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andmote ficquenidy aticnded it inthecase of $helarger
vereals. In planting Indian corn, tho practical far-
mer early mahes chwice of the largest and finest

its wonders will, in their ertimation, vio with, «f nt
surpass, those of the magic lautern, the Lalelluscupe,
and the wheel of life, while they will have nmae

potent influence in providing an after taste for it |
lectual and useful research.  Many of the smaller
seeds which, to the unaided cye, seem vory mudh
alike, y et present remarkably  diversified, and ofien
very beautiful appearmnces when siewed through a
micruscope of only ordinary power, and when one
is accustomed so to look at them, tho transition is
ensy to the investigation of the wide flelds for micros-

«arsif he does not even set apart a piece of ground
for the express purpose of raising sced. and bestow

. P L ma this particula care i ivation. Then, havin
Tue importance of using only tho choicest seed, | ' s])‘m""l u eare in culliv ‘30" Then, 8
secured the best cars, be esen rojoets from these all

the best of its kind and feee from adunxture, is uni-]h it the completely deeloped h 1s, throwing
versally achnowledged, thoug! fortunately ! Lumpieiely dereloped  aernes,
¥y & tough unforiy Y not | awside those at the base and top of the cob. In wheat,

always so carefully carried mto pracuce as it should || rain. the staple of Canadi el the i
be, and a stricter attention to o mawter of so much | gt m: '¢ staple of Lunncian agrlc.u tare, the grea
v t paing are tahen to clean the grain and remove all

Pure Seed.

consequence should be urged upon farmess gene.

Fia. 1,
rally. 1rew persons now would employ small tubers
t- secure the best relurn from a potato crop. Yet
the analogy between these tubersand ordinary seed
is not exact; for it is inthe eyes or buds that we
should look for a closer resemblance, and lierve it
must be acknowledged that the most vigorous bhuds
will produce the most promising and thriving plauts.
Accordingly, it is that end of the tuber in which the

he. 2,

larger and more fully descdoped budsare congregaied
that all judicious planiais wae, and da dividing be
root, tuhe caie 5o 1o ptform the oferativn as lo
8ECUTE Ouie ot tnuit of these budsia caeh sete This

small seeds of imperfect wheat or weeds, or foreign
grain.  But there is another class of seeds, in which,
though the same care is called for, it is not quite so
veadily applied. Inthe case of the smaller seeds
of turnips, clover, and the grasses, the minutencss of
the grain renders their examination and the detection
of imperfection or impurities not quite so casy. Yet
the matter is vot.alter all,attended withany very great
dificalty. In regard to turnips, it may be alleged

,that when so large & proportion of ihe plants that

come up have to be destroyed in the process of siog-
ling,itisofno great consequence ifa little adulteration
is practised.  Without admitting such a plea for
curcless husbandry, it may be granted that infact
there is less adulteration in the case of turnips than
many other small sceds. It is the practice of seeds-
men, and farmers would do well to follow the ex-
awple, to test their seeds by counting out a
definiie number, say o hundred, and planting them;
hon noticing, after o suflicient interval, how many
have sprouted. This will show at least the vitality
of thesceds. But to detect adulteration in the case
of {he smaller sceds of grass and clover, some arti-
ficial aid to the sight i3 cmployed with advanlage,
and a good maguifying gluss, or cven a inicroscope.
will be found of especial service.

In reference to this subject, an interesting article
appeared recently in the Farmer (Scottish), from
which we copy the following extract and the accom-
panying illustrations.

Premising that farnters are apt enough in judging
of the minute differences in the appearance of the
cereal grains, the writer of the article alluded to
says. It may b safely concluded, that inorder to
acquite an equally discriminating acquaintance with
the smaller seeds, they have only to nccustom them-
selves to the use of the microscope, with which Lo
wagnify the smallest sceds to at least thesizes of
wheat, oais, barley, beans, or others which they are
accustomed to handle. Many look upon the usc of
the microscope as o mysterious and difficult opers-
tion, requiring far too much time, application and
botber, for {keir having anything to do with it; but
theg bove wuly togive it a fae trial fnorder to dis
cover heir mistale, disabuse themselves of all such
absurd notivis, and find, on the contrary, that it is
e U Ligliest degree tuterestiug, ivstructive and uae

DEECSSATY cilu i Lt stiseuoh of Beed is mure casily | ful, aad (Fen ws ain Ouasivtial ticad to e yuang,
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copic observation which are embraced within the
animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms.

Mixing, colouring, and killing, aro all skilfully
perpetrated in adulierating seeds; and all these arts,
however artlstically they may have been applied,
are more ov less capable of being detected by the
microscope. Thus, with clovers and grass sceds,
none are so exactly alike but that a difference can be

Fo. 4.
observed by a skilful microscopist, and most of the
ingurious or worthless kinds employed in mixing are
50 dussimilar that their detection 1s comparatively
casy. This i3 not tho c¢use, bowever, with seeds of
whe vaticties of turnips and othier brassicw, altivugh



