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THE PLEBISCITE

That a plebiscite will be granted
by the Dominion Governinent during
the next session of Parliament is now
more than probable ; that prohibition
will be the grand issue before the
people is certain.  In view of the fact
that we elaim to volee che interests
of the Licensed Victuallers, it may
not be out of place for us to call at-
tention—from the very start—-to this
important question. It is one that
may he approached and studied from

various stand points. It may be con-
cidered from a seutinmental,  moral,
or a commercial side,  We anticipate
that the alvoeates of prohibition will
cling, in their zeal, to the sentimental
and moral aspeets : on our side we
intend, in as far as we ever refer to
this iimportant matter, to deal with it
simply asx a husiness or commereial
question. With the carnest advocates
of temperance we have no quarrel
we recognize as fully as they do all to
dangers and wmistortunes that tlow
from the abuse of intoxicants: we
freely grant that it is their privilege
and right to use every fair means in
checking the evil influences and the
deplorable effeets of over-indulgence
in drink.  As long as they seek to
awaken the sentiments, sway the
woral conciousness, and guide the
erring steps of their unfortunate fel-
low-beings, we consider their work to
be praiseworthy and legitimate. But
the moment this legitimate advocacy
of a great cause is ecarried into the
domain of legitimuate commerce, and
to the threatened permanent injury
of the latter, it ceases to bLe senti-
mental or moral propaganda and be-
comes a menace to the general pros-
perity and well-being of the whole
country.

Should this plebiscite take place—
as we expect it will—we do not believe
that the cause of prohibition, as its
promoters and advocates now repre-
sent it, can possibly triumph. And
even supposing the majority of the

; general prohibitory law :

THE
votes casts were to be in favor of a
we doubt
very much if that would be an exact
expression of the popular will. Much

“would depend upon the lsts adopted

of the
vote : the manner in which the issue

for the oceasion: the form

twould be presented to the electorate ;

i the elass of voters franchised ; and a

dozen other contingencies. Therc are
thousands who might refrain from
voting, whose ballots would, if cast,
place avery difterent complexion upon
the result.

But, supposing the vote to be a fair
expression of the popular will, and
strongly in favor of general prohibi-
tion : then would avise the question
of framing a law in accord with that

vote. Here again would a great diffi-

culty present itself. Certainly if the
advocates of prohibition were per-
mitted to draw up the enactment
they would so word it that their most
cherished aims might be attained.
But the formulating of the law lies
with the Parliament of Canada; and
we all know how ditfieult, not to say
impossible, it is to secure the passage
of a Bill through the House, without
submitting to the mutilations, chan-
amendments  and additions or
substractions that it wust undergo in
the Committee process. If the law
based upon the plebiscite were not in
harmony with all the ideas of all the
advoeates of prohibition, it would he
a source of unending turimoil and
trouble : if it were-—Dby some miracle
—-acceptable to each and all of them,
it would be positively impracticable.

And again, supposing the prohibi-
tion party to have trinmphed at the
polls, and the Government to Lring in
a Bill in consequénce, and that Bill
to finally beecome law, and a general
prohibitory Act to figure upon the
statute-page, we would then have to
face the all important question of the
enforcement of that law. [t is one
thing to pass a law and another to
put that Iaw juto force.

ges,

For the pre-
sent we will not refer to the iimme-
dinte blow that such an enactinent
would deal to the commereial interests
of Canada—there is ample time and
there may be countless opportunities
of setting forth the real and par-
amount danger that menaces the pro-
gress and prosperity of the Dominion
at large. Leaving aside the loss of
revenue to the Government, the taxa-
tion of the people would necessarily
have to go up in leaps and bounds.
It would be the duty of the Govern-
ment that prohibited the manufac-
ture, importation and sale of dis-
tilled or brewed liquors, to enforce
that law, to detect and punish every
violation thereof, and to carry to its
logical and natural end the legislative
expression of the popular will. In
order to do so an army of inspectors,
informers, spies and secret service
employees would be required.

All along the line that divides Ca-
nada from the United States a regu-
lar Chinese wall of government offi-
cialism would have to be constructed :
every nook and corner in the Domi-
nion would have to be guarded by
the ubiquitous informer. And, in
spite of all that, liquor would still be
manufactured, brought in, and con-
sumed. The hill-side still would be
revived and the days of “ moon-
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lighters ” would retarn—even at the E
closu of the enlightened and progress-
ive nineteenth century. The liquors
that men would diink under svch a
regine, would be ten per cent. adult-
eration, and may be fifty per cent.
rank poison. The fiction of a general
prohibition would do away with li-
quor inspeetion: no law would gov-
ern its manufacture—since that ma-
nufacture would be in contravention
of the general law. The licensed and
responsible traders would step down
to make way for the unlicensed and
irresponsible violators of the great
enactinent. The private still would
replace the mspected manufactory ;
the sinuggler’s tactics would shoulder
aside the merchant-importer’s open
trade transactions ; and the shebeen,
the hidden groggery, and the dive
would usurp the domain of the re-
spectable hotel and the duly licensed
restaurant.

While thus following out to its
effeets  this

mevitable prohibition

movement, we do =0 merely to draw ;

attention to the utter impractability
of the whole erusade. We do not, for
one moment, dream that such a ple-
biseite could everresult in a majority
fuvorable to a general prohibitovy
Inw. Yet since there are persons—
whose zeal flies "away with their na-
tural acumen — who dream of the
possibility of such a result, we must
assist In quictly  awakening  them

HENRI DUBOIS, Prop.

from their nightmare slumber and
preventing them fromn trusting too
inuch to the shifting and dangerous
support of such = Castles in the air”

At the D. C. T. W. Conven-
tion, in Toronto, Monday, Octo-
ber 26th, a Gentleman named
Ramsey, expressed his displea-
sure that Mr. D. L. Moody, when
in Montreal, stayed at the lar-
gest whiskey Hotel in Canada.
Very unwise of Mr, Moody to do
anything of the kind, yet. Our
esteemed Governor General, and
his Lady, and also most of the
Eminent Divines, as well as the
Scientific and Learned of every
description are wicked enough
to put up at the Windsor, when
in Montreal.

Evidently they cannot be
aware that the Temperance idea
is (according to some people) the
only proof of virtue in this life.
May they read those words of
(un) wisdom of Mr. Ramsey and
govern themselves accordingly |
hereafter, |
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Butchers, Bakers, Tailors, Coal

Dealers, Wood Merchants, Glass
and China Ware men, and others,

if you want the trade of the Li-
censed Victuallers, let them
kuow it, by advertizing in this
paper. It is their official organ.

Kennedy Bros.

393 et 395 WELLINGTON St

Corner Etienne Street

POINT St. CHARLES.

In Winter can make you warm,
In Summer can make you cool,
And at all times are really to sapply you with
a first class Drink or Cigar at the most reason-
able prices.

s S¢t, Klmmo*?
203 McGILL STREET.
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Our 25 cent Lunch

A SPECIALTY.

C BREAD

If you desire to always have on your table an
AGREABUE,NI Eand DIGESTIBLE BREAD,
as well ay different kinds of Ples, Cakes, Buns,
ete, ete, belng done with first quality materinls
and at moderate prices, detying any competi-
tion, send yaur address 10 the

Montreal Cash Bakery

91 SHANNON ST.
Bell Tel. 307.
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the
place
for
your

Adv’t.




