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* THF. MOXXING O &1FE,’

* Ho's no flincher,” said pld-Brevel-Maejer:
Iubard, n veteran tauned jnto mnho&m{
by hurd sorvion, sud & wmost ruliidds al-
herer to purt wine and brandy- -wator {p
every clnato of the globe—* he'sjno flipchar, {
thot lnd, ne ho oyod, with marked approba-
tion, th- steadiness with which I filled my
¢loventh Lumper of port. ) ,

* I think Lio'lt do, at loast for a young ozs,
replied Euugn Spoonor, a beardlgss warrior,.
fomo two years my junior, but “whose six
months’ sunionty in the Army -List- .gave:
hiim all the advantage -of comparatively an
old hand. :

I marked s fluahied ocountedance and
wanderg c(ye, ss he made his rewark,
and thonght to iwmyeelt, *‘Dandy Grand
will seo you out, my boy, or his Eton educa-
tion and Lis bill st ** The Ohristaphior” goes
for nothing.'

¢ But, Major,” smd Captain Lovanter, re-
suming & couversation that our move to the
firoplaco hiad intermpted, * you nover fin-
ished that outpust story ; and I daresay Mr.
Qrand and wowmo of our young ounes would
like to hiear it.’ )

*By ull means, Msjor,’ was the un-
snimous ory ; ¢ lot us bave a yarn of tho Pen-
insula.’ )

If tho proverb, In vino wveritas, has any
truth, tho ofticers of the Uritish army must
beiind «ed davotrd to - themr *profussion,- -as
when v ¢ thoy sxcoed ther ordinary modor-
ation fu the plt-zur's of tho table, their dis-
oourse ivariavly:turns to  what -dhuy~onll-
¢ mpe-clay,’ —a term which must beexplatned
40 the civihan to meau all and overything:

lgonnocted with the stirring scenes, tho lights:
and shiades of mititary lit,

¢ WL, sied the Msjor, ¢ if you young fel-
lTows hike to hiearit, you aro wéloome to the’
‘story, thongh 1t tals sadly against myself,
‘binee 1 was outwitted, by Gad I-—outwitted:
by a Pen-hwan ! Bat this was the jway it!
cane off You wero all ohildren then.-excopt
fay old frirnd Spint; and he looked older;
than he doos ndw, for-ho had not mountéd a
#oi v thoso days.  But I was, oven attuat
Joriod of histary, a licutousnt in & regiment
of hight infantry ; which, from one cause and
auother, was 6o short of officers, that I found
anysolf. one fine morniug, in command of an
Anpo- it outport, close to tho encmy’sfline.
There was a mull noar my position, aud s
xapid stream, pretry deep, 100, whioh looked
g) me a tempting sort of & place to .throw &

y—a spart, my boys, that, in _my huwble
opinor, beats ¢ ck-fighting ! 'Well, I ‘was
swoking my weed, alter s tight -aud whole-
somo thinnor off & picco of black bread aund
{6 outsido ol an onton, wied a browndirty-
Jooking 1cllow, who swore he was a miller,
and wfm talked Spavish, aad stunk of garlio
liko & true ** pxtriot,” nsked to have an inter-
viow with ** y Excellency ;" wnd with many
compliments, and a great deal of translat-
ing oy signs—for my kuowlodgo of Spanish
was not  quall to my tasto in shorry~he
begg: A of me to sllow him to placa s couple
of3p'a 1k= aerags the streamn, to enable bit to
éarry ne sacks to tho mill. I never suspect-
od a * plunt” of any kiud, and gave tho beg-
gar leave to o what ho wished, moro par-
ticularly as I could sco the nrn gnoning at
ke cursed volubilty, and my bad Spanish

and qaeer sostures, and I was in » hurry to
got i of him.  OfF ho weut, apparontly well
satisfied ; aud in an lour's timo I saw a
cauple of plauks had been placed across the

fit-companion for Bit:Pesegithe’s
tandems,

would oxclaim this warlike enthusiast ; ‘half
an inou, sif, makes all tho difference ; and
no objoct in nature is more beautiful than a
woll-carriod musket.' Ifow puople's ideas of
tho picturesque must vary !

