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{n connection with the Establistunent, to meet in
1843, those who were faithful to the principles of
the Chureh of Scotland, ns embodied in the Weat-
minster Standards, as recognized also and ratified
by the Revolution Seutlement, and in the “T'reaty
of Union with England, left wpon the table of the
CGeneral Assembly of the Establishment aa it was
pow to be upheld, a Protest, which those who re-
mained behind sail muat be answered, but to which
they huve never yet beennble to give an answer;
and, renouncing the benefits of an Establishinent
which could not now bhe enjoyed but on such con-
dittons as involved unfaithfuluess to the great Head
of the Church, they carried witlt them the princi-
ples of the Chumh of Scotland, and took up the
poeition in which they now stand before the world,
us the Free Protesting Church of Scotland.,

‘The step which they thas took, in obedience to
the dictates of conscience, and at such sacrifice of
worldly interest, has commanded the admiration of
the world, The influence of the example is ope-
rating extensively for good ; and in the vales of
Switzerland, and on the plamsof France, changes
in which we may sce the workings of thisvery event
are now in progress, which angur most favourably
for \he diffusion of pure and undefiled religion
throughout the carth. In the body thus preseated
as the Free Chutch of Scotland, we recogmize the
Church of our Fathers. Weunot only honour them
as men who have made great sacnfices for consci-
ence sake, we not only feel grateful to them for
the generous assistance which they have rendered
to us, notwithstanding the difficulties with which
they themselves have to struggle, but we sympa-
thize with them as maintaining, and suflering for,
principles which are dear to our bearts, as being
the pnnciples of God's word ; and we cordially
join with them in the testimony which they have
lifted up for the truth.

Reverend and Dear Brethren, you decline to
join with us in this testimony. You are willing,
indeed, to allow us to hold our pecnhiar views on
this subject.  You will bear with ug, in what pos-
sbly you may regard as our ** prejudices” in {avour
of the Free Church of Scotland ; but you do not

3ai= im bad tantimany  Tr wwnat he evident that a
Union*with you in these circumstances, would in-

volve a direliction of principle on our part.  Bemng
allowed, in the proposed united Church, to hold
our views in reference 1o the Free Church of Scot-
1and mercly as individuals, 18 eseentially different
from the poesition which we at present occupy as
a Church holding up the same banner By that
banner of truth we must abide* and alihough in
doing so we are not to enjoy the benefit of your
countenance, yet, as a church united amongst our-

selves, it becomes us to remember the words of tin that comumnunion, of works which no oue who
the Apostle, “ Nevestheless whereto we have ale | holds by the Westnunster Confession of Fauhcan

greatly improved by the pasaung of what is called !
Lord Aberdren's Act—an cnartment by whieh
for the firat time, v has been made illegal for s
courtn the Establiahment 1o set aside a presentes
in deference to the will of the people, A readi-
ness haebeen eapregsed to receive thaee who hald
by that Establishiment futo your petpirs, anid a de-
gire even to have them united wub you n one 4
body. A unon with you in these eiwrcumstances
would be a nulhfying of our PProtest.  I'o that Pro-
test we must adhere , and although adherence o
11 must prevent us from uniting with you, we have
etill to remenber with respeet to onrselves, * Ne-
vertheless whereto we have already atained, let
u!s.wu!!c by the same rule, let us mind the same
thing.

:l.g The United Presbyterian Chnrch in Scot-
land, which was formed latély by the unton of the
United Secession and the Relief Churchies, isnow
regarded by you as your parent Chureh. We
have no wash to refer unnecessanly to that body,
but, since umon with you would involve uzincom-
mumon with themn, we must state m all plainuess
that this forms another obstacle which we cannot
overcome, to the contemplated unon,

The Unuted Secesmion was self furmed by the
union of two bodies who had embraced what has
been calted the New Light wah regaed to the du- !
ties of the civil mamstrate—which duties every
church 13 bound to proclam—and, wtluenced by |
these views, they did not recetve the catire doc-
trine of the Confe~on of I'nath, their subseription
of it being with a quahfication. Nor can we re-
gard that body as having been entitled to our confi-
denee far sonndnesen the fanh with regard to tun-
damental doctrines of the gospel.  Itas but Ineely
that a very grave charge was broughit agamst two
of their ‘Theological Profeasors of teaching heret- .
ical doctrine to their studenty,  One of these Pro-
teesors kaving been removed by death, the charge
was tabled against the other i the torm of a La-
Ipel.  We say nothung with regmd to the truth of
the charge, but we caunor shut onreyes to the
fnct that the United Seceasion Synod dectared |
that the charge was pgroundiczs, without ever
coming to a finding upon the televancy of the Lie
bel—=a step which wa3s necessary in order 10 do
justice to the caze, and without which the pubie
t could huve no opportonity of kanowing the prins
ciples of those by whom the case was tned—of
knowing Rhat they would hold as sound or un-
sound, wn reference to the doctrne of the Atones
ment  Confidence i the soundness of the body, |
swhich hard heen imporred by a transaction such as
this, was still further weakened by the publication
and industrious circulaton, by wfluential persons

ready attained, letus walk by the same rule, let us { regard azsound.

mind the eame thing”

9. While a union with you on the proposed
terms would alter our present relation-hup, as a
church, with the Frec Church of Scotland, in which
yelationship we feel that we occupy at once a post
of “daty and a position of honour, it would bring
us also into a different relationship with the existing
Establishment of Scotland, against which she has
entered her Protest. In that Protest we most cor-
dially join. We hold that body, not only ‘0 have
been, in a particular nct which may never again be
committed ; but 10 be now, in the very tenns on
which she is deriving the benefits of the Bstablich-
ment, unfaithful to Him whom <he acknowledges
as her Head, and a betrayer of the privileges of
Christ’s people committed to her care  The exist-

