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From the Movascouan,
PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.

IFrioay, February 4.

Alr Speaker,this morning, read a letter from
s Excelleney the Governor, enclosing the
answer of His Majests’s Government to the
address of the House on the suliject of franhing,
from winch stappeared the Government were
not inchned to conceds the privilege which
it was the oliject of the address to attain,

Duration of Parliaments.

Qu the motion of Mr Doyle, the IHouse re-
solved atself o a Commuttee of the whole
Iouse, to take into consideratton the subject
of B.lls 3 and Mr Kavanagh being called to the
Chaur, the Comnuttee tovk up Mr Doyle’s Bill,
with respect to the duration of Parliment.

M Rudolf expressed Ing opposition to the
I, but, in so low a tone of voice, as to be al-
most inaudible in the gallery.  We understood
L to say that lus principal objection to the
measure was, his aversion to breahi. g down es-
tablished institutions.

Mr Fuairbanks saw no necessity for hurryng
through the mecasure. e thought it one ot
great importance, and conceived that every
gentleman ought #o have an apportunity o ex-
press lus sentimeats.  He had not altogether
myde up hismind upon the subject, and thought
that there was a general wish on the part of
members to have an opportanity of considering
it ia cvery bearing and point of view.

Ny Doyle was unwithing to allow any delay.
By the regular practice of the House, 1f there
was any opposition to the principle of the Bill,
it should have been exlubued on the second
reading ; and be had conceived that, aus that
opportunity had not been embraced, mgembers
generally were dispased for the adnpta of the
bill. It was no new subjeet, the prin®iple of
it had been discussed for vears. ‘The qpestion
invelved no compheated or abstruse reason-
ings; the plain and simple thing to be ascer-
tained was, whether members should hold therr
seats for seven vears or for four.  Far his own
part, hs was speahing Ins deiberate counvie-
t'ens, convictions formed long hetfore he had
had a seatin that House.  He thought the h-
berty ta sit for seven vears gave risecto much
misehief,

Mr Y. Surgonl wighed to hnow whether the
gentlemen who had respeetnnely advocated and
oppnsed the measure, woull not conscut to
refer 1tto the next session. Ie concerved that
on n question of such importinee, they should
have anopportanry of consulung thewr constt-
tuents.

Mr Jokn Young said, thatsf thas were a new
quastion, and not one whieh had been locg
agitated in the Country, he should thwk st pru-
dent to defer its disetissian, ull members had
povwer o ascertain the feelmigs of their consu-
tueney, hut there was no sulject on which the
publdic oonnon was more generally made np
At n public mecting whichhind been lately held
at Yarmoutl, the fiv-t resolnrion that had been
passed was one embodyine the principle of
the lull hefore the Hovse At mavy of the
electinns, gentlemen had heen oblized to pledge
themselves tn cupport i andd ho babeved there
were none at which esvprescons i favour of
this principle, had not heen ueed by the can-
didvres.  The ware frequently elections were
resotted to, the less effort would be mnde to
ohtam a seat, the lesz of turmail and riot, and
anary fue'ings, would attend the exercise of the
qleative franchise. The Government of the
blather Country fiad sanctioned the principle,
and though the Imperial Parhament was no-
winally septennial, 1o was i effect of a much
sherter duration. Upon every charge of min-
istry na appeal was mwade 19 the people, and a

King the sane course was pursued. These
circumstances prevent in England the duration
of any one session boyond the perwod which
had been fixed in the ill before Ilouse. He
was dasirous to avord unnecessary delay 3 and,
as the bull involved no intricate questions, re-
quinng cluse and continued invesugation ; he
did not percewve the necessity for puting it off,
Hg was glad that the subjoect had been brought
o the notice of the House at so0 eany a day,
as members, who then expressed their scu-

to their homes.

My Yiulkins was not present yesterdry, but
when he was infortmed that a bill of so inpor-
tant a nature, had already passed the second
reading, hewas perfectly astomshed.

sense of those who supported them; he was

by no means convinced, that the general scnli-:

sary tu delay the bill, petinons in support of
1t could be ebtained from every townshipin the
Proviuce. This, however, be considered the
hes* ime for the consideration of the subject,
‘T'he Iouse were not uow thronged  with busi-
nesz, and he saw nothing to prevent the sube
jeet from heing as well debated on that day as
i ayear from that time.  If questions of gene
eral simportance, like the one then befure the

It was adopted, and would have advocated it in con-
saud that the sense of the Coustituency gene-'
rally was 1n favour of the measure, but though jeopardize one good principle by tacking it to

gentlemen might give what they thought the lunother. Before thesession was over, he trus-

ITouse, vwere alluwed to lie over from time to
tune, raembers would tindthat five or six years

tunents, wounld have an opportumity of hearing , would pass away, and measures of the greatest
the echio of public opiniun before they retired consequence be neglected.

