
TH1E CONSL'QUENCES 0r ÏVEGLECZ'.

and pains îk ing celiti vatien. Iti carrying titis preocess ferartl
aisE te a suiccesatul issue, tlicro isi andti nînst ho a Imrîotu-il
,wartare ivitli that tondleîcy in nîatîure te originate and oxlîauist
iLs powrar et p)retinetivenoss upon tlîe witi vine, the tlîorîî,
the thistlo, and the wood. Nattiro's cultivateti protductiens
aise, evon whon breniglit te thîcir higicst perfection, cati ho

po*rpotunted in this stitte but by tue mttost assititotîs care. Ail
Ot Our pertectoti vineos, fruit trucs, veotahlea, And graitns
conte itudor tue law of degeeracy and extinîctieon as Bonn as
tlîoy Are subjeet te nogloot. IIow sotti wvoîilî ai oîîr habita.
tiens iteccieO tonantîcess if tue brecachos rostiltimig frem titis
universai totîdcîcy te docay anti dissohîtion woe net ropairod 1
IIow seon ivocid Ail our woaithlincome cerruiptoîl, and our
gariients motli.c * n, antI iroti and gelîl anti silvor eaîiicered,
If they wvero net caretuiliy guartied agitst sumch tîniversal, tcîî-
tiencies 1 Ail otîr productive macliinoery, aise, wouid tiet ecly
rîîst aud rot wvhcro it is, huit wouilîl romnain nttorly nîroînc-
tive if sînîply ncgloctcd. %Vo mtust liarnessanamml g u our
steeda Amni carrnages, or tiîey -siil carry uîs tie wiitmter. Wc
mumst liatidioeuox kmîivos «amd turks, Anîd speons aîîd cuîps, or
tlîey %vili convey ne feood te our nitiithu. Tlîe on gime will
le.ad ne tramn along the track utiloss tue steate is appi icu, and
tue omgincer directs the course. Thio %vinds and the wavea
wl dasta the vossel tpon saine rockbonu coast, and net wat
iL te tho ulosirod iavmm, umtîess tho cemmnantt takes luis
observations, amîd consulta bis cItait, atît the ipilot statnds fast
at tue wheoi. Tîte lîrincifîbo is iuivemial throuîghout the Wvide
deittain et extonal nature, thtat tue attaiuîtîcmît et roal geod is
ituuîîîutably conditioncul en intelligent foresiglît, %vatcliful dii.
gonce, and paiiistakitîg cane And labour, aiid titat negleet is as

îo.utrutctive iii its nestîlta as violence.
I.ual ".0 suippose tluat a princilule %vlich liolta se univer-

5aily in tue demain et cxterîîai nature tioca net hoid oquaily
imu tumat ot mid ? WVe muîst carefîuity cîtîtivato mnatutre, or it
will yiold ne fruîits adapted te the wvanta et oxternal lite.
Shocld wo muet imiter frein Luis timat tue fruits ef knowletige,
geodness, anul well-bciitg wvil net ho imdutccd in mid, but by
assidiious caro and cver-wakcful cultivatien. 'Tho utîculti-
vatoti gardon produces metitg huit %vuods. Wiii tue nogiccteti
mind spoctamioonsiy nuiorn itseif iit the beautios atud graces
et virtuc and goodncss ? Will iL become luxuriant iii anytlîing
but ignorance and vice ? The negiectoîl field becomes a w'iit
iraste et braîmîblos, titistlos, amîd 'veedg. %V'hat, thon, suiait ho
tîto cuîaceter and îiestitîy et mtegleced mid ?