If we look agamn to the Relief, with whom the
United Secesston are now associaied, we find then
agreeing with that body, but diffenag from us
refucing to subscribe theConfeasion of Faul wathout
quahfication ; at the same time also that theur duc-
trine with respect to open commumon s what we
capnot concurin.,  \Vhile with those bodies, there-
fore, in their separate posiion we could not have
entered nto communion, the punauples on which
they lately united are such as sull farther to add |
to the obatacle.  They professed to unite, but allow |
each other to hold their dinuncuve views, so that ,
Wt is not easy to know what are the pnnciples of |
the United Presbytenan Church,and the difficalty i
is still farther mcreased by inumatons which were |
openly given 1n the progress to the union that faz- |

ing ecclesinstical Establishinent of Scotland has
submitied to the encroachments of the civil courts, |

ther changes in their standards were contemplated }
Reveread and very dear Brethren, we must hol

realy attained, let us walk by the same rule, let
us mind the same thing*

Reverend and very dear Brethren, farewell
and may ¢ the God of peace, that trought agamn
from the dead our Lord Jezus, that great Shepherd
of the Sheep, through the Lloud of the everasting
covenant, make you petfect i every good work
to do fue will, workag in you that which m well
pleasing in hus sight, through Jesus Chnst to
whom be glory for ever and ever  Amen”

We are youwrs faihfully in the Lond,

T'he Brethren of the Synod of the Free Chnrch
of Nova Scotin, now convened.
Signed in our name, and by our authority, by
Axongw Kiva, Moderator
At Halifax, July 3:d, 1819,
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REY W C. BURNS, TV THR CONVENEIR.
“ At Shavv- Pat. Haung, tor Exahteen Vils
lages,; Feb. 2614, 1849
“ My pear Frinxn— My last letter wonld pre-

. pare you now to hear that [ have received your

fetter of December, on the conminent of Cluna,

, and that 1 now write 1o the side room of a Chineso

echool, ot a place, distant, 1 vuppose, from forty
1o fifty Chwese nmles from Hong-Kong 1 {eft
Houg-Kong on Wedneaday, the 3th, with twa
Clunese nseistants and a eervant, having no other
plan than that of crossing to the continent, anid
going abont among she peopic, as the Lond should

* open the wav, distnbuting the Scnptares, tmcte,

&e, and wakig hnown also, oraily, as far as
posaible, the Govpel of the Son of God. Tt d e
change any part of my dress, but deesnuned, from
the first, 3f 1t was conststent with vy heal.h, to
eat along with my com; wmions, that Faight avoid
the trouble consequent on funuw ing anuihicr mode,
W e crossed to Cote-loon awd speut one day there,
i going among the people, but my cempanions
tind taken me to lodge m a school-liense, 1ented
for a year past by the Jondon Musonney Society ;
and thic authonuces necenmuning that n foreiguer
was lodged there, complaned to the landlord, and
next day, when gust retutned from an intetesting
cacursion 1o some neghbounng hawlets, two of
the London Society’s Miwonsriescame over, and,
as [ could find no other piace o judge, L wentback
with them to the Chinese Hovpiial,  Nuxt day
tFaday) 1 smuied ngaip tor maland. landing at
the nearest point, and spending the day in gong
about among the people, who recenved ue very
cordinilv:  We lodged that mght in a common
¢ funese mat-shed—on Satorday went by water (o
T'seen-11an, or (Shattow-bay,; a v Hlage contain-

- mg, with itsadgacent hamuets, prabablgfrom 1,000

to 2000 snaitants.  They were very®fncndly,
and we remamed among them four doys, preach-
ing the word, and dstabmting tracte  ‘The only
drawback 10 my freedumm here waw, that most of
the people spohe a dialect different from the une
that 1 have been studying  On Wednesday the
1dth, we crossed a high ndge of hills, and descen-
ded nto the vailey of Pat- Haung, qur Eight Vil-
lagea,; contanung a population of ecvernl thoue
sands  Here we remamed unul Tueday, ihe
20th, enoying full uberry in going atout among
the people, and encouraged by the readineas, and
1n some cases by the carnextness, with which these
villagers hatened to the Wourd of ife On Tuea.
day, the 20th, we removed to the populous village
of Com=T'cen, where we found many hearers, and
next day came to the place where we now are

{ We have had here much encouragement as yer,

but | find that 10-day I must leave the Indping 1

| am now 1, and I do not knoW where next 1 may

it has consenzed to regulate its proceedings in spiri- ! fast that * form of sound words” which we have j yo nlaced.  The populaen here is large, and, as
tual things not by what Clrist says in his word, ! received.  This we could notdo were we 10 COR- ¢y 14 the scat of 3 marked held nearly every third

but according to the commandments of the civil |
magistrate ; and it stands ont confessedly in the !
character of a mere creature of the stare
only can we not recognise in such a bady the elturch 4
of qur fathiers, but we cannot hold ministerial in*er-
eoures with it. You, however, do not view.itin
she same light.: Some of you even speak of it 29

sequence of umting with you, to stand in the same |
relation to the United Presbytenaa Church as we

tand. We cling therefore 1o the standards which |
we love ; and, blesaing God for the hght which |
we have obtawed, would remember the worda of

the Aposle, «* Neveptheless whereto e have al- |

day, 1t 13 an excellent centre of operations, but
e peopic are afraed to lodge a foreigner,—on the

Not | occupy at present with the Free Church of Scot- | one "hand, from the constant fear of an atack

from robbers, and, on the other, because they ara
i consant apprehension of war with England
to-day they are reporting that it has begun at

anton; , and, in case of war, they say that the



