Relations of Ottawa to Parlia-
ment.

HE Capital of the Dominion bears pecu
liar and intimate relations to Parlia
ment as the host. Senators and Members
are essentinlly the gnests of Ottawa. They
come here thonsands of miles, in many in
stances, to put in an enforced residence of
#everal months daration. y of them
live at hotels, some in boarding houses,
and others iake and, practically,
live in the Houses of Parliament In these
Housos are dining rooms, barber shops,
bath rooms and working apartments, There
are the reference library, post office, read
ing rooms, telegraph offices and other con
venlences.

rooms

To say that ordinary municipal rnles
applicable to the dispensing of liquor, or
the hours for keeping open a  barber shop
should apply to those Houses of Parlia
mnt would be manifestly absurd. Yat on
Sunday last two city detectives were des
patched, presumably by order of the new
chief of police, to vixit the Honse of Com
mons basement and spy arcund. They
found no bar in existence, hut discovered
one man in the barber shop. Tney extort
ed an admission from hiu that he had
shaved one man who was not *'a member
and ordered him to appear at the police
court. How the civic Dogberry discovered
that it was lawfal to shave ‘‘a member’’
and unlawfal to shave attaches of theHouse
requires explanation. How about mem-
bers of the Press Gallery whose duties
compel even longer hours within the nuild

ing than members of the House, and
are under the ruoles of the Sergeant at
Arms, permitted the same privileges down
stairs as are members of the Hounse? How
about the ofticers of the House and the offi
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cial debates reporters, and the secretaries,
and others?
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police and
prove 1mpossible it
wonld be to enteree some petty municipal
rule within the precincets of Parlinment
It wounld be intolerable to  have detectives
introding at any hour into what 1s practi
cally the c¢lub quarters of the highest court
in the land. Is the keeper of
room to be prohibited from
member on Sunday a package ot
tobacco? If not how will the police
vent a member of the Press Gallery
Speaker's secretary from

how

the smoking
selling to a
smoking
pre-
or the
replenishing  oc
castonally his tobacco poach?

The whole attempt to place under po
lice surveillance the men who
led to work and

arve compel
live in these Houses of
Praliament  is  Jmeddlesome, and; to
tally uncalled for. The officers or the
Houses are quite competent to wmaintain
discipline, decency and order within the
precinets of Parlinment

i enforces the view that this should be
made a federal districtdirect under govern
went, as at Washington. The aldermen in
the weantime should protest against the
servants they pay making of themselves a
meddlesome naisance,




