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RCHMAN’S FRIEND.

haughty ambition, tao, in the order; while-the
care with which history blazons thé dereliction
may lead to some suspicion, thaf, in the darkest
age, a priesthood thus venal and debased was
the exception rather than the rule—tho spots,
and never the dise wholly obseured. But among
us, in the reality of our present, there must be,
for such a cliargo to lie, a chango so revolution-
ary in the entire condition of the amount and
wodo of maintenanco—the work as well as the
spirit—the whole being of society around them
—that it is now scarcely within tho scope of
imagination to realize the oxistence of such a
state of things.  But their position is renderad
sudly falsel and  poverty wiy creato ovils
strangely akin to wealth and jtslusts. Fxtromes
meet in many social and moral problems.  The
intense exigeney of the situation forces them into
“thought for the merow,” and brings the in-
convouicnces aml evils of this forbidden soliei-
tudo in spite of themselves; from which none
reluet more than the sufferers, and are more
reluctantly drageed into that whiripool of moral
contradictions and bewildering claims; of fulse
positions, unmerited suspicions, and even direct
impeachment.  As a Western Bishop, my ex-
Jerience convinees me that the inadequate sup-
port which ministers receive, should be regarded
as the great canse of that portion ‘of hindrance
which the Chureh is now bewailing in all her
borders—of deficiency in the numbers and capa-
city of her clergy, and the restless spirit of ler
pastorship,

" I bng them to urga, as of paramount, ineal
culable importance, faithful exertions in the
parishes and stations to provide a more liberal
and surer maintenance for the clergy; solemn
care in making offers of support—unbending

* honesty in pledzes of salary—and resolute fide-

lity in exact and punctual payment. Some
dioceses have required by canon that each mini-
ster shall state, in his annunal report, whether
the pecuniary obligations have been thus fulty
and punctnally met.  The object of this provi-
sion 1s,-{o shield the delicacy of the minister; to
make the whole & matterin which the corpoiate
honour of the Church is concerned; to elevate
the stipend to its graver form of debt due to
God; of which tha Churelr is the trustee, and
the balanca is in the Sauctuary; to gather
round the lonely and oppressed brother vhose
isolated wrong the unthinking workl brands

b with odium, and perverts into misdemeanour of

his.

It is said fo work well. T do not venturs to
recommeind i, or sy specifie comse, for present
action; though some provision of the kind is
ombodicd in the proposed Canous.  Anything
that can ghve the defenceless minicter, who
would, and does saffer most deeply, rather, than

" complaing who woukl die, rather than treat this

. gaered debt—on record with achnowledgment

in Gol's book—as a question for an earthly suit;

anything that can make lim offieially protected
by the Chureh’s sentiment and inquiry, will ba
of deep use and expanding effeét, in its ramified
influence for the purity “and progress of the
Chuarch in our land.—Convention Address of
the Bishop of llinois.

Clnreh Frws,

Canapa—A meeting to the Subseribers of the
Episcopal Endowment Fund was held in Lon-
don on the 20th November, {or the purposa of
receiving the report of the Deputation, which
had been charged with the duty of visiting the
different parishes in the proposed Western Dio-
cese, and of soliciting contributions towards the
Fund. 'The Deputation stated that they had
collected a sum exceeding £10,000. A very
small portion of this amount was paid in cash;
of the remainder about one sixth is in notes of
hand payable in six months, and five sixths are
secured by mortgage on real estate. 'Bhe report
further expressed the firnz conviction of the De-
putation that an additional sum of £2000
might easily be raised. And the correctness of
this opinion cannot be doubted, when it is
known that (with the oxeeption of £140, which
has been collected in smail sums in the town of
London) the whele fund has been contributed by
less than three hundred and fifty subscribers,
Six or seven parishes have not hitherto been
canvassed at all, and in almost every one of
thoso which have been visited, thero are church-
men who may be supposed to be willing and
able to aid in the accomplishment of this im-
portant oljeet, but who, on account of absenco
from home, or other circumstances, have not yet
been applied to. Another fact deserving men-
tion is, that £1,385, Leing 13% per cent, or
more than one ecighth of tke whole sum, has
been contributed Dy twenty-cight clergymen.
Surely it may be expected that the rich and
numerous laity will subscribe at least ten times
a3 much as the few clergy have given out of
their seanty incomes. ' .
At the meeting on the 20th a resolution was

upon the Bishop of Toronto to take such steps
as may be neeessary for proceeding, to the clee-
tion of a Bishop, The Deputation in the mean-
‘whilo were requested o resume their labours; as
| it was admitted on all sides that thie income of
! the fund ‘already sccured is very inadequate: to

adopled, that the chairman be requestod to call |
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