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“* Altogether too many,* H
*This is no answer, Of course even a |
single drankard is one ton many, But with
prohibition laws before us, the question is |
pertinent,  Is the number of drunkards so |
large as to justity the eocrcion of those who |
may use intoxicating drink, but with duoe |
moderation*  No advocate of prohibition |
will dare maintain that habitual drankards
form a majority."*

* I, myself, do not believe that such is !
the case,”

UL am not very mueh mistaken, there |
are not more than two pereent of the adult |
population. that ean be styled drunkards. |
Add to these six, cight oreven ten pereent, |
of people, who, without habitual exeess, yet
now and then beeome intoxieated, and you
will find that twelve out of every hundred |
over-indulge, whilst eighty-cight per cent,
either abstain entirely or use drink with
moderation,  Will this pereentage Justiry
prohibitive legislation #”

It would not, if your figures were eor-
rect, but I fear you purposely put them too |
low."”

“1 donot think so, and you may easily
convinee yourself that they are approxi- |
mately eorrect. Call to your memory all |
your acquaintances, and eount the drunk-
ards amongst them, or compare the popula-
tion of a place with the police records of
drunkenness, and you will find that my
figures come very near the truth,”

* But how does it come, then, that the
papers are teeming with accounts of
drunken brawls ¢

*“ In the most simple manner, Sam, The
papers make no mention of the sober people,
they only emphasize the cases of drunken-
ness, and hence you are apt to believe that
everybody is drinking to excess, unless you
use your multiplication tables, Besides, in
order to arrive at a satisfactory solution of
such a burning question, it is not enough
simply to state the amount of drunkards,
but we have to examine into the reasons of
this drunkenness, It is, for instanee, ac-
knowledged that the per capita consump-
tion of whiskey before our civil war was
higher than at present, and yet the nume-
ber of habitual drunkards lower. How |
would you account for this " |

* Well, 1 suppose, they were a hardier
race, better able to withstand the conses
quences of their cups,”
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“This hardly for The

it.
human constitution has not hecome so
much deteriorated in this short space of

counts

time,  But it cannot be denied that it man
did not deteriorate, whiskey did, In a
word, the drinks sold are no longer gennine,
and this accounts for a good deal, though it
s not the only reason,™

“What other reason
yonr?t

“ 8am, if you keep your eyesopen, you will

or reasons have

i tind that, as a rule, drunkenness inereases

with the numberof factories,  As long as a
country is an agricultural one, it remains
comparatively sober, but in proportion to
its industries drunkenness inereases,”

“There is undoubtedly a large grain of
truth in that assertion, but 1 aceount tor it
simply by the number of saloons,  Wheres
ever a factory is built, bar-rooms in ever jn-
ereasing number open at onee,™!

Admitting the faet, T deny the infors
ence,  You mistake cause and effect, as
you take it for granted that the existencs
of the bar creates the drinking habit,
whilst, to my mind, the desire or rather
want of drink creates the bar, You see, it
is the old question of supply and demand,
and I maintain, that in this case, the des
mand ereates the supply, and not viec ve psa,”

* But how are you going to prove this»*

“ By the fact that saloons remain few in
number wherever there is little industry
and multiply where industry holds SWily.
It the supply would ereate the demand an
increasing number of bar-rooms would cor-
respondingly increase the consumption of
drink, whereas experience teaches that
bars in such localities simply go to the
wall,"

“Supposing so, it fails to prove the
necessity of bar-rooms in industrial dise
tricts,"”

It may not exactly prove it, but it
infers it, since the existence of these
siloons can only be accounted for on a sups
posed demand for them. Nor need we go
far to tind the reason for this demand, In
a country and at a time when time is
money, the quiet and moderate activity of
former days gave way to a restless, feverish

wtivity, which puts nerves and museles of
man to their utmost strain and wastes his
strength with ever inereasing rapidity, and
of all the means to repair that waste there
is none more handy or more expeditious




