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THE CHRISTTIAN. H

slearly’ taught by the word of God that the blogd of Christ cleanses
from all sing, : . "

It 1s the procuring eause of the remission of sing, and without it there
conld be no remiseion ; baptism administered to penitent belwevers, s
the means by which they enjoy the pardon of those sins, wluch they
committed while aliens, and confession is the means by which the ci-
tizens of Messial’s kingdom cnjoy the pardon of those sins wliich they
commit after Baptism. ' ‘ '

"T'he objections urged by many against baptism for the renission , of
sing, arise from their suppociug the remussion of sins to be somethmg
wronght in the heart, but the pardon of sins is not any thing wrotigin
in 1.~ henrt of man, but is an act passed by the Executive of the Un-
verse in the palace royal of heaven. , : ‘

A rebel against a temporal, government' cannot tell by his féelings
that the execntive has pardonct? him. Tt is only by the pardon of the
execwiive, duly authenticated, that he can be assured of p{trdol)'.

A portion of a'King’s subjcets have revolted, he issues his proclama-
tion, bearing the seal'of state and his own ruyal signature. It meets
thieé eyes of one of the rebels, he immediately complics with its ¢ndi-
tions.  Ask him if he is not afraid he will be exccuted for treason.  No
sir, says ho, here is the King’s proclamation, propasing pardon upon
certain conditions. T have compliéd with those conditions, and unless
the king deny himself, ¥ amn a pardoned men.

So man has revolted against the divine gyvernment. The great King
eterngl, immortal, and invisible, has issued his royal proclamation