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dcny that t!ic most scientific and profound literature in our
spccialty is altogether forcign to our henmisphere ; that until certain
books werc conpilcd to order, sone of which are bare-facecd pla-
giarisns of British or Gernian pr,.'oductions, American dental
collegcs wcre taught the scicncc of dcntistry fron thcsc foreign
tcxt-books. Most of our advancencnt. lias been made along
nicchanical lincs, the merc prosthctic, and little or nothing in the
investigation of thosex enbryonic conditions which lic at the base
of the predisposing causes of poorly calcificd teeth. No complaint
of this sort can be made as to the study of the relation of fermen-
tation to caries, the fungi of tic mouth, etc., so carcfully investi-
'gated by Dr. W. D. Miller, of Berlin, Gcrimany; but whcn we
reflect that the special discase of caries is incrcasing in all civilized
countries, not mcrcly like a transient cpidcnic, which we prepare
to battlc with until we ca'i safely prcdict its disappearance, but as
a physiological certainty in by far the largest proportion of hcalthy
children of hcaltlhy parents ; when ve considc- the fact that pro-
bably not a hundred people could be found in this city betwccn the
ages of fifteen and twcnty who have escapcd discased tecth, and
that the majority of children do not attain their sixth year frec
from this calamity, when we rcflcct upon this connection of caries
with a period when nutrition is most active, and "decay" should
be anomalous, it would scem that there is here a ncglectcd field for
scicntific research. I look with horror on such statements, that in
one dental office, or rather abattoir in New York, 5,ooo tecth werc
extracted last year; that from four to five tons of gold, forty-five of
silver and tin, besides several tons of other plastics, were used in
the United States alone last year ; while it is cstimated that
6,ooo,ooo of artificial teeth were inserted, and 2oooo,ooo of human
teeth sacrificed by neglect.

Where is this to end ? is the hypothesis, founded upon the laws
of descent and adaptation, that the offspring of those who have lost
their teeth early, might be born without tooth-germs, to become
probable? Is there to be a generation born without teeth, as they
say our distant ancestors predicted that which has corne to pass,
that thei: distant successors would be born without tails ? Can
we grow better teeth? Can we do anything to control nutrition
during the formative period ? What are the disturbing and favor-
ing influences of calcification ? Do you not think that the imper-


