
BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

TUE LYNN CREEK CLAIMS.

Mr. Yarco, the owner of the Lynn claimt, on
Lynn L(eek, North Vancouver, antagonizes the
stateiment that the Findlay syndicate of Vancouver
thrcw up the option on the claiis by reason of the
disappointing nature of the ore and the presence of
too inuch zinc. The option vas abandoned, so lie
states, by reason of inability on the part of the svn-
dicate to secure the necessary further capital, those
as.sociated in the venture differing in opinion as to
nanagenent and other mnethods. Tlhe owner, wlîo
is developing the claimu, states that lie has exposed
an ore body eight feet in vidth, with ore assaying
nearly $50, nostly in copper ; and also asserts that
tie main ledge is free fromn zinc. He is sanguine
of good resuilts in the early future, and liolds
strongly by the mineral possibilities of Lynn crcek.

AND IT'S TRUE.

The Slocan mining district lias been da-niaged
more through the practice of conpanies piacinug
men in charge of the workings of the mine, regard-
less of tieir experience as ininimug men, sinply be-
cause they had a " pull " on sone of the mnenbers
of the conpany, than all other influences comubinîed.
Good properties have, for the timme being, been
rtined, and the district in which they were situate
received a " black eye'" by the properties being
thrown up as worthless. and large sums of mtoney
squandered. Tine alone will convince the inexpe-
rienced intvestor in mines tiat a pair of yellow leg-
gings does not make hn expert miiner.-Silvertonian.

TUE FAIRVIEW CONSOLIDATED AND TUE
SMUGGLER.

The Fairview Company will, it is stated, this
spring erect and begin to work a 2o-stamitp maill, the
Smuîîggler a 6o-stamnp one.The Consolidated niccds
the larger miiill as the comnpany owns sixteen claims.
This year should give a good test of the value of
the free.mtilling gold deposits of the promnising dis-
trict of Fairview, which, like Lillooet, attracts nu-
creasing attention in Eniglanid. On the fate of these
two districts the early future of free-gold mmîining. in
British Columbia largely now depends.

THE PILOT BAY CONCENTRATOR.

This concentrator will iake, pending the reblow-
ing in of the owning company's snelter, 5oo ship-
tmients of concentrates to the smelter at Omaha.

A 1iNE SALE.

The -Blue Bird Mining Company holds a general
meeting at Kaslo on the 12t1 instant, with a view
to make a sale of the property.

TUE WORLD'S GOLD OJTPUT.

The director of the United States mint at Wash-
ington states that, froi infornation now at band,
tiere is substantial evidence that the world's pro-
duct of gold for the calendar year, 1897 will
approxilmate, if lot exceed $240,ooo,ooo, an in-
crease of nearly 20 per cent. over that of 1896. The
gold product of the United States for 1896 was $53,-
oo,ooo ; for 1897 it will approxiilate $61,5oo,ooo,

an increase of $8,5oo,ooo. The product of Africa
for 1896 was $44,400,ooo ; returns received up to
Decemiber r, 1897, indicate that the gold product of
that country, for the year, will be $58,ooo,ooo, an
ilcrease of $13,60,0ooo. Australasia's product for
1896 was $45,200,oo ; for 1897, the indications are
that it will not be less than $5 1,ooo,ooo, an increase
of $5,8oo,ooo. Mexico, for 1896, shows $8,330,-
ooo; for 1897, it is estinated that it will be $io,-
ooo,ooo, an increase of $r,670,ooo. The Dominion
of Canada, for 1896, produced $2,8oo,ooo; it is
estiiated that for 1877 the output will be $7,500,-
ooo, or an increase of $4,7o0,ooo. India's product
for 1897 is estinated at $7,500,ooo, ait increase of
$1,400,000 over 1896. Russia's gold product for
1896 was $21,550,ooo; for 189 7 it is estinated to
approximate $25,ooo,ooo, an increase of $3,500,000.
Fron which it is in particular evident, that though
our Doninion's gold yield is steadily advancing,
having far more than doubled in the year just
ended, Canada's gold output is far yet from its
zenith of possible attainmnent. At present the Do-
minion yields a thirty-second part of the world's

gold output.

THE SLAUGHTER OF WILD CAT COnPANIES.

Now begins a general slauighter and dissolution
of a iost of wild cat miining companies, last year
orgainzed in British Columbia with nominal capi-
tais of $1,ooo,ooo, of which, as a rule, not more
thian $2,ooo to $3,ooo were afterwards at most
subscribed. Tiese companies will not be able to
pay Provincial registration fees, which, adjusted
nmainly ad valoren, will call for ain outlay of about
$400. Hence, w'ithin a nonth or so we shall hear
no mtore of iniie-tentis of the hastily organized
mnining comupaies of 1897. Many, but not all, of
the remaining tenth of those then organized will
survive, and a smaller fraction of these in due
course ship ore and pay dividends. There are prob-
ably now about a hundred British Columbia pre-
cions ietal imining colpanies that "nmean busi-
ness." Last year there were hundreds of others-
on paper. The change is distinctly for the better,
and fortunately the aggregate loss of capital in-
volved in the disappearance of the 'wild cats is not
large. Most of them failed to gather in much more
than enougli to pay for printing, office and' other
preliminary expenses of attempted flotation.


