicitv.
This jov does not, exelude suffering; this st-rrow does îîot
ni. z felicity. These two, uuited in an ineffable nianuer
ini the saie soul, constitute a condition witlîout analogy
cithcr inu Heaven or o)n earth. But the end of these two
states of jov and sufferincg is totallv different ; the former
increcasi:îg steadilv whiuc thc latter diiniisiies uinceasincgly.

A crystal 'covered with a thick -t'ei] "' says Saint
Catherine oi Genoa, "atlougli exposcd to the sun, eau-
not receive its ravs, not bv' reason of aiv fault iu the sun,
foir it does ucit fail to shine, but on accounit of the Veil
whichi intcrcepts the liglît. B3ut, let the coveringr be gra-
dually reniov'cd and these parts suiccessivcly uncovered
%vil! receive more and more light, until the entire obstacle
hiavincg been removed, tic crystal wvill be comipletely pene-
t ratcd. So with the souls ini Purgar-ýtor\.. Sufféringr gra-
,dually consumes the rust. To conipleie thc destruction
-if tîis obstacle, to nicît this ice, add the unceasingy prav-
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