
THE WESTERN CR1URCI{MAN

(.I>rïiIQSti1C

Tro each and all of our readers
-ve Ieartily extendc the, tim,.honor.-
cd Englishl greetiflg;

î\ MERRIY CHIRISTMAS!

\jrapp'dt In ls swaddiing bands,
An n b i l manger laid.

11'he flapk a nd Glory of ali lait Us
la coinue 1<> the wvor.ld's nid:

No peacefui liantle uiîon il1 ladimUe

Guest.4 rudel>' went and came whç-re
slept the royal Chîli.

But where Thou dwvleilot, Lord.
No c.lher thoîîght should be,

Once duly welcomd( anti ador'd.
11low should 1 part witb Thee?

Blethlehemi must bace Thee soon, but
Thou w~ilt grace

TIhe single heart to lie Thy sure abid-
place. -CEBLE.
CI*RIST.NAS TIIOITGHTS.

Christmas liens are rlnging oui. the
tsaored. Nveird. hallowing tont,- whielh
beloitgs to the day. A watt of lhe
oIt) Christ mas hins and Christmîas
cnvois and Chtristmas t.exbs comes
wltb tbemt: lterie Is that cadence cf
"Wonderful Counselior. the Might.v
Cati. the Prince of Peace;" iliere is the
etborus-bIurst-**ur.tiO us a Child la
liain. unto us a Son la givetn:" there

ls that ever-fagcliatng story made
welrdly reai today, tire stoi-y cf the
slver star !n the East. guidiatg thote
grave. wlae kings to that manger
%vbiere the Divint Balte lites a'nong the
(txvr. Oh' -tbat Eastern rîight!* w2
have otten heard of lb, lit now, o:n

Christmas Eve. Il. seenis as though we
biaU se-n It, the hi-amu. stilli n.- n -

the piercing strs.-the 1-eavy. droop-
Ing îîaim-leaves.-the grey. stunt cd
<ilvs.-t.be clustered Cr- scatîered
2beeî.-the shc'pherds. some asieep
and some balf drowsy. Anti suddemîly-
tbat uneartbiy ligbl. that niakes h
înoon's brigbt. eevere rays -iurhld and
duli: that swieî anti narveittîs sol-
a volce. Ii satisfaction anti liti ugges-
tion ilnilieiy bey< ud~afV utimcet
perfection speaklng for tî.e tii-st lime
those gotid ticlinig.. tbe Gospel. the
Blrtb at lnm. qf lte qnavitiai of the.
wvorldt. And -îuddenlyv-t3anmviilng as,
lime fuit peai bursIs mbt tbe air fironi
the soiitary beil-voice or two ln «tb'
lower-sudItiniy. at the n\ord. te Ir-
repressibie angei-host. unable. açim-

îiy uinable 10 hid ligek thei- er.-t'uy,

ef congrattulutlvf-a gleamning tbrong,

%vhiter than moonlighit, but fot s0
cold.-making the moontilht dim-a
fuil radiance on carth-a spiral i-adi-
ance. fighiting Up the heaven-a -icat-
tiereà dazziing gleain, iloshisig down
here and ther. and thon tit cetatie
eiiO'u.s-

"Peitce and guodlil, goxtdwiiil and
Peace.

P'ence and geotlvlll to ail inankind!'

Vo.', of ail thiat %vondrlou4 Life, the

beglnning bas, naturaliy. the? gi'eatest

chaim for us.
L.et, then, tbis day, arnd this soason.

be to us hoiy days as %vell as hiAlidays!
L>ý't our omployments and enjoyierit»
never be antegonistic to. but rather
suggestive cf the season's religlous re-
jolilng. Let us strivt' to give Christ-
mas that chaim to the young-that
one cbarm of whlch older years can
never rot) it; and, amid the brother-
hood assemlbled round the fie, shut
flot out that Brother who %vas l>ej n
on Christmas Day; amid the frien.iiy
cIrcle. let us give the place of honor
to Hlm. wbl. by iemn words and
!!olemn deeds, bas prcferred H1!s daims
to our love. Thus, and thus culy. can
wve hope to have a Happy Chisîata

