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lows 'IL is ovident unto ail mien digenItly
readiîîg the IIoly Scriptures and aIicint
autîtors, thiat froin the Apostîc' tie tlîc
bave been three orclers of ministers i
Chirist's Churchi-Bishops, l>riests, and
IXaeons. whlîi offices Nvero everinorc biad
in such reverend estimation. that iio mail
nîiglît prestune to oxecute any of tjein,
except lie Nverc first called, tried, cxaininued,
and kincwni to bave sucli qualities a-, are
requisite for the saine ; and also by Public
]?raýycr, witli imposition of biands, wvere
approved and admuitted tliereuntc- by LIwful
authority.'

Nowv %vliat is tlîis laNvfi authority, and
wleec is it derivcd? 2 onc eau doubt Llîat
in the first instance it %vis bestowed by Uic
Lord uponi His Aposties5, Nvlio i addition to
the fulncss of powver of îiniistering the
Word anid Sacraîuients, and the privilege of
fouîîidiiîg the Cli urch. of Chiribt, liad also the
pover of transnîitting and hianding- on to
others the sacredl min istry. IL '«as imot
long before thîey found it îîccessary to
crate the order of Deacons, %vitli the special
duty, at first, of cariîîg for the poor and
dealing with tbe funds of the Church,
thougli also authoriscd, as Nvc sec in the
case of Philip, to prcach and baptize; thon,
as Uic Chiurcli spread and new conigroga-
Lions were fornied, the Aposties appointud
a seconîd miniisterial ortler -tliat of the
P.riestliood, and develv..d upon iL all the
powers wvhielî they theniselves pscsd
except that of continuing and Lransnliittiing
iLs iiiinistry; to this second order the
names both of Presbyter (cd<lcr) arîd of
Bishop (ovriscer) Nverc often applied, bat
before long tic latter title '«as rescrved for
those '«ho, as tho Apostles foll aslcep in
deathî, tcok the oversiglît, not o.ily of one
congrcgation,but perlîaps of inany, and '«ho
succeüded to tlîeir special office and pri-
vilege of handing on to others the miîiis-
tonial cliaracter.

Our materials for the hibtory of tlie end
of the first century and cf the bcginnîng of
the second are very scanty, anîd '«o inay
'«cll understand that the distinct linos of
Church goverrument and organmisation, as
'«e bave them now, were at first less

clcarly nîaxXciLl ; but Lucre ait orlc ou tWo
fituts NvIicli cluarly iiitiLatu thu ctablibli-
ment of thu eIicupýtte C'1tiî Ii ApobtuIic
tinics. Tiinothy and 1Tus, tlioughi not
yet distinctif callcdl bisilops, rccived
autixority fri S. 1'atl fur the ordination.
of p)rush)ytcrb and to decad müih charges

brouht gaii.~tprc.,b3 turs. Tho p)o:itioii
Of S. 111Ii îIt JLrl.i,îlcUî1 sCeUnI te have
becul that of a bi.,IîUp, exriighis juris-
diution. within ci taLin ddý-iiite liuîiits ; and
%vit1in the lifetinu of those NY110o had
learnied froîni the u.~ it biad conic to
bc recognised that no chutrcli could bc
coniplete without thc tlîrc eiders of the
ininistry. ]3ibhops alene could ordain,
and by %vhatevt.r stops this camne about, if
we believe the promise of guidance givcn
by Christ to lus Church, we inust believe
that it was the work of the lely Ghiost.
iat the BishIops are tbc succcssors of the

Aposties is a faet of hiistory, and in. this
Apostolic suec.csion. we have the assurance
of the Inubrolien identity of Uic Church,
and the rallyi'ig point for lier unity.

A great Englislî teacher and divine bias
recently pomLted out that «'of public insti-
tutions in miodemrl Europc tlic episcopate
is tic most Ycrnerable. It is oldcr tliaîî
ainy secuilar thronc ; it is by sonire cen-
turies older thail the Papacy. It hiad
rieaclhed its priime w hile the Empire was
stili standing. It could shed its blood
witIî Cypriani ; it could illuniniate the
w orld by the coii,ecratLtI -ciits of an
Irc;iius, of an. Augubtine, of Chrysoston,
and flasil. The episbeopa.tt, as it traverses
the centuries, is lilie a wethcr-bcaten
barque, oni Nyhoso bull clabters inany a
shieil and wecd, and tells of thc scas of
feudal and political life bebind it; but as
thcsc iincrubtations faîl away we discoyer
that the essential feature of a spiritual
fatberlioodl, Nyhiehl Nvas always there, re-
mains intact. The tiLle "P aLlier iii G cd "
lias never disalpcarcJ.t from th,. laiiguage,
whethier of the Church, or of the lawv, or
of general literaturo, and iLs reality, even
in the wvorst Limnes, Las nce er been without
awins.

IL is ini tîxeir character of ' Fathcrs i
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