owover, tho two months, soon passed
over, and as Iw“ udged able of beikg
dismisscd iy drill; ‘and bl w duty ;
but in the shiort poriod whieh-I iad spent i
tho society of my brother officers, I hi
gained an ingght.into their soveral habi

atid into the ‘characierof the regiment, whiok

pvipeed e thad . Dpndy Grand ' was
::mad for a liighor Aight thao & m.mhing
ps in sountry quitters; and -alroady
Jurighod hoped of obtaining an exchauge
somg.crask cavalry regiment, or .
mit of iy awnbilion |—an a tment fo'the
¢ Guards,’ The fact'is, the 101st.was s slang

ant; even tho best of them, as I oon-
'ligered f:\'m. Capt Levanper, the oaly |
heart,I desned s

officer who, in my searet le ’
a0d-—even
hie was given to dri nes, and: uch
other vulgar acocom aents ; and onp of
my first triugaphs, was th€ winning ‘a pony*
of the captain, as to the femibility of 2riving
a pair of hired horses, harnessed tandem-
fashion, in ad out of tho barrack gsle, a
vory awkwand tura, placed at an aoute angle
with tho street, s feat which I acocomplished
in a trot, acoording to the terms of the
wagoer. Levanter never paid e, but was
good enough to grant me bis friendship ever |
after,—a boot, of which I havs no doubt he
over-cstimated the value,~and we soon be-
camo iuseparable oom ns. The older
officexn shook their heads at ouz eseapes, but
amongst the yoang ensigus and lieutsnants
we were perlect demi-gods. I bLought two
very olaver horses, which he and I drove by
turas, to the admiration of tho High Street,

-Twotfa pigson-matéh ‘of “Mr M'Dbokitths

sporting lawyer of that loocality, I rode
h?ajor O'Toole’s black mate, fof a bat of half-
a-orown, backwards and forwards over the
gate that led to our parade-ground ; and,as
1 wa~ better drersed, smoked better cigars,
and drank more wine than any membaer of
thy moss urder tha rank of a field officer, it
is no wonder that L was considered rather
*a greatcard ' at the depot of & marching
regimont in country qusrters.

The wecks slipped sway pleasantly
enough: oneday wiil scrve for a spebithén of
tho rest, as they varied but lititle jn" th.
pature of the pursuits and amus.ments thoy
afforded. A strugglo £ get up and bo dress.
odin timo for parade at nine, was thé in-
variable commencement. I buckle my
sword-belt nod tie my sash as I run down-
stairs, aud nuakes my appesrance on parade
in timo to salute the Major befors the
officers proceed, to in<poct their respeotive
companios., The rear-rank of No.¢ is my
espeoial chargu, and I walk down the front
and t.p the rear with-the airof a perfect mar-
unct. Brown's knapsack is hung too high,
Suith's-pouch is put on too low, aud Mar-
phy issent o drill ¢ for unsteadiness in the
ranks.’ ‘Tho Major walks down, and com-
shinunu mo oxt the progress I mako in my
uty. The bugles sound—the band plays—
the four oompanies we boast of form, and
march past, saluting Major O'Toole a8 if he
wero the Duke of York ; the officers fall cut,
tue parads is diswissed, and I go to break
fast. When thwt elaborate meal is finished,
Levanter kindly abocpts one of iy cigsrs,
links lus arm in mine, aud we proceed down
the town to play out.our match at billiards
1 whick Lo gives me five out of a hundrea,
aud wins by a stroke.  (Levauter can play
bilhiards better than any man in-Engla id and
what I aave learst of this crafly game Iowo
to lus tuition, though I must confess my in-
structor did not teach mo gratis). The ad- [
minng Spooner looks on, andin Lis regard
aud affuction for myself, loses a five-pound
aote, or av he calls it, *a fiver,” 10' my aa-

