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«"Tliie is luve, tIhat w'e waik alter his coinnmandmentm.l

~ OL. XI. COBOURG AND BILIGIITON, DECEMBER, 1657. NO. 12-

P111LOSOPI1Y OF IRELIGION, NO. 3.

NATURE 0F UTlMl.

Tr caption hcading these articles may be an unfortunato one, ez-
)ccial1y now that wc are ail Iearining to reject frorn oui religion al
philosopliy and to bc content with simiple fact and faith. All that is
neant, howcver, by thie expression is, to indicate that the prineiples of

eionarc ail in harrnony vith thope found in nature and sound rea-

1oU, and that christianity is capable of being, ilhislrated by admitted

'acts in the wvorld around us. Thiis niethod of instruction vas a favor-
te one with the Great Teacher Iiimnseif as shown b;' ail bis parables.
Flic re-inote'reazsons of thingsý, iwhy anything is as it is, we eau afford

ýo eaçêe to those who are fond of speculative philosophy. But it should
ýe rcgarde 'as a natter of some imnpoztance, now-a-dlays, to show, par-
icularly in rerpeetc& to sin and its punisbraeuit, that there ore analogies
anature and adrnitted principles iu hunian soeiety, that bear ont the

ible, ln the face of infidels and half-instructed believers, in ail iLs te-
hie denuriciations against transgrcssors.
In No. '-, we spolce of the niany distorted viewvs of tlic nature of fi-
re puriishmcnt licld by maRy a weli-wishcr for the truth, and of their
1 cifeets upon comrnnunit.y. Not a few seeni to regard uimetA

unneeessary, angry infliction of pain, because the &Imightfiel
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