
THE SPIRIT')S OPERATION.

extacies which qunimate the souls of those who shail corne from far as
the rnarch of revolving Nvorlds c xtends, to sit dovwu in the heavenly
k-ingdoni of our Lord ai of his Christ. Let us thon peruse its holy
pages with delight, and render tù its rc-quireinents ail that obediiance
and reverence, which so justly belong te it as containing the divine will
iu relation to fallen. ruined man.

Wishing you ail temiporal and spirituial blcssings; I arn yours in the
advocacy of divine trutlh, J .SIPr

i>onzpcey, Î1121C 1st. 1849D.

TH1E SPIR1 TS OrER.kTION.
To "lA MIET10oDs-T'" ACAI2:

Picrn Siu.-YouwilI lierceive that in expressing my self on the subjeet
of spiritual power, I take the liberty of heing as farniliar, easy, and
off-hand lu xny style as though I wcre treating auy othei religions topie.
The reasen is simple. With inc, every themec or doctrine developed
iii the Bible is alike roverential, alike important, alike familiar, and
therefore as it regards language and style, alilie to, be treated. Or
were 1 to express the idca in a different forai, I would say that al
Bible thingrs arc saered ,and that among these saered things there is
ne one more saered than another. They are therefore ail treated by
me w: solenmily and as familiarly as niy faith and iny feelings permit,
always guarding against auy species of popular revereuce that, seeis
te 'cevatc> eertain religious topics above or beyond their divine place,
and draw around themi a glory mnostly if not entirely made up of
double distillcd superstition.

The idea of a literaI and physical buand, reaehied down from heaven
te earth, and made to enclose, guide, and support the Lsraelites during
their forty years' journey to the landt of promise. ivas suggested at the
close of my former letter, and I amn inelined to pursue the suggestion
still further alike for your sake, for iny sake, and for truth's sake.
Ged, in bis ewn language, long alter the the event bad transpired, says,

1I took them by the band to lead tbein out of the land of Egypt.'
(Jould nything be expressed apparently more literal and definite
?Docs it not represent te us a kind fatther taking hbis son by the band,
net iguratively lbut literally, an-d leading biin gently and safely from
one place te another, careful to L-eep himi in bis emibrace until the
jeurney is finished ? Now, I amn disposed to insist that xny argument
for a real, unfigurative, visible and direct band in this instance, is. 'u
my opinion, as full of theological verity, strengtb, and fitucess as YoU1ý