milledronn, and n very commodious foot-
bridge constructed by thewr means. Whetlier
my old olon | thought o teco young for
* the s untion, "ok vhether it was accidental,
1 know 1 t, but 1 was providentially rolieved
fiat  very ev-nmng by my own cap-
tam—poar  fellow, saw ‘him  after
wards milled at Badajoz—and tho very first
thing bie dul, on reconnvitring his  ground,
was to kick the muller's planks iclo the
stroam, and put two oxtra sentries within
sight o1 the spot whero he made his foot-
hwidon  \Wanld von beliove it #—the very!

tagonint, We rctum tothe barracks to re-ad-,
Just our toilets before appearing at ¢ tho
gardens,” whero our drums and fifes will
d+lig.t the fair admirers or the militury with
all the last year s waltzes and polkas, and an
oocasional quick-step or * xallop ;' and herv
I dovoto mny attentions to Mise Jonus, the
fort-wajox's daughter, a crafly young lady
of twu or throe and thirty, with whom I faney
myself 1o love. Miss Joues-hiovers unilecid-
ed beiween Liovanter and myself, but thinks
sho liss tho moat chanoe with thelyoang one, |
aud, as shy nerselfl would say, * rather in-

vanler tome ; * you and I dine with this
provost because it suits us, but ho is a very
vulgar dog, and I should eut him if I were
to meet bim in London.'

¢ 1 do not agree with you,' was my renly
¢ This man is au upaffected business.like

fellow, & good specimén of a plain, hospit-
.blesﬂghknmmn, and ii s up Yo
mothing more. Whors there ? prabed-
sion thliee omf be no vulgarity; Levanief;

vespect wash a'man: 'Idtyre,

and where
$hero ji nothing L hiave suth & eoutempt for
as o follow who likes {o be thought a greator
man than Nature and position have made
him." This, I fear, was an unintentional
thrust that my compapion did not Lialf relish,
s I saw the eoléur scttle-for an fostant in
his sheek, and his brow darken with a
soomi I liad beforo noticed whan anything
odetibrod to'&ispleasy him ; but'he wasu man
#he most ’mﬁct sclf-command, and if my
miucky obsrvationliad mede hity an enen:{
for lifs, he would not have allowed Lis feel.
ings¥o be:discovered for an inant by the
‘nxpreasion of his countenance. He was (ace-

-

sud sre we arrived at the ex-pruvost's yilla
we were abatting in our uswal familisr~sn
uncopdraiind manner. TR
pel:lhg di ;ﬁfh:ﬁ: off a8 dinfstdo mb’en
8 I ospitality v
and I;’(ot into our tandem 90 drive homdé,
with heated brains, and apirits somewhat too
much oxhilarated for that pariionlar mode

of g’)‘rogreuion.

we raftled along by moonlight on our
wiy {0 the barracks, and amoked our cigars
st an hour when a cigar is most enjoyable,
the convereation unfortunately turned spon
the merils of my leader, a high-bred impetu-
ous animal, that I fondly imagined would be

capable of distinguishing himgelf in s lisnts
’{Eﬁ.’{oﬂ'ﬁﬁ;,‘“ and o wmé Jjumptng

prowess L now boasted 4o my, d¢niffanjon
with intemperats eloguence, Lévanter, who
seemed more inclined'to be argtimeuﬁtxve,
and less good-humored than ususl, rather
nettled mo by the taunting m-aner in which
be doubted.the powers of my horss, anéd, I
imagined, by-implication, the nérve of his
owuer. Yousng, reckless,-and excitablesand

moreiparticularly now, when my bigod was
heated by the unusaal strength of pota-
tions, my spirits half maddenad by tha exhil-

aration of ¢ the pace,’ the moonlight, and the
night air, $his was more than I could stand ;