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS.
Çbristmastide has, for so many con-

tui-iEs, been surrounded by the golden
halo of romianm. that it is r.ow no
easy task to Eeparate tac~. front fic.
ticn. to tlistInguish IbetwetLzn the- reai

and, the Ideal. The grPat trulli whit-h
Ibis .season commemorates-' b? Incar-
nation of the IFternal Son uf God-.s
It9eif so etiîirciy beyond hun'a-i conr.-

prehlenslon. that th.ere couid hard'Y
rail 'tO lie assoclateci with the festival
triuch that partalies of th: supcornat-
ural Man la ever hankcrinZ after ait
understanding of the mystei lius; and
so It bas camne to pass that, ln bis ef-
foi-ta .twards that end, he bas evolved
certain notions and beliefs, %vhicb as
cne axe succeeded another, gatbtered
t0 themselves .accretion. tMi the orig-
inal trutb wvas weil-ldgh obscured.
Evervone- la famillaz, witb the quota-
lion firom "Hanmlet:'*

*mesav. that -er 'gainst that
season comet%

Wberein our Saviour'q hirth la cele-
brated.

The bird of dawninig 81ingth ail nigbt
long:

And then, they ray, no spirit can %walk
abroad:

The nigbls are wbolesome; thon ni
plance strîke,

No tairy takes, nor wltch bath powel
t0 chiarrni

So hallowed and so graclo;usi la thm
time."

These Unes cf t.be gi-cal dramatl.si
give lit a most remrikable way t.e
glov. -1h»L tender wvarm liglit, 'the a.-
most wel-d fascination, wvlth whblh.
to the Englîsli mmnd tla the- ideai
of Christmasi la haloed about. In a
aimeclal sense tis festival miay b'.
caiod :the 1:Englilh feat. more univ'er-
saily regarded mni more joynus tiin
te en Emster. TID a griat extent, this
lol[owing to ila close connection ln ti.e
minds of Englishmen îvith the, gather.
Ing of kindred andti ei dearness of
Home:-. but. there are also niany
qualniv. old-Nworld traditions. wbich
help 10 make an Engllsh Christanas
a roretblng tfo Icok P.rwvard to, a
something to ihink about after It l.a
pas t.

Th-mi history of the keeping of Chris-
mas hi a very interesftlng one. In lîr.-
Christian days, the great feast m
Saturn wvas observed ln Decenmb-ýr,
%wben the heaihen temples %ver?, dec-
trated with evergro-.ns; and. wb'n

Cbrlsîianlty look th'e place of beali-
enilsin. many old customs %vere adaut-
ed 10 tii:.- newv Faitli. Among tbe north-
ern nations ot Elurope, the Iioily Tre-e
wvas usecd ln the adorziment (f tIme
tempîrs; af(er t.hey came to knou
Christ. thiat troc wvas, éalled "Chrlst's
tihoin,*" and spcal :Èignlicance wau
attacbed te the tact that the hoi'y
put foi-lt ils bright scarlet be-i-LEs a:
the very lime cf ChrietCs nativity.

WVho has not heard cf Santa Claus?
What chilci has ct hung up bIs stcck.
inga n ChriJstmasý Eve. ï1ïo . ready
for the gift3 that the l':*nevoient oh)
ge-ntlemran %vas exr.ected t0 bring?
WkiFýacres sneer az Ihis cbiidish ct'iýi-
ulity, and never taink of asking boiw
the cust9)m orlginaied. Agaîn wve turmi
10 the Teutons of the nortb of Eut% pe
and thii Itus-ian ncigbbors; and %%e
eai-n that Et. N;icbiclas', wvhose festival

cecurs in D)ecemrnct. ued ln bis life-
tine Io tbrov puries of money in at
the N,' ndTows of î:ccr niaidens, to b.-
tised by thern as marriag: porticns:
and]. ln lime. ai; the greater feLstival
oversbndiow.cd tbe ie8s-r. il alto ai).
soi-bcd Its custe.mw

Tbe Christmas tre2. whicb takes an
lmn)orta.il piace ln the i-eliglotts coi-e-
n'onies of the Dattes and Scandinav!-
arý and 'vhieh îlays no inconsîder-
atp imrt ln cur social funetIons, Is not
of Christian origin, but cones f ro-m
ERynýt. where [t is fo'and at a date
Irria anti-rior to the Christian ci-a.

l'ha terni Yuie Is otten u3od as syti-


