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fuil to strike every one is the love for plants
which must animate the people to have
enabled them to furnish from Russinan stores
such an immense quantity of magnificent
tropical plants, and to produce such adwir-
able specimens ot horticaltaral shill in va
rious speeies of known dificnlty of culiiva-
tion. It was plain bom the fivst, althongh
the names of the extubitots were not placed
untilafter the juvies had fnished theie labonrs,
that the maltitede of patins and lavge tropical
plants conld never have been supplicd by
foreigat exhibitors, They were mainly sup-
piied by neighbouring gentlemen ; and what
ig still wore remarkable, on visiting the dite
ferent gentlemen’s residences in the neigh-
bourhood, to which the members of Congiess
were invited, the hot-houses of each and alt
were found to be of an extent, and supplied
with an amonut of maierial, lar surpassing
in quantity anything ot wineh they had the
slightest ulea, or which would be found in
similar places in Eagland, and especially
overflowing with targe and wellgrown spe-
cimens of pals and other tropical arboreal
vegetation,

Considering the climate, or, indeed, not
considering the ~limate at all, the cultiva.
tion of the roses in the exhibition was be-
yond all praise. They were not one whit
behind—if they conld be better we shonld
almost say that they were before—the won-
derfully tine display of roses exhibited by
our first growers at Sonth Kensington a few
weeks ago.  Of Russian exlibits, a collection
of a couple of hundred hardy flowerz, many
of them Russian or Siberian wild flowers, and
mast of them well known in the old herba-
ceous gardens: alxo o collection of alpine
and polar plants in flower, a collection ol
twenty-four species of iris, and agem of a col-
lection of hardy orchiidaceons plants, chiefly
from Siberin, were especially notewoithy.
These were all from the Botanic Garden.

The foreign exhibits were casy of, récog.
nition, consisting chiclly cither of splendid
orchids or fine folinged plants, among which
were many of the avoid character, on which
the public taste seems latterly to have bheen
running, or of tree ferns, tine azaleas, &e.
Besides these, v few absolute novelties.
chiclly supplied by Mr. Linden, added a
special interess 1o the cobiection.  Alloge-
ther, the union of Russin  and Western
stores made an exhibition wonderful in ex-
tent and admirable in detait, which willlong
dwell in the ntenory of cvery one who saw
it.

The exhibitor laureata of this Exhibition
wus Mr. Linden. He not only carried ot
more prizes thas any one else, but also grined
the Emperor's specinl prize, given to the
forcign cxbibitor who should have o8t con-
tributed to the beauty and embellishment of
the exbibition. A gimilar prize, given by
the Ewnpress to the Russian exhibitors, was
awarded 10 M. Lorgus, who, besides an im.
mense quantity of fine plants, had largely
oontributed to the ruccess of the show by his

roses. Of Englislunen, Mv. Warner und Mr,
Veiteh were ot medallists ¢ the former had
sent a collection of fine ovehids in lower—a
collection which wae considered the ¢ream
of the Exhibition. We feel sure that i the
Russian public had heen polled in the tirst
days of the Lxhibidon, the Emperodcs prize
wonld have gone (o hitee To the Jaiter day g
the flowers were beginaing to fade, and we
greatly fear that he witl lose some of his
wmost valuable plants.  With the juties, kow-
ever, M. Verschatledt, of Ghent, ran Mr, Lin-
den closest for the Emperocs medal, he hav-
g comirbuted a great number of plaats
espectitily adapted fur the ambellishnent of
the show.  1lis azaleas added move Lright.
ness and colour to the Exhibition than the
whole of the rest of it put together,

The suceess of the Exhibition and Congress
1s maialy due to the exertions of Dr. Reged,
and the Uresident of the Russian Horticulun.
ral Scciety—~Admiral Greig (Scotsman by
descent).  Tuey appear to bave been sup-
poried gallantly and in the right spirit by
those who had the power to help, namely, by
the Emperor and his higher officers.  Intheir
cyces this meeting has obviously « wider sig-
nificance than a great flower show, and an-
oiher aim than the promotion of horticultuve.,
It is the civilization and advancement of the
Russian people which they haveut hemt,and
to promote which they use thiz as one of many
means

\Whatever may have been the moving im-
pulse, the Congress and Ixhibition has re.
ceived the most gratifying proofs of the K-
peror's interest and protection. The more em-
inent members of the Congress have been
personally presented to him; the whole Con-
gress entertained at an Imperial banguet in
lis country palace, driven over his grounds,
and entertained at other palaces, which they
were also invited to visit.