llnd ;[df}lt tlie devil rising wx'“th}n me, I only

onged for some opportunity ofgiving veat to

the wild oxecitement that was boiling in my

veing. Hotter waxed our argument as we
galloped on, and ere wa neared the town,

personalities were {reely exchahged, though
with a soit of mock-civility, that €o a listener
would bave been-inexprossibly ludicrous. At
last, stueg to the quiek by the cool réply‘ of
Levanter to some propoaition I made " abopé
the horse in question—* Perbaps he might,
if you hiad nerve to ride him—I burst out,
*Nerve ! will you have nerve to sit still, if I-
drive him st the turnpike gate ? I'll show
you whether he can jump.’

I thought Lavanter's cheek turned a shade:
paler in the moonlight, as he caught sight.of
the gate we were now rapidly approsshing,
lqokin, most forbidding with its series of
strong white-paintcd bars ; but thonghi his
lip quivered for ax instant, he ‘culy‘“aaid,
y %rive on, and try ; but hold them stiaight.’
And ers the words were spoken, we  ware
too near to be able to pull up it the pace wo

{

were going, eoven had ws wished it
I sbouted to my horses, and
flogged the wheeler, who appeared in-

clined to waver in his desperate career ; the.
calumnisted leader pulling hard, aud point-
ing his es:s at the obstacle which he seemed
determined to overoome. We were uo-e‘w
upon the gate—I Leard Lavanter draw his
breath hard, and felt the tension of the miss-
olo of his leg against mine, I dawiny lehder's
back,ns ho ross highin theair,and sarmaunted
the artier ; I heard a " tremeadous ersah,
and two fearful bangs against tne bottom of
the dog-cart, as my wheeler strove to follaw
his example—and in another instant'X was
lying in tue muddle of the road, .she sarface
of which, white as.cbalk.in the moonlight,
soemed th my Land d X ;
grasp with my s, to endeavor' 15 'ké
n\rl;miﬁql_x on what spreared &-slo .:’é
and revolving plane, aull that is all I ¢di re-
collect of my 1li-advised attempt to jump a

turnpike.gate ina tandem.

TEUL i fa L dammnmans walnd far wanihe—

AL

tions and g, reeable as over during our drivo, | birth, éud

.spinning round snd rounnd--oné] s

I tolt her breath upon
a8 sue busied herself upon my couch.
I wag not sure that all this was real; nor
was it till at lenst & weck afterwards that
o to recolleot any of the giroum-
il ) nigted with the accident, or
otranget yIL, ; khat took place
sdme Hoie'd o2l
' By dpgreen, X get better, than stronger, and
at last,3 $0'Squirt's skill and Fanoy's
nursing, I was able to sit up ; but healed -as.
were the outward wounds in my attenuated
frame, an internal injury had mn . i
ddring muy rocovery; which jt me many;
a 10ug day to get over—ay, which embittets§
ingagit did my eariler yesrs, wa. remem-
bered as & gloomy warning in after ‘ife, to,'i
the stifling and destruction of the purest,
holieat feelings of my heart,
I need not now e ashamed to confoss tbuf’l
I loved ' Fanny Jones—ay, loved hor with ad:
ensrgy, an infatuation, .n.my then state of
weakness, whieh. wez little short of insauity.
What wes: she P——an old barrack-master's
daughter, & gevrison flirt, hardly a Iady by
i ad ocertainly no fitling y for
: Sir Peregrine's son, Good hsaveng!
he ‘wpuld hive sunk into the earth could he
hava'but ted the ftuthj;-and 1

h yot 1
Toved her., With all the enthugiagm orboy-
hoarteduess of s child—yith somantic

haugh
hood—with all the aincerity .ﬁ;nd single.
adoration of & drewmer, I -loved' Fasb;
Jones. She managed it very clevexly.
have since learnt it was her last rezouroe.
But ahie was playing with edge tools, and
oame not herself soatheless out of the ua-
equal contest. In vain Major O'Toocle, per-
forming what he considered his duty, warn.
ed me repeatedly that I was raach too thick
with Miss Jones.'! In vain oli Halberd
SR 0.$0_ Siditi i wittve Aoivhonss afberspernds;
and laughed at me for being * such & spoon.’
In vain the young ensigns quizzed, and
whispered,.as much as they.dared »* Wity

fiat Grand was, to bo hooked by such a flirt
asthat !’ Thconly person that seemed to

-4

my brow, !

everis. Kull of the happy surprise I should
give Fanny, I stole noiselossly past the maid
who was cleaning tho major's white door-
steps, and who was so acoustomed to m

presence that she never remarlted me, ani
on tiptoe I crept t;%-shim, and through the
dxawing- 5, to the do_q»ﬁ;‘anny'a bour.
dol; It Whe ajur, sud o 'muy startled ear
broke the sob.of oved oe--in distress,

Anotlies step in - , abd. . '1«:&
bloodmhesto my-beafts, T heard’ =
pulsation like the stroke of @ ehurch-elock
upopi $he Werys; My~Hoart wioksned s I
gu};t‘od for breaf ; but I'.'would not fall.
Withmy hand grasping the back of & elair
(ber @ork), T stendiod myself to gaze ups a
sight that Well2bigh broke my boyish Heart.
Fanuy in the armé of Lovanter |—hdr head
upon his shoulder, '4ng wo,pin(?l if* in the
bitterrest angujsh sad_ despair.l. ave
alll‘:kcerta}il:x Oge'sree of eners’y & $!
plack—which, if wo—witl “bat - Summod i,
netves us to bear ; aud, like an Indian at i8b
stake, heedless of the dishonor that might b
imputed to the act,—heedless of all but my
burning, &uonc , eager thirsk for the trathy,
$0 know the whole, to know the worst—I
nd Lipeaedt b b Pl vooe Senon
an ne er. voibe. Sentenoce
ler dontenoe Yell l?kd ice upon my heart—
schfe o mﬁnd‘;&%mr rioh T, the
) 10 4f guils A y, of which 1T, the
devdled.'the true,.the failbful, was .to have
‘been the victim. Levanter's low tones wonld
oéoasionalty grate upon my ear in exculpa-
tion -or commentary, proving him not. only
an socomplice, but the originator ef the plot.
Belween her broken acbs and caresses, she
told her guilty tale ; and when, at the . con-
clusion of a passionats appeal fo his honor,
to his love, to bis better feelings, to marry
Her whils thnreWRiyot " Hime to ™ sdve her
from an slliance with mysclf—to let her
slray with him, her first, her only love, in_
‘adly plade, in any olimate, she added,” with
s touch of womenly feeling that half re.
deemed he perfily, ﬁotbb’r%‘ia‘a ear, dear-

encourage me in my folly, And to assist me 1 est R-chard, I munst marry bior before it is

