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(Acte viii.) and St. Paul does the
-sanie to those disciples of John the
Baptist, whom lie baptized in the
naine of Christ. (Acta xix. 6.) In
IIeb. vi. 1, the laying on oif bande"
is reckoned among the firgt princi-
pies of the doctrine of Christ. The
practice of the eariy Church le suf-
ficiently attested, among other8,, by
Tertullian, who died A. D. 220-
"lAfter baptisin, thon, the imposition
of bands, with benediction, invoking
and calling upon the }Ioly Spirit"
(Words wvhich exactly deactibie our
Confirmation Service), and by Cyp-
rian, Bishop of Carthage, wko, soute
yoarg later, speake of it as.the office
of the Bishops of the C"hdrch. Lu
another passage, referring to the
imposition of liands by the Apostesý
iu Acte viii., be writes, "The saine
cu8tom is now observed in the
Churcli, for those who are baptized,
are presented te the governors of the
Churcli, that by their prayer and the
imposition of handa, they may re-
ceive the Holy Gho8t and be p.r
fected with the seat of the Lord."

Confirmation i. not a sacrament
in iteelf-it iB 8imply the concluding
act, the completion of Holy Bap-
tism, postponed tilt the child is able
te ratify, of its own free-will, the
8olemn promise and vow miade at its
baptism. In the case of adulte, if
the Bishop be present, confirmation
fQllows immediately on the Baptism ;
..- See rubric te Office of Baptisin of
those of ]Riper YÇars.

Confirmation is not "«ajoining the
Churcli." The New Testament
knows but one way*of entering the
Kingdom of God, and that is, "lby
water and the spirit" (John iii. 5),
by "the washing of regeneration"
(Titus iii. 5)>. In the Acte of the
Apoottes, we eee this principte in
practical operation fromi the ftrst:

on the day of Pentecost, ail that
gladly reccived the words, of St.
Peter "lwere baptized." <Acte ii. 41.)
Therefore, unless there are two
kinda of baptism, and thc baptisma
of infante be an idie cerernonv with-
out use or value, the baptized child
is as much in the Church," as xnuch
a member of the Body of Christ, as
the oldest, gray-haired Saint. P)o
we not say, at every baptisin, "wu
reoeive this chuld into the congrega-
tien of Chriet's iFlock," and return
thanks to Alniighty God that the,
littie oue "lis regenerate and grafted
iuto the iBody of Christ's Church 1"
Confirmation ie onty the ordinance,
meet sotemu and decioive, lu which,
the child, corne te years of disere-
tien, knowiug good and evil, iuder-
star4ding tnat lie ie by God'a Grace a
"niemnber of Christ, a chid of God,
and an luheritor of the King-dom, of
Hleaveu,"9 openly acknowledges bis
Baptism, and assuimes ite obligations,
paying for Divine grace to hetp hlmi
keep his vows and promises, and

receiving, if sincere, that grae,
through the solenin blessing of
God's, appointed mini8ter.

Confirmation is not the binding0
heavy burdens upon one's shoulders,
which a man could avoid by remain-
i, unconfirmed. The sotenin re-

sponuibitities of Christianity, Jie
the stein responsibilities of citizen-
slip and of life it.eetf. are born iwith
a inapi, are laid upon hlm, whether
ke will or wilt net, by the facta of
his position in this wortd, and cannot
be ahirkede, still tem, annihilated by
the èmy znethod of ignoring or deny-
in,, them. The Sacrameuts of the
Chureh of Christ iay upon CIris-
tians no responsibilities, n= duties
teivard Gôd or man, which do flot
rest, atready and equatty upon the
unbaptized and the unconfirmed.