Ile conceived that one necessary conse-

‘quence of shortening the duration of the House
'would be the introduction of the vote by bal-

lut.  Ie was most anxiouws to have that system

ucxion withthe present bill, but was afraid to

ted that the House would take that subject up.
It was said that the home government had ob-

ment of the public was in favor of the measure jectious tothe balleting system, and if so, they

which was now before the House,
uncertainty existed on that head—could it be
proper to urge ou the measure ! If the pub-
lic voice called for the adoption of the measure,
the proper way to shew the general wish,
would be by petitions, and time should be al-
lowed to admit of their preparation. It had
been remarked, that a greater change hiad ta-
ken place in the ¥ouse by the last Election,
thanin any three previous Ilouses and that the
change was altogether attributable to an alter-
atian m the political sentiments of the country.
He was not of that opinion, and felt pursuaded
that su tus part of the country, any changes
which had been effected were owmng to the
operation of causes entirely accidental.  Ile
was desirous therefore that the real sentiments
of the people should be ascertamed, and was
favor of defering the budl ull after the recess.

Mr ITowe had entertained the hope, when
the second reading of the bl bad passed with-
aut debate, that the general feeling of the
fTouse was in favor of 1ts adoption,

Ie was at alf tmes rdductant to troulle  the
House with unnecessary speeches, aud fnd
not therefore feft 2 lus duty to expross the
grounds of s support to the Wil before any
oppositon toat had been ofiered. It was swud
that the House were bound to wast ull they had
recerved petitions on the subject.  He dud not
altogether counecur an that opwion. It was
<ametimes the duty of the House to mstruct
the corstitwency of the country, as well as i
was the duty ot the latter to anstrucet the house.
It the Honse felt any measureto be of vital un-
portance ta the Provnce, he did not conceive
tt tu be their duty to pause untul thie matter
was fuiced upon them by instructions of thar
constituents.  If, as some gentlemen saud, 1t
were improper te give pledges, 1t was certumaly
no less so to recewe mstrutetions. * *

# * » * e thought the
duration of Parhament at present too long, and
concerved that the homely maxim of ¢ Short
reckonings make long fnends,” ught have a
useful pohtienl application. It the Honse con-
tinued to mamfest the same spiryt, and calm
determination winch had characterized the
last few days, he dul not doubt but the people
waould be disposed to let them st for the next
twenty years. But it was the continuing o
sit that did the misehuef.  Rie wonld beafraid
to trust himself for seven yeurs 3 he would be
afraid that ease and comfort, and hmted re-
aponsibility, would cxercise an influcnce over
Inm almost unconserously.  The mare wtells
gent part of the constituency had wade up
their munds that the best clieck they could
have on a member, wias an opportunity to re-

view Ins conduct once every four years. lle

nzw Parliment called.  Upon the death of th :boclieyed that of it should be constdered r.eces-

While any jnnght prevent its intraduction in the mother

country il they thought proper; but, if the
fulles beyond the water thought they wero best
qualified to decide what was advantageous to
themselves, lie hoped they would allow us to
judge what was most sdvantageous to this
country.

Ay Cniaclke thought that there could be no
very great objections to the general principle of
the present ball, but as the hon, gentleman from
the County of Halifax had intimated that the
ulterior ntention of its supporters was the in-
troduction of the ballating system, with all its
decent, and shufiling, and demoralising efiects,
hie apprebended that thus was a very fatal ob-
jecuon to the adoption of the pertod of durstion
propoesed wn the ball before the House I the
vote by ba'lut were to be introduced, the elece-
tions should be anpual—if no such measure
were contemplated, he thought bimself, and it
was the opimon of'his constituents, that the
¢lections should be quadrenul.

Mr IV, Young thought it of great conse-
quence not 1o confound the real yueston before
the House withestraneous matter.  T'he ques-
tion was vot the propriety of introducing the
balloting system or annual parlisments, the
sole subject for discussion was the expediency
of himiung the duration of Parhument to feur
years.  llad the present measure been an io-
nevation upon the awcient principles of var
coustitution. hie would have felt wore difficalty
i mahang up his imnd to support it.

[Here the hon. wember lor Just un Corps
took a view ofthe laws und usage in Lngland,
m regard 1o the duration of Purhaments from
the days of Lidward 3d, d. wn to the presemt
time. ]

After this short sketeh of the history of the
duration of the Imperial Parhment, Mr Young
would call the intention of the House to the
question then before them.  Had he found the
Septennal Parlamant the original rule in Eng-
land, he should have hesitated 1 lending s
sanction to an nnovation upon estublished
prnciples. e had great dufliculties a< to the
question of voting by ballot, and prebably
nught feel Lumselt bound to oppose that mexu-
sure. e was an advocate for rational re-
form, nnd though he had no desire to pull down
the constitation by carrymg into offect vague
and theorctical notions, yet when he saw that
the clear interest of the people demanded a
change, hie felt mmself bound to give it bis ad-
voeney. As to the expediency of more {re-
quent Parhaments, lns conviclions upor the
snbjeet had been strenthenced by a reference to
ancient Iistory, which bad informed him that
the luntation of 113 length was no innovation
on the prnciples of the Constitution 3 and wis

thereforeno reason for more frequently appeals



