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(ch. 6 and 8-13). In bis absence the people becarne carteeo, aud on returning ho found
it necessary te institute many reforme (ch. 13: 7, etc.), amongat them a reforpiaton of
the Sabbath. Hia plans and methoda are deait with in thin lesson. They reveal Nehemiahi
as a servant of Gyod a pro,#da man of affaire.

1.~ The Babbth Broken, 15, 16. bath that they Iîad been taught cf God to
'V. 15. In thoae days; atter his return keep.

troui rersia to Jerusalem. &iw I in Jû-
dah; as ho went about hiB duties as gover- IL. The Sabbath Breakeru Eeb'uked, 17,
ner, Judah wa -the naine given te the le.
wouthern province dt Palestine, of which Jer- V. 17. Icontended; remonstrated and uged
usalern was the capital. Somne treading wi»tv- his officiai aut4hority. WUJL the noble; the
prew8e. The grape gatherers trod the jtuoe higher classes of the people, who were miost
out of the grapes in a trough orâes, and to blaine, becauee better infornîed and more
tise juice rau into a wine vat: .fn bring'ing free te do as they pleased than the comînon
in sheares. (Margin, 11ev. Ver,, " heapé of pe-ople. Profane the Sabbath; by niaking it
corn"); gathering their harvests and briuging a common business day.
themuintotie city. lad'ig aues (1ev,. Ver., *V. 18. Did not your fathers ehtu f The
" kwding usses therewith I). Ail kinds of breaking of the Sabbath wae ever a chief sin
heavy work were indulged in. And ail mon- of God'e rebellious'people; And a prolific
uer of burdena; every kindof produce usuaily parent it al waym ln of other sins. And did
sold at Jerusalemn. The 'desecration of t.he not our God bring all ths emil upon tu P The
Sabbath wus general. On the Sabbath day. captivity, with ail ite attendant iieries
"The temptation to desecrate the Sabbath the fair city ef their fathere in ruins and in

in eider to maintainjamicabIe relations with a t% rant'a ham]. These e4-le were thç direct
Gentile traders (who knew no Sabbath) wus outcome ef the transgression et God'e laws,
a constant source of religiousa delpneracy of which the law of the Sabbath wua a prin-
ameng the Jews." (Cbin. Bible.) ItMatiZed; cipal onek. (Jer, 17: 27; Ezek.90 : 13.) For
agalnstthoeewhomoprofanedtheSabbath. In gracieus promises to Sabbath keepers see
Mheday trherein*htey.oldviaual. The rebuke sa. 58: 13, 14. Yet ye èIing mor.e wrath.
wus prompt. With Nehemiah to decide was Net heeding the warning of the pat, they
to at. He vus a practical mn. continued te violate the Sabbath snd thuti

V. 16. Men of Tyre. Traders from Tyre to incur tho lispleasur of G7od, Rom 1: 18.
dwelt ,in jcrusa èe. -The Tyrians, like .&Il
the Pho.çnicians, wcre noted traders. Wlich MII The 8abbath Ob..md la-n.
broughi flhh; slted and dried sud, perhaps, V. 19. TPe gates began to be <kirk. Theme
fresh, frein the Medilerrunean. Jerussiemn entrances wero as deep a the indl were
had ite "fi1sh gate"I (3 : 3). Zidon, the neigh- thick sud thug grewýdark Bt early dusk. The
boring city to Ty-re, nicans the " fiahery." Sabbe*.h began atfanae Ile games; the

AUmanner of ware. The articles of inter- " deors I (11ev. Vt)&). Tiseoe *mes' ither
change between Tyre and Jerusalem were minait outrances iii the ptes, or 'th great
n umerona. Tyro wus particularly fameus for gates t.henSelves. (3aarged; the sine word
a peeuliarly'erplt-iidid dye with which, its se " commnanded" I-in "the previeua ckrus
clotha were colored (Ezek. 27: 7). Sold teste 7MU after týje Sxbbotk, tili1 the nextf&misg at
the ('?aldren of Judah; and in Jerusalemn. thuset. &wn of my wrI~peirýstâen.
The Tvrians had ne Sabbath. The people danta et Nehezniah whomn ho could trnst. At
ef Judah aud Jerusalem, th rough contanan- tMe gaie8, 11ev. Ver. IlOver the ate" l; he
tion et much neighhors, st away the Sab- Set thein We superintendent tise watch, tlsat
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