
TIBOUGH THlE FORE ST.

' It may bo that these very robbers tbey
tell one of live bore,' ho said to himisolf
uncomfortably ; but 1 can't wvauder about
the forest ail nigt.

So hoe dismounted, knoclicd at thé door,
and askeod for shelter. A poor haggard-
loohking woman, with somo littie children
crouching bebind lier, admitted him. 1 Yos,
hoe iiglit sheltor,' she said; 1 ler husbandl
wvouId be in by-and-by, --.di thon she %vould
see if thoy could givo bim a shakcdown in
the loft.'

Tho bovel was dark and miserable, and
the young man was i no wa.y reassured
wbon the father of the family came n
rough-Iooking fellow in a bear-skin cap.
Ile trembled for bis banhk. rivZcz, znet rUerly
refusedl ail invitations to go up tb.. Jteep
ladder into the loft overhead in searcli of
a bcd. IL would be easy to murder him up
there. Ro would sit by the fire; lie slould
prefer that.

«'Every man to bis taste,' was the mian's
reply, ' but I shail be glad to stretcb my-
self on the straw above, so if you'll band
me down that big book bebind you, izy
friend, l'Il rend a few 'words of Boly Serip-
turc as is oui custom, and thon be off to rest'1

The young clerk, stiil with bie band

WAS up near the City iRoaa anc ay,~ Soma chaps wcrc digging a drain;
Thc slywas clarkand the strects wcrcgrcy

'With a misty, drizzling rain-
biI ha donc mny worlt, and was hurrying by,

But a chap is bound to inow
What's up wlicn bc hcars a frightened cry,

Ana a crowa begins to grOw.

i ncws flics fast. The word was passcd:
1 Thedaraini 1 '1the props l' ana ,savc!i,

Tho carth ha slippcd, and thc mcn weca fast:
Thrcc souls ini a living grave.

Thcy ha mates at hand, by luck, poor chapa,
Who hurricd with pick ana rope;

Thought I, Thcy'il dig 'cm ont sbaxp pcrhaps,
But Utila the verso, lct's hopc.

sa i stood ana watchea thora for a whilo,
As I'd nothinZ ciso to do.

They tbrcw the carth in a goodly pile,
Ana ana of the las gai through.

'HIurrah!' -wcnt up froni tha watching throng,
Ana rang tbraugli the misty air.

A girl I knew came running along,
Ana uigbtea me standing thocra.

On bis re-volver, did as lie %vas askied,
and by the timo tbe reading" was over liad
quite recovercd bis composuro.

A man wlio could rend tho Blible te bis
family coula hardIy bo contemplating
robbery and murderi The clerk's watch
by tho firesîdo soon b-(-.amo a hicavy sleep),
andwben hoe wolie at daylighit lie found al
bis possessions safo, a portion of bindi
bread and milk set ready for bim, and a
little lad of oight years old rcady to guide
him on lis journey.

Wisbing bis rougli friends good.bye, ho
Lo startcd on his way. Whon bis littie
guide had put him on the right moail and
loft him, the thouglit struek the young
clerl<, « What a fool 1 must'h bt despise
religion, theon I lnow that it maies mon
honest, and true, and merciful! ' Thon
hoe thouglit of bis mother who bad se
carefully instructed hlm as a child, of bis
father who had said wben dyingy 'Serve
God,' and at last smitton te the heart, hoe
eried ont co.ud, ' oh God, teacli me to
know Theo. Forgive mc ail the ignorant
and foolish words I have said concerning

And fromn that day forward no one beard
the voung man declare bimself an inlldel.

« Oh, Jcml1' sha gaspcd; 1 can't you hclp ? go, go,'
Ana sha soir -'and1 shook niy arm;

'It's.vour brotbtr, lad, tha4. is down below,
Ana yon îÎtanding thora so eaum 1 '

'My brothrr' There, ina sccond's spaca
1 was diegng away iiko mai-

Fcaring ta lighi on his poor doa face-
Thc only brother i ha i

Ana Ii =i outi -with a bruisa or tira,
But otngof harm basidc.

You'd scarccly think îvhat I say is truc,
But I tair brokae doim anal crica,

To think l'il been standing staring thcra
Whcn-my kmn -ras Iika.to dic,

Letting the others do ail my share,
Ont of shter stuiiiiy.

XI scanis ta mc, whcn I coma to think,
That aur lifc on carth poas so;

soa standing safcly upon thc brna,
Soma sunir in the dcpths baloir.

Ana in sure, if peopia anly knew
That their liroth=r iera likc to dia,

Thcy'd hasten to sc what thcy coulal do,
instea i o! jsi staniig by.
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