Lot us turti eur tlhoighrts for a tev momntits te the tacts et
the case. Wluat iii tian pitysieally? Ou wvlat conduitions
cati hie bocoîne streng aitu lieauitluy Wluoicsoiuie food aîîd
tdrink are tue first condition, anti vigorous exorcise the mîext.
Wtlîout etthor tue systmn becomes net oîîiy wevcak, huit tue
victiin et disease amud eariy dissolution. If we %vilI tiot axer-
cibe ouîr phlysicai poîvor.s se that tuuey nuay bocome strocg and
hie lthy, thu, vital forcos will se act as tu gonerato 'voakicss
and dîseaso. 'l'hie itellect follews tite saine lawv. To 1)055055
sa inîtelligence stroîîg attu vigoreus, th e menoîtal poeors must
huab tîîteil te roading, esuy . contemnplationu, and tii

the endurance et the wcight et groat thiuiîhtts. Lot the
developuietut et the iittellectual pewers bo siînpiy noglecteul
for te first twcenty or thirty ycars et lite, anud thie capacity
for soitd thiitiking, aîîd for the appreciation et thie beacties and
excelleticies of thuglut, dies ont iii the mnit, and iL vvihl bc-
comnte fruitful ertly et theîmghts trificg, iov, grov-elicg, and
debased, jîîst as your gardeit, lott witlut caretul cuIti1vation,
wvill beceme trutittuil ouily etf vceds. Se a mind, cducatod to
an appreciat:on et the beautiful, the true, and the gooti, in
thocght, in speecht, in nature, aîtd in art, becomes aise instinct
with emetiens et a cerresponding cluaracter. A ntind net
thus educatcd, not onlv romains voià et such feelinîgs, but
becomos the abodeofe vîtîgar amîd dcbasing eoetions and senti.
meonts. Se iii the formation et good pricicipies and habits. If
an iidîviduai duoos net carefully chierittît good prineiîîles and
habits by tue assidueus practice et tîsetul industry Anud htabits
et temperamîce antI pnrity, his tnind will spentanconsly oducate
itacit te a state of tixed si4ijectii-to cvii principles and bad
habits. Soine formn et actuvity the mid, vill take oti for itselîf.
If we give a riglît direction te its activities, in otîr experietice
wve shail neap the hiappy fruits of tnnth and geednesa. If we
siMply negleot te, do thia, thon tue mmnd wiil of itacif take on
alawiessterm ef actîvity,wbich ivili land the seul in destruction
and perditioni.

Let ns now turn our thouglîts te the formation et moral
and religions principles and habits. Lot us suppose that a
man uttenly repudiates the serions consideration et religion,
wholly neglectz the stndy, and aven the reading et tîte Scrip-

turcs, AMId sttqpoiu<i ail attcndance uipon Christian dlutios, an.d
urlnîxîîict of c%. cry kîtti. At 1trât theîîght. wo siieuid supposG
tîtat siî.-h a mati w otld have ne tixoui religionis principlos
or scntiîîîe.ts. This wvill bu far troi.i beirg the case, howover.
This inan wiIIll v a systîni et boliot rolatively to Ged, duty,
prohittion, ant i inierality. Ilinan tbinking cannot confine
itsolf to the t;rec of the priosent and the visiblo. It nintis
ascn il to the inîvisible, the etornial, aud the iiitiîîite. Tho
certain restnlt tif a ncgkcct tte iînprovo the liit vouclisnfed
ivili ho, tiîat notîing but the sucida of errer wiil gerinate
in the mind unulr sncb circuinstaîicos. Th tuat will have
înany opinions, but nue tif thin wvill ho truco. Serieus
thonglit, carncat anti lioncst ruse.,rcli, a carofuil Btndy of the
ehart of existence, anti that otnly will lead te a correct know-
lodgo of the triith anti of tho ,%vay tif lite. If it wvas the fixeti
purpose tif tho mii to forin none but taise principies and
opinions on the snbject oif religion, it countet bo more certaitn
of sucli a rosuit, thau by t'oglecting earnest, suber, and honoat
inqniry, andi leaving its religions convicti n rs t.) ho dutertiiicd
by the o ilicti% thonghits % idci w ml thein s.>Oitaneously
arise in the hecart, and Iloat jute it frein the world aroutid.

