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tion Nvith critiesi exaetness, wve niight easily find a Iiglit or a dark shade of
différence, arising,,, at lenst in part, from the Ilhelps and governments,>'
and the I'notes and conimentaries,11 whie1 sorne good protestants as
well as Catholies require, in addition to the pure word. B3ut stifl the
great question is concedcd, that the bible is the only inspired Book-
the only -Book ivhiceh eonveys to nmortals the mind of God-the Book
aJonc wvhich guides the soul unerringly to bliss--te Book, in short,
which heaven luis bestowed to taise nmen higlier than the skies, and give
them a place arnong the inhabitants who Inherit, glory. Ail appear. to
quote with admiration the Unes of the pot.,-

4Hast thou ever heard
0f such a Bool;? The anthor, God hiniseif;
The subjcct, God an([ inan, salvation, life,
And death-eternal life, eternal dcath-
Great %vords! whose ineaning lias no end, no bounds.»

"By propliets, scers, priests, and sacred bards,
£vangelists, aposties, mcan inspircd,
And b - the I-oly Ghiost, axiuinted, set

Apart, and consecrated to declare
,ro carth ihea coiinsels of th' Eternal One,
This Book. this holiest, this sub]iznest Book,
IVas seat.'

To this sentiment there is a universal response, ail uniting iu conseutý
ing to its truth. WVc therefore disiiiss these two questions, he
relate ta the use of.bibles, and ont supply of themn; ana. immediately
proceed to coneentrate our thouglits upon the question, .Are we using
our bibles ia aceordance with our owa sense of their value? This, we
regard. as a query of greater imiportance, a of more practical seryioe,
than either of the prceding.

So far as -we aecqitdwhiatcer inay be the practice of the
«mca of this genation, fao one professedly relies uipon the simple

possession of a bible for the hznoivledge, faith, and spiritual blessings
only secured by its faithfuil perusal. 'At lenst if such an instance were
to bc discovered, it ivould bc regarrded zas a rarity of unparalleled oceur-
rerice A bible upon the shielf, ia the book-ceue, on the table, or
-wrýappedl wp as at keep-Fake and deposited in some private crevice, must
be corisidered as a very différent thîng froin a daily use of the Book in
the bands of one who knowvs its worth, and %vho resolves by pondering
its pages to prove the reality of its treasures. Speak we of valuing
the bible ? What eau wve ician? Give a few shillings or a few dollars

fra fincly printeil copy., placing it sa-felv nnld carefU.lly as «in ornament,


