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matisms and bad digestion of' u spiritual dys-
peptic, he knows o more of than of the
lague or theJewish leprosy.  But take the
cart out of a man’s religion, and it becomes
the most pitinble penance, and the dreariest
of drudgerics. )
Perhaps, tov,wemay find in this very spot
thereason why 50 many awakened and once
anxious sinmers have never yet found the
Saviour. They only sought the infinite
blessing with but o fraction of the heart.
God was in earnest when he invited them ;
they were not.  “The Spirit of grace was in
earnest when he strove with them; they
were not. A fragment of the heart—a few
hours of the Sabhath—an oceasional fitful
thought—they were willing to give to Christ
if he wonld insure them a safe eseape from
perdition. Bur the very least and lowest
terms which the blessed Savior could offer
them were, ¢ Ye shall seek me and find me
when ye search for me with all your keart.”
Unconverted reader ! does not this touch
the very “sore spot” with you? Is not
this your very sin and danger 2 Yon ask
everything from God 5 you will not give ev-
cevthing to him.  Just as surely as the day
of judiment comes and finds yon hopeless
and Christless, you will take up « bitter la-
nentation in words like these, “ I am lost
—lost forever. I might have been saved.
I often came near to heaven; I was more
than onceat the threshhold.  Others passed
by and went in. My intimate friend went
in. A brother entered in at my very side;
my wife—with a tearful pleading to me
to follow her—passed through the open
door. Xmighthave gone.  Conscience bade
me go.  Reason uraed it. A erucified Sa-
vior, with picrecd hand, opencd wide the
gate. Xerpreted to come m ere it should
close.  The Spirit. strove with me to give
God my heart.  Bat. the conditions of sal-
vation were, ¢ Ye shall seek me and find me
when ye seaveh for we with ol the heart.?
This I would not give. 1 kept back what
God asked, and Lhave lost ceersthing ! ‘Lo
sink into perdition is afearful doom at hest 5
but infinitely more harrowing and awful for
the soul that ramcmbers that it fell there
from the very threshhold of heaven t—Inde-
pendent.

Household Worship.

BY REV. LEONARD SWAIN, D. D.

Perhaps there never was a clearer duty
growing outof the very nature of the case
itsclt, than that of houschold worship.

The family is God’s first iustitution. Tt
was founded in Eden, and will Jast to the
cnd of the world. Al other institutions
come after it, cluster around it, grow out
of it, and have the deepest roats bath of theie
strength and  their weakness in it. The
school is what the fumily makes it. The

church is what the family makes it.  The
state is what the family makes it.  So s it
with communitics and nations.  So is it
with universal human society and with the
whole race of man,  ‘They are all butso ma-
ny streams of which the family is the foun-
tain, circles of which it is the centre, super-
structures of which it is the foundation,
branches of which itis theroot.  What itis,
they are and must he. Its spirit makes
their life. Its fibres shape their boughs.
Its juices feed their leaves and fill their fruit.
All other institutions of soviety ave to be
formed and reformed, generated and regen-
crated, only through the funily itself.

Aund if the family is the institution of all
others which staxnds nearest to God, then,
of all others, it ought first to acknowledge
God. 1If he should be recognized in the
school, the state, the church, the world, then
before all, and as an introduction to all, he
should be recognized in the houschold; re-
cognized not in spirit only, but in form, and
by a regular order and system of service.
There ean be no true spiriiuad acknowledge-
nient of God in the family without this form
and order of service, any more than there
could be in a Christian chureh without pub-
lic prayer and praise. I there s to be fami-
1y religion there must be family worship:
the hotnage of the honschold daily and di-
rectly addressed to God, in the audible read-
ing of his Word, and the oflering up to him
morning and evening of audible prayver and
thanksgiving.  The family thus recogmizes
God’s will ats its law, God’s Word as its
guide, his service as its work, his throne ot
gruee as its great fountain of strength, his
presence, providence, indwetling, and appro-
hation as its hest hond of order and peace,
its anty true life, light, joy, and salvation.

But every family owes it to itself as well
as to God to maintain this daily worship.
'There 3s an influencee flowing out of such a
habit of worship over the whaole louschold
life, which is of the utwost power and con-
sequence, and which eznnot be replaced or
supplied by any other influence in the world.

Look at the influence on the mere cduca-
tion of o family.  The Dible is the greatest
of all classics.  There is more in it to form
the mind, to fire the imaginaiion, to fill the
thoughts—nay, even to fashion thestyleand
furnish the tongruc with all the resourcer of
strong and beautiful speech, than in any
other book. Now the mere fact of growing
up from childhood in the daily babit of kear
ing this book read at the family devotions,
connceted as it is with all thg most sacred
and touching associations which life can tur-
nish through its successive stages from the
cradle to the grave, this of fiself i3 an cle
wment of incaleulable power in developing
the mind, in giving it direction, tone, and
shinpe, in forming ils tastes, in building that
inward habitation in which it is to dwell,



