
Eulire Sancl/fcaion.

Tlie truthl is the instrumient in the hiands of the Spirit iu our conversion,
our sanctification, and our mnost effective equipmnent for our Christian warfare.
It is given to us to bc the per-fè,ct rile, both or ouïr faith and pract*ce.
Tuie faith that wvorkzs by love and purifies te lie-art is ai'vays connected w'ith a
serious and settled judginent in iiel un atters. This it is that our religion. to
agreat extent is regulated by the state of our judginent in. divine things. If
tej udginent is weak and feeble, th ere is iittle eflèct " coniparatively"' prodnced.

If it is strong, and te truth of Gocl forin the continuai basis of our judgr-
ment, there Nvili be a delusion of iiimd, wvhich operates as a principle, and soon
beconies a po'verful habit. Thte Apostie therefore in. another place prays
that lieir " love nay abounld yet more anmd miore in. kiiowledg(e anid iii ai

judgmut."Phil. i. 9. A wvant of a wise discriinatingT judgmlent is a great
defeet in. Christian character and influence: many gyood people err for want of
judgmnent. Their unaffectedl piety, their good intentions and zealous efforts,
are alinost without effeet for wvant of discretion-or not doing righit things lni

right %vay. Several painfal instances of this we ]lave in P)eter. Thtis very
imiportant qualification is offiy once inentioned in te wvritings of the Aposties.
It is carefnly chosen to signify the exercise of spiritual. discernmiielt. The
sanctified nmmd being so sensitive that it is quick to perceive the good and
the cvii in every doctrine, in. cvery practice, ini every confiict witlh coming
duty, and ail the contingencies of daiiy life. Now, as kioiedge 18 truth
stored Up in the mmnd, so jtudgrnent is the application of that kilowledge for
the endless occasions whici xnay arise for distinguishing between what is good
and w'hat is cvii, whiat is reai and wvhat is .fictitious ; betwecn wvhat is sound
and reliable, and whiat is rotten and treacherous. àNot that oui' love shahl be
a sentimental emotion, but a strong, clear imsight, exercising its tact, distin-
guishing always what is more excellent, what is truc and pure and just and
good, fromn ail possible counterfeits of tiiese qualities. A warrn heart, and
strong affections, and even. sound enthusiasm, miay sometimes, yea, often does,
lead astray; but noV so te, wvel-instructed primiciple of love Vo God and nman-
1 Cor. i3til cliapter couVtains the miost striing illustration of this to be foulid
in. the Bible. Aimost ail that cau be imagined to look like religion, wvithout
beimmg religion, is there condeined by the narvellous discrimination and sure
division of pure charit.y. It should, bc our daily praýyer and study that we
throuigh the powver of Divine grace, might be able to brilla an intelligenlt and
thoughtfui love so to bear upon te. whole econozuy and ordur of life, that it
may be, to us an internai, monitor, instructing us aiways what Vo believe and
what to rejeet, Nvhiat to do and ;vhat Vo avoid, what to leave, behind as.
uinworthy, and. what, to niake te objeets of our supremie pursuit.

The next thougý,llt for consideration is a practical conforxnîty to the
Divine wvil1. Ilavimg attained a. perfect knowvledge of that wvill, a right appre-
ciation requires an unrcservedl compliance witli it. This is the iiest
standard of perfection.' attainable in this life; a perfect acquiesence in ail te
iviii of God. To walk wvorVhy of Vhe Lord, imuplies that we do nothing
derogyatory Vo bis exaited dignity and character: it beimag( his settied purpose to
confer on us a digynity and bolessednes timat simail redlounld to lus glory.


