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TIE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN,

MINISTERIAL

AN AGREEARLE MINISTRR,
——afp——
¢ Iigh these pursuils, and sooner {o be named,
Deserved ; at present, only named, again
To be resumed.?

Whoever has beon, fur any length of time,the pas-
torof a congregation, whethor jn thwn or country,
has doubtless hern called to mourn over a class of by
panshioners, who tave wished to losk upon him not
s much in the hizht of o (nalful ambassador ot
Christ, as in that of an agreeable compnion, and &
good hearted, frien'ly vivcor. It s oy dicire an!
practice, as fac as circumstances will permet, to sa)
more or less on the subject of re'izion inall wy pas-
toral intercourse with my peojle. | feel the solemu
responsibility of my office. | lock over my ordina-
tion vows, and find that | pronsed in the mo-t sa.
cred manuer 10 ¢ use buth public n.d jrivate moui-
tioneand exhartations, as well to the sivk us th-
whole, within wy cure; a-d I kvow that [can never
discharge wy duty white L live anly i the partial 1]
flment of this promise. But in the panish over
which the Lard has placed me s un overseer, there
are some Jew famnlies whom 1 con never approach
with the subject that lies nearest to my heart.
enter their houses, and if, alter the usnal chit chat ol
the day bas been gone torouzh with, I attempt to
introduce some religious conver-atian, the topic is
instantly clanged, and the igh theme * i3 only name
again 1o beresumed.’ Not uufrequently the churdh
is substitited ; but 1 lieg leave to ubserve that there
ia avast d. al of lifference between talling aboit the
ctiwich ane hur principles, her prosperity and let
jnatitutions and talking about vilal, personal and prac-
tacal, reigim.

The tru. Christian never should be reluctant to
converse fra. ly with his nunister on all points teuch-
g the welfs. o of las soul. How else 15 the man
of Gad to kuow the degree of piety that pervades hi
congregatin 2 Vhen he has commuuicants whom he|
has never heard .. » the name of Jesus~who are
perpetually diccours1: g on secular suhjects—whose
reading is confined to novels, snd travels, and re
views, what estimateis he to put upoa the holine-s
of their hearts und the fuundation of their hopes? |

ed il hedoes not, with sll the policy of a man of the
world, seek to please a certam class of bis parichion-
ers, by entering into familiar convereation on topics
unsuited to the dignity of bis character, and the so-
lemwity of his office ?

‘The great priuciple by which Paul was governed
in hig" mimstry among the Corinthians is the one
which shounld cartrol us. ¢ We should know nothing,’
among our people, ¢ save Jesus Christ and Lim cro-
eified.”  All our sctivus ard  all our eflorts st onld
bear either dovectly or indirectly upon the erforce-
ment of this important doctrme.  Are we called to
usie the sick, and to pray over them?  Let Jesus
Christ be our theme, forhe alone is the Chrn Lian's
vtisoletion in the taie of suguish aud surrow.  Ar
we gulicited to eoter the house of mourning,and spesh
wer's of confort to troutl d minest Let us
point to Hin who “is touched with the fecheg ol
our infirmities,’ and who has pronised, ¢ Bliseed are

mestsesptmun

This design of the Church is especinlly and I»;m‘
cmbodied in that collect for the first Sunduy in A
which is appoiated to be used every day until Chrigy
and than which we know of no prayer more suitaly
the cluset o1 the christinn,while be continues in (s J8
tal bife. There we buve that set before us which ough
the great ol ject of all our prayers, and of our pergey
endeavours, nntely, * that we may riseto the hfe oy
tal,”? alter we have luid this body down,  And in ol
this, our mindsare turned to that ‘solemn day inniyg
“ Load shall come in Iis glorious majesty to julp '
quick and the dead” in the day of finnl decisivn f
souls of men. Aud we arerennnded of the necessy
the mode of preparing for that greai Day, namey
« ensting off the works of darkness,” orsin, und vpg
on the armour of hight,” or the true religion otiesus(y

