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PLAIDS AND TARTANS.
@NE may speak of the present season as that

of the revival of the pluid.  ©Plaids never

go out ; they are standards,” says the Scottish
merchant, who, having o passion of nationality
within hiwm, devotes time and study and large
investment also to this historic material,

Yet, granting his statement, tartans and ‘the
larger plaids have their periods of revival, and
the present season is sucl: an one.

We, who buy our tartan carelescly and because
it is fashionable, choosing merely the colors most
becoming, do not get half the pleasure from iv
that the true heather daughter does, who with
proud thought uf Clan or sect, selects the barred
squares and colors peculiarly her own, by that
blood strain which filtered through long centuries
and broken by wide waters, seems to grow finer,
purer perhaps, but never weaker,

None but a Scotch woman should venture to
talk the mysteres of plaids . sometimes I think
none but Ncotch folk should wear them. Clothes
should mean something beyond simple covering,
and the more nearly we make our attire an ex-
pression of state or condition, the higher we lift
it from the realim of petty vanity.

The richest things are the silk velvet plaids and
tartans. A woman who can afford a
bodice of Mackenzie or Stuart tartan,
for instance, with its warm crimsons,
is fortunate indeed.  But these are
expensive, Next come the silk tartans,
ard these ave delightful for ¢“at home”
days, home evening wear, the informal
lancheon, or five o'cluck tea, when the
heavy coat must be slipped off. The
tartan silk is rarely made in any save
gosd quality. The bodice sleeves
should be fall, yet unlined, and the
whole appearance soft, since the vivid
coloring and well defined stripes give
all the character necessary.
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Of coursc, n skirt of the tartan,
except it be onc of the quictest colorings,
is undesirable, although small chec'.s
and shepherd’s plaids are in season for
costume,

Besides the silk plids, fine stuff
materials are shown in all the tartans,
and there 3s nothing more comfortable
or wartuer and neater in appearance for
winter oodices than these.  They must
be well made and the pattern carefullv
matched at all the seams, since an un.
evenly mawhed plaid is an eyesore.

We illustrate (Fig. 1) a very effective tartan
blouse of crimson ground and dark blue and black

bars.  The back ix seamless and made on the
bias. It is fitted closcly to the figure and finished

with a neat rvipple. The absence of seams, and
bias in sleeves, bodice and skirt frill gives a
charming glove-fitting effect.
" L) . -

In (Fig. 2) we illus.
trate a shephierd’s plaid
recently wade for a tall
and stylish Toronto
voung Irdv, The bodice
y is winde with vest and
holera front of fine black
tadies cloth, The bolern
is set in av the under
arm seams.  The back
is of the plaid and is
seamlesy.  The vest is
ciosely braided with
black braid, while cufls
and ocollar are finished

Fig. 1.
with the same. It is also formed into three frogs
which adorn the front.
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The costume is remurkably stylish and refined,
yet distinetive,

Fig. 3 ilusteates o very effective plaid costume.
It is trimmed with pipings of black velvet and
has collar and cuflts of the sume.  When anentirve
dress of tartan is chosen, the darker colors are, of
course, preferable.  The Gordon tartan which
should be of especial interest to Canndinns just
now—dark blue and green centre within navrow
yellow bars—or the famous Blach Watceh, or
Macleod—these, with many others are fitted for
suits throughout.  Yet the plaid bodice alone will
remain chiefly in favor, with dark skirt of plain
material.

One of the things to be remembered in dealing
with plaids i that the matervinl must be good,
i cotton pluid is unspeakable.

Another, that the seams should be as few as
possible, and wlen they are necessary the squares
and stripes must match.
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Fig 2 Fig. 2.
Plaid silh 2ies (Lig. 4) worn with the wurn
down linen collar are very pretty and becoming.
The plaid bu. also, which we illustrated Jast
menth, is charming. A deft fingered girl may
make quite an effective house dress for herself for
the wintcr by re-modelling a plain skirt of lustre
or any other dark materinl, making it a trifle less
full and close-fitting about the hips. She should
get a dressmiker to cut the bodice, with seamless
back and on the biax. The bodice should be
made close-fitting and high at throat, and worn
with white collar, cuffs and plaid tir. A plaid
silk belt of the same tartan with buckle arna
wented with badge of the clan, ay be worn with
goad effect at the waist line above the vipple,

Each clan hasits awn badge. With the Gor
don tartan ivy leaf should be worn; with the
Stewart, oak or thistle: with the Mackenzie,
holly ; with the MacLachlan, mountain ash ; and
so on. Thesc «ymbols may be bought on belt
buckies, or mad:  ~ arder.

It is always wuts  while to make one's castume
as oomploto as possio.e.

A pretty passing -
fancy seen in Toronto
during October days is
the tartan te or band
worn on  the popular
walking felt hat, It is
bright and jrunty, and
especially  suitable  for
the wheel.
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THE
LATEST HINTS.
HE newest skirt s

moditied as to tlare,

Shivred chantilly tulle,
buth black and white, is growing in favor for even.
ing wear, and is made without lining,  Arms and
shoulders seen through this gaunzy materinl are
idealized. )
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Seams in coats aud tailor-made gowns are all
defined either by stitchings, strapp.ngs, fur or
hraid.

The fur-trimmed gown is usualiyprettiest when
of dark blue or brown cloth.  Beaver fur is, of
course, the hest liked for coat teimming,

A leader of Toronto fashion has
recently had an alround kilted skire
ma-le for her of 1ich durk blue cloth,
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9 wit 1 jucket bodice and chiffon front.
AT . . .

‘The tendency toward a departure
from the absolutely plain skirt is to
be seen in seam straps, punels, foot
trimmings, and the hinted revival of
the kilt, than which no prettier skirt

. - could be devised.
AN The wide belt which suffered a
O X siight relapse during the past two
L months is to the tore again in the
\ //4/ form of shaped satin folds at the

waist,  The corselet in various forms
is so becoming, with the fashionalie
9 bolero, that it is not likely to be
allowed to vanish,
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. The run of late autumn suits in
Torouto censist of skirt and short coat
of ladies’ cloth, tweed or camel’s hair,
worn with blouse. The coat having
loose front, double breast, revers, big
buttons.  They are decidedly English,

Our Detroit  correspondent  writes: I have
not been through any of the stores yet to see the
winter styles, but the windows are full of fall
and winter garments. On the street you sce
shirt waists of all sorts and conditions of rater.
inls. AN sumawer e onex mad. from chang-
vable silk have been the most Ywhionabie, made
after the Gourlay pattern, i e y.ake in the back
coming well aver the shoulder line, and no fold in
front, merely the sides faced, worn with high
stand-up white collar and tie, and those whe
desive to he “up to dalc ™ wmust wear the
collar with  the pointed ends sticking into
the ohin, not turncd back a? all.  Shirt waists of
vodurey are replacing the sitk ones. T aw a
very stylish looking costime yesterday on the
sreet—a grdden-brown corduroy shirt waist, with
white eoilar and tie, brown and white cheek skirt
and belt and brown rough walking hat. These
waists wiil e worn beneath the coat thughout
the winter,

Short corduruy coats are alsa o be xeen ; and
when of the best quality are very handsome,
Some extremely rich shot effectein corduroy vel-
veta are also shown, Manax,
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