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him. Haltan hour passed, but ho did
not return,  Opimons were divided ns to
whether ho was having a (lea-éle with
tho beautiful Jewess, or whether her
grin. custodian was making it unpleas-
ant for him,

=
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I had just stepped out on deck for a
breath of Liesh air, when Westcott sud-
denly brushed past e, with a strange,
set look upon his face. o appeared so
different from the gay, careless, young
fellow who had left us a short timo be-
fore. 1 was positively staitled at the
changein him. Instead of mnking for
the smoke-roon, ke went straight down
into tho saloon, where I heard him call
to tho steward for brandy. It wasplain
that tho adventurous youth had recerved
somo sort of a shock, which had sobered

i considerably. Ve saw wo more of
Iam for the remainder of that evening.

Pho following mormng he was cx-
tremely reticent upon the subject of s
visit  Wo could searcely get o word out
of lmm abont it T'o all our questions ho
simply rephed that he had learned noth-
ing rc;i:mlin;: tho relationship between
the gird und theman, though he adnatted
having had a couversation with the
latter. He appearcd so anxious to avoid
all reference to the affair, and took such
pains to have his eseapade hushed up,
wo began to suspectthero wassomething
amiss. ‘The general belief was, however,
that he had fallen hopelessly in love
with the girl.

Later 1 the day I happened to en-
counter him ou deck, sul" looking un-
commonly grave  He immediately took
me aside as if he had something of um-

riance to communicate,

* Mostyn " ha said. in themost serious
manner, ** this is a shocking affair!"

“*Whatis?"”

*“ Why, about that girl.”

* What about her?™

“Quite enough I can assure vou.
Listen * that lovely, innocent-looking
creature is 8 mundercss! "

A mmderess?”

“1t's a fact, and a horribly cruel one
into the bapain  That man who is
accompanying her is a_detective, and is
taking her back to the States in custody.
As soon as ever they arrive, she will be
put on trial for her life.”

** Youamnzomo! ", .

“1 shouldu't wonder, I tell you it
has been a bit of a shock to me—nbout
the worst I have had for some consider-
ablo time. Last night the detective,
whoso name is Wade, gave meo all par-
ticnlars, and showed mo a nowspaper
cutting with a full report of tho casc.
Rriefly, her history is this: It appears
that her namo originally was Rachel
Adams, and she formeﬂ{ resided at
Hartvillo, in tho State of New York.

About twelvo wonths nio sho married a
man ngmed, Lovi, amiddle-aged, mibcrlf'
Jow, but immensely wexlthy by all
accounts. ‘Theo marunge, of course, was
a wretched one, as was only to bo ox-
pected under the cireumstances. Before
tho year was out, the girl had murdered
her husband in the most cruel and pre-
meditated manner, plandered the safe
and escaped to England, Wade was
sent after her, and succeeded in arresting
her in London,”

* But, my dear fellow, juldging by her
appearance when wo saw her on’ deck
yesterday, sho looks anything but a
murderess.”

*Thatis tho curious part of it,"” West~
cott xe‘;liul, gravely. ' Wade tells mo
ho_can't very well'make her out. On
ordimary occasiont sho scems as gay
and hively as possible, and a p:uentl¥ 13
quito oblivious of the fact that she has
committed any crime whatover. At
times, however, the knowledgo of her
guilt appears to burst upon her all in a
moment, and then he has actuzlly to
restrun her lest sho should do herself a
fatal amyury.  Of course,” ho added,
puthing himsel! up suddenly, * the de-
tective didn’t want the story to be blab-
bed all over the ships in fact, ho asked
mo speosally to keep it to myself, so 1
tell you in strict confidence, you know."”

It was only to bo (-xpecwu‘ that before
tho day was over, Westcott had told tho
samo talo to two or threo others—also
“1a strict confidence.” A sensational
report of this kind does not take long to
spread on board ship. That evening the
smoke-room was ringing with tho news;
poher and ccarté were neglected for tho
time being, and the men fell to discussing
the caso in all its bearings. It was evi-
dent that the general opinion was setting
strongly in tho girl's favour,

“Even supposing.” said Kolstor, a
Cincinnati lawyer, “sho was really
multy of this act, it must have been
done in & fit of temporary insanity.
Her whole bearing goes to prove this.
1 don't believo there's a jury in the
States would convict her."

* Ah, but you lose_sight of the fact
that, ding Wade's
the cvidenco cleatrly shows the cnime to
ba premeditated,” putin Westcott, ** Be-
sides, ho tells me there's a strong Jewish
element in Hartville, and they sre all up
in arms against her. Ho declares they
will movo heaven and earth to get her
convicted.”

“That alters tho aspect of the case
considerably,” remarked Kelston, reflect-
jvely. “If tho Jews have the.upper
hand, 1 wouldn’t give much for her
chances.”

*“Ivs a_bluo look-out for her, cer-
tajl?‘ly." said Senator \Vi)u.“of’Dakou..

ensued a4 10 what could b dono for the