thase tuut moura, fur they shall be comlorted.” Are
we going n ard ont among our ;vm‘plc, n_jo cing
with ttem o their health and prosperity 2 Let us still
divect their attention to that Saviour whase urns ase
streted ed out in niercy, and who would have «ll r en
come to the knowlecge ot his gespel.  An agreealle
minisler, who studies to please any part of s fluek
by falling needlessly i with tterr worldiy notions,

l'ﬁ, of ail others, tte last eharacter for whom 1 should

break te tenth coounandment. 1 would suvouer
covat the reputation of such adivioe as the celebrzied
Archtusdop Usher, who, after conversing Jongwith
bis intumate friends en lrarning and  other  subjects,
would say before separating, * Come now, one word
of Christ before we part.’—On! that every steward
+f God had such a deep sense of lus responsibulitses!
Few would then be the occasivns on which he would
101, in some way, bring lorward religion, snd' show
that his ¢ affectrons are set on things above, rather
than on things onthe earth.”  He would thus make
vimself agreeable to the more pious part of s peo-
ple, 1l nut those who would wish their mmster, out

‘of the palpit, to be a socialy jovial, entertamng cow-

panion.—Chron. of the Ch.
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Lu~xeapsune, Tuurspay, Decemper 13, 18335,

am rot one of those who wou!d obtrude religion upon ==~

the notice of persons st all times and on all vccasions,

1 believe, with Solumon, that ‘to every thing there;

s a time and a purpose under heaven—a time to,

weep end a time to laugh 3’ but what | complan of,|

18, the conduct of those fuw fomilies who waoud fain
be regardel as accupying the Lighest positous in so-
ciety, and holding in their hands the largest measure
of nfluence. They never secm to look upan them-
selvesin the claracter of smmers who need to be iu-
structed snd p inted ta the arm of the Saviour for
support.—~They are glad to hear u faithfu!, cloquent
preacher, and they can speak loudly in his praise;
but the theme on wluch he discourses in the pulpn

1 not the one which they would Le pleased to have,

introdaced io thoieparlor. Here the minster must
be agrecabic and entertaining. He vust tolk fre 1
about the merils of the last novel, ard lagh ieart,
ly over the funny papers of the ¢ Pich-wick Club.?

knew a curgyman who once told me, thit a fauiily.
of the charscter conplained ol atove, used to siy
that, * whenever he entesed their house, he sat dows
apparently with the cxpeclalion of Leing entirlained !~
A more prepasterous wdea,’ tephied he, ¢ never enter-
ed the mmd of a profesced Christian, and 1f 1 could,
with delicacy and propricty, convey ts them a mes-
sage on thissu'ject, 1 would mshe them distacth
understand, that ' never desire nor eapect,in tae po-
pular sense of Jne phrase, to be calivd an agreeabl
miisler.  ‘The pont of oy ambitivn is falintely
higher.” His views were just and senprural.  For,
did Jesus Chriot, as he journeyed to Jurusa'em, ane
stopprd on s way at a bouse in Bethany, «xpedt
Bfasy and Martha to enlerlain him with conv 73al1
foreign to the business of s heavenh missicn? Dic
the great apostle of tue Gentilos, us he truvelled
from jlace to place, und entrred into the cotlaze o
the poor man, and the palace of the rich, snticipate
anything like ardiary socisl erjoynert?  And mus