The saîine heolds equîaily of the formation et religions
cliaracter aîd hahits. Th'lo Christian virtues are net native
in tue humait heart. Tbey are exotica, anti cati ho iîitrotlnced
thora but by transplantation. Simple iieglect will rentier timeir
tioiial)learauce just as certain tiiere, as the nti.piatiting et
yoiir gardon Nvill imisuro tue absenîce iii it of the cuitivated
vinie aîîd vegotabie. The grace of pardoni, aîîd the gift of lite
iii Christ, desctids te, the nirid bat tiirougli tho avetnue et
"'repeontance teward Geti, and faitlî tnward our Lerdi Jesus
Chiris4t." Ne mn, until lie tbinks tit hiî wvays, ever repetits
et sin, anti turcs lus fcet tinte God's testituotîjos. A tlîought-
less uind tiever emtrîîsts its iiaîmertal iiturests te Iiti %vio
alono is îîîiglîty te save. The tuait whîui îeglets giving
thîeîghit te tho tact oif sut, amîd te lus neeJ et redeîtîptieti frotît
iL, is jîîst as certain et dying iii liii sint, as if it Wvtts the Iixed
atai et luis lite te itîcet death iii ne etiier state. So aie
wlîeiî tue scods ct virtue and et the Christian lite have bogun
te gernîinate iii the lieart, tlîey cati tie muire bc deoloped te
fuit nîaturity witlîent wateliftîi cîtîtivation, tuait tut, seedB iii
yomr gardion wili blossi oit te fuil proditctiveitcss if ioft te ho
clîokod by weeds, aîîd truddeil down, aîîd rootctl tp by the
swine.

My lîcarer, wiîat de yen tlîink et lîcaveti? Whît (dues the
Bible say et it? Nihist iet the iniiî soieîîluw attain te a
ripeîîod mutetness fer it hetero it cati attaiii adinittance there?
Do yen sec any ratiotial coiitectioti betweu a thîeîglîtlcss
and religiousiy negLecttul lite, atnd the attaiuînicît tof a uîîoet-
ness for titat kingtlei et liglît acd puity ? One otlier aspect
et tItis stbject siieuld iot. hcoeverlooked iii tlîis centîction.
Persons in lîealtiî, as wo well ktîewv. înay dostrey thiionsolvcs
by takiîîg poison, or by the uise ef teor îîîeaîs ot seif-dostic-ue
tioti; wle tiiose wlîe are already affeeted %vithî a dcadly
discase, may occasion tîmoir owiî deatli by tieglectiing the tise
oif knewn soverei 'gn reielies. NONV man, as a sitîner, bas
alreauiy receiv -d a fatal stroke frein the hiatd et the secend
death. If the ciets et sutiii it iii are tiot reîiuoîid, the
certaini resuît is the loss et the seul. The Gespel is tlîe enly
possible rctnedy for sut, anti Christ the oniy Sýavinur trom
its death penîalty, anti doatii tetudcncios. Tho questien aise
NvIiether the sitnor shall recuive the graceof Chîrist tieponds
upen the froc ciîeice et tîte ecature. 'lho croature tiierotore
îîocd de ne muire te enstire luis donth tlîan simply te iogleet
tItis groat salvation. Such negiect Icaves tîte seul still under
tue doatia penîalty, iii the f irzt instance, and imparts addi-
tienai terce te ail tue deathi tendencies already eperating in
it, and titat witiî fatal poer in the next. I ncod net diveil
lenger upon titis subjeet, and will ceîîciîde wvitl a tew brief
rellectieiis.

Wlioit mon thiink et thocir ewn sica, or the sica et otiiers,
tlîoy vory conirntly, lot me say, iii tue tirst iunstance, take
into the acoount eniy their aets et openî and positive violations
et the law et duty. 1-fere we meet witli b-it a very amatI
part et human criminality. Mon tire tiet se guiity in the aight
et Ged fer what tiîey do, as for wvhat they nogleet te de. lii
the presecce et the revelatioms et God, duty, and iimeortaiity,
who eau estimate the eriminality invotved iii a disregard et
the infinite intereats and respensibilities which they umîvoîl
te eur auproîne regard? Any temporal wreîîgs tie: te self,
or te a fellow creature, are et cemparativeiy little acceunt,
when weighed in the balance agaimiat sucli criminality as that.

XVe ail have in ourselv.t strong tondoncies tewarda ainful
acta, and visible evils. XVe have, aise, stili strenger ton.