The same spirit has animated every Russian
with whom they came in contact—an anxiety
lo please, to study the comfort and’happiness
of twir gnests, to make sure that they see
everytbing of interest, has been universal.
We arve glad that it will not be our turn for 2
while 10 have the International Exbibition in
London, for we fecl suve that so loug us the
remembrance of this remains it will be difi-
cult to prevent it being a comparative fail.
ure.~( Farmer) Scottish.

The Coleus.

Few groups of plants have o rapidly
emerged from comparative obscurity into
prominence and notoricty @s thut of the
Coleus. Twenty year? ago, almost tie only
representative was the well known Coleus
fruticosus—the ** Nettledeaved Ueranium ™
of our grandumother’s windows, a plant admi-
rably adapted for the position it has from
time immemorial been called to fill, that of o
cotiage’ window adoraer. It cango! lay
claim to any merit for beauty cither in leaf
or flower; it has, however, an iron constitu-

tion, and i alwuys green and healthy-look-
ing. but nothing more.

The fivst of the fumily with ornamental or
coloured leaves intioduced to us was Colens
Blumesi.  This has produczd two sports—"Pec.
tinat, @ bitte more ent in tw leat'; and Tel-
fordi ov Anver, a hiighi-coloured yellow,
hat weakly-constitutione:d vaviety, Thenap-
peared Colenns Versehafeltii, a plant which,
from the very day of its introduction. hag
goue on steadily advancing in favour. In
ribbon fluower borders it stwnds unrivalled in
producing cieer of colour, such glovious
masses of glowing ccinmion purple. As o
specimen pot plant itis also greatly appre-
ciated for et summer ov winter use.
[Prom this several sporss have been secured,
fieat, C. Mumoraty, having the leaves slight.
Iy marbled with green, ol very pevsistent,
however: C. Aurco-marginata, having the
leaves slightly edged with pale yellow, tole-
rably distinet, and rather pleasing ; angd
quite lately another, named Beau:y of St
Johin’s Wood, which. however, I have not yvet
seen.

The next was Colens Gibsoni, a robust-
growing sort, somewnvy resembling in ap-
prarance our old window favourite, with the
addition of u little parple on its leaves.  Co-
leus Veitehii is one of tae latest, asort of in-
termediate between Verschafteltii and Gibso-
ni, pleasing when grown a3 «u pot-plant, but
too tender for hedding purposes.  Colews ni-
gricans, 2 dark leaved sort, of straggling,
liabit, is almost worthless.

Such, then, was our stock of Coleuses untit
last season, when the hybrids appeared. The
advance was y9 great and so little expected,
that the country was, as it were, taiken by
storm with them ; and on their being sold,
they were very speedily to be found in every
garden in the country.

In the Horticultaval Society’s collection of
1568, the mast uniqne, in my opinion, i3 C.
Bausci § itis, however, as a pot plant under
glass that it tells to most advantage. There
its dark plum-colour comes out the clearest
and brightest, and the green beading of its
very regularly toothed leaves is just enough
to set it off and make it charming., In the
open ground, jwlging from the past season,
it becomes rather dingy =nd ineffestive in
colour. Q. Sanndersit is the next best for
pot cultuvre; while for bedding out, the best
I believe to be C. Ruckeri, which becomes
almost quite black, and C. Scotii, which is
very dark, intermixed with green streaks.
The others, of which much was hoped, as C.
Berkeleyi and Marshallii, are rather too
diagy in theiv hue to snit for bedding-out
purposes. None of the whole bateh are, I
believe, equal to our old favourite Vers~
chaffeltii for beddmg ; there is a warmth and
a depth of colour avout ®his, t3 which the
others cannot lay claim.

Whatare we,bowever, to expect from the

maay lovely gems, sad the secoud batch of
secdlings raised at Cuiswick, and now being

distributed by several ofour leading nursery~