was Levan-

wth his counsel and frienglshigx s
t hiswaa no

ter ; and 1 found out ia tinie ¢
disinterested sid. .
It was sume weeks befgre L.could return
to my own guarters in the barracks ; and as
I sat with Fanny, drinking-in the summer
air at the open winlow, and 2njoymg the
fragranoe ol the flowersshz knew so well
how to dispose about the room—as I watoh-
¢d ber graceful bead bending-vver the work
that those long, drdopiag ringlets: half con-
oealéd—as I noticed the smothed 4digh that
wonld sometimes break upan these long deli-
ous silences—as I almost shrunk frqw, that
upward glance that thiilled to very soul.
—tha poison graduslly but, surely worked
its insiduous way into iy i)eingq; and ere
wmy convalegsoenoce was dealar.d established.
—ere I was reinoved by the dootor'sfiat from
thui oherished scene, 1 had: ‘voured my love-
‘tale into.no uawilling ear, and .had pliglted
my faith, the faith ol & seapegrace of bight-
een, to FannyJores, Well might I have
said, with the slu >gard who ev quaiatly re-
proves the undue punoctuality of -his valet :
* You have waked me too soon; let me
slumber again.’ Well might 1 haves wished
to dreawn om, though ruin and disgrace had
been tho panalty, rather than be wakened
80 roughly, as was my lot, from that deliti-
bus tranco. .
‘Ihavo said that Lievanter assisted .me
much in avranging that my interviews with
wy lady-love might be uninterrapted; aad
many a time did hc defain the cld f~t-major
over lis cternal baskgammion-board, while
the and I enjoyed our lover-Eke tete:a-tetes
it what was now oonsidered 13y oWn spact-
tnent. The-oxptain generally appbared after
parade, and Xindly xelieved the fediam” cf
my oonvalescence by & %t;iet :gamme  at’
¢ ccarte * or ¢ lansquencl,’ which, in the im-
possibility of the * billiard lesson;’ sexved |
well enough as a pastime to the inairaotor,
who repaid hims:If to a very sufficient tane
for his time and troubls. After this, he
would good-naturedly devils Iwmeel ‘to
backgammon and the fort-maior; by ‘wiuch
Ineans we were left in uminterrujited bliksy
‘ gn{ brother cfficers who would dgemq
Eie' indly cometv sit with' me,” thoaght 1
was in Yery' good hande Aduting” dlie long
visils of Lavanter. “ ; T

too late. Poor Grand r fellow, so youag,
80 handsome, £ud 89 dg:gtéd { Ah, thil:hg-

ard ! had we never met X could have loved
him dearly and faithfally ; but now'— I
rushed froin the Liouss ere 8 burst of prief
should anman and discover me, and. speed-
ing back to my barrack-room I locked the
door, and threw niyself on the bed in a pas-
sion of misery which well nigh.approached
madness, The whole of that day and uight
&ppear 1o mp now to have besn passed under
the influence of some horrid night-mare,-and
it was not till the bugles sounded the Reveil-
leg the frllowing morning that I returned to
& thorough conscicusness of my identity and.
my position. The worldlicg ‘'may eneer at
woes such a8 were -then mine—
tue boarding-schooi miss, - 7ith her _over-
wrought sensibility, may wonder that
1 ever rocovered from them; but he who
studies human nature cArefally—who looks
below the surface—while he appreciates and
‘pities thy boyish agony, will seq in my very

Youth £he b st restorptive, the most potent

antidote to despair. .

My brothet ¢fficers behsved most kindl
tome in'my-distresk. They saw I was al-
flicted, though tliey knéw not, or only par-
tially guessed, the cause, Msajor Halberd,
whom 11iad the.sense to take into my oon-
fidenos, scouted "the ides of ¢ calling ont ’
L vauter, which was the first intention of
my inexperienos ; and ere long his judicious
kindness and sympatny won from mo the
gonfession that I had bad an-eséape for
which I.ought indeed to be tbankfal. * Bet-
ter hush it all” up, my boy,' said the old
campaigner : “Levantax is_goue on leave,
and when you msét ugain, I advise you not
{o sllude to this tieklish subjest ; lake riy
word Yot it, he won't, and this}will be & good
opportunity lor you to break off wour inti-
maoy with him. Y don't wish to say & word
againat & coparade, but Levanter knows a
%004 deal, and youm)i;utu well ot of
his hands, As for Miss Jonee—whew !'
Aud hers the m~;or gave vent:to his feelings
jo » prolon-ed whistle. whith cleverly show-
¢d-bi¢ opinion of my falthless flame. But
well-ménat bs sl this consolasiod ssare
was; Toonless that' I ‘was not thorv
jured Hil1, having clficiated at & bodrd, whis
xranted oar dram-misjor his discherge from

o 3 ) .

nd oor fotare menage : X quite. made

* Things went oo in this way prosperously:
tnongnllf‘ Fanny and IMWE@JQ’_; g’
) Sy

servioe one fine summaer's. day, the next
startled {he town with the i
as that that edtant esell.whickrarad and