the win ster of Chrnt, at the presest duy, be censur |

Avvext.—\Weare now in the midst of those four weeks
of Advent which bave, from avery early periad, Leen set
apart by the Church for the devout observance of her chil-
dren.  To the greatbenefitof such appointments we have
frequenily adverted ; and, as appears by a late extract in
rour paper,® their advantage has not escaped the notice of
‘some even of those who walk not withus.  Itis remarked
“(hat 3t is the peculiar computation of the Churdch, to be-
gin her year and renew the annual coutse ol Ler service at
tlus time of “Advent,” theremn differing froin all accounts
lof time whatsoever.  Thereason of which is because she
does not number hér days, or measurce her scasons so
much ty the motion of the Sun, as Ly the cvuise of vur
Savsur , beginming and counting on her yem with fuw,
who being thetrue * Sun of Righteousness,* began now
to nse upon the wotld as the Day Star fromn on high.—
The lessons aud services, therefore, for the four first Sun-
Jays in her liturgical y car, propose to our meditations the
twofold Advent ol our Lord Jesus Clrist, teaching us,
that it was e vio was to come and did come to redeem
the wotld § uad that st is He also who shall come again to
be our Judge. The end proposed by the Church inset-
ting these two appearances of Chiist together | efere us at
thas time, is to beget in our minds proper dispositions to
celebrate the one and expect the other: that so with joy
and thankfulness we may * now go to Bethlchem, and
see this great thing which is come to pass, which the Lord
hath tnade known to us,"—c¢ven the Son of God come to
visit us in great humility, and thence with faith un-
feigned, and hope immaveable, ascend in heart and mind
to meet the same Son of Gad in the air, coming in glori-
ous majesty tojudge the quick and dead **

Tt See No. 1, Vol. 4.

Aud further, the Chureh, cver mindiul of the f
corropt hearts of her children, puts into their meg
prayer to the Almighty for * grace” fromn Hun, t
them thus to stand prepared lop the coming of i
JAnd finnlly, we ace taught bere that * now in the
ithis mortal life” is the short and uncertain season,is
oll this isto bedone, in which gin is to be puloff,
aew man puton, which after God is created ia gl
;ness and true holiness.

Oh! that every sonand daughter of the church
deed have grace to use this sublune prayer, o3 thes
.and engage in daily preparation of hoart and life fuy
'solemn scenes which all inust realize.  No prayen,
ever eacellent,—no services, however solemn,~x
pointinents, huweser wise and heneficial in therd
no church, however scriptural in her character 12
stitutions, will profit us in that great and terribled
we are found with hearts unrenewed, and minds o
lified. Nuy, assuredly our condemnation will beg
proportion to our privileges, if when weighed in
lances of the sanctuary above, we aro found wanty
lively and justiyang faith in Hin who now ojcust;
arms of mercy as the Saviour, bt will then sit
Throne of glory as our Judge.—Leet us prepare 4
come another anniversary of his first gracious i
turning trom those sins from which He came
liverus by ewbracing the offers of free pardonty
taith in ). name, which his Gospel holils out to
sccking carnestly that Spirit which alone can et
cheer anid convert our sinful souls, filling us wit
God and wan, and making us a people prepared
Lonp.

Oriciy or TiE Cituncit or Encraxp.—Theb
ous amld lcarned Bishop Burgess ot St. Davids, asy
remembered by our clerienl readers, some yean
dressed tothe Clergy of his Diacese, a letter, e
“ An Inquiry into the origin of the Christian Churd
particularly of the church in Biitain,” in whichbed
(as we think) establishies, by the most abundan!
tactory authorities, a few imporiant facts, ‘vhicd
wformation of those who sometimes yead the*
history® the wrong way, it may not be amiss to!]
to our columns.

1. That S1.Pavr preached the Guspel of Chos
tain about the 14th year of the teign of the Empers
and A. T).GE.

If. ‘Thathe there appointed Aristobulus, meel
the Epistle to the Romans, as the first Bishop, acd
ishied a cotplete Epscopal form of Church Got

III. That the Church of Britain thus establi
senior to that of Rome : Linus, the first Bisbop
latter place, being appomnted by the joint authorityy
ter and Paul, inthe ycar of their martyrdom, afie
turn fromw Brutain.

IV. That the Chureh in Britain continued lo
erncd by its own [3ishops for six hundred years,i
ent of any forcign church, and was found in tha &
Auslin, the Pope’s firs! missionary ; at which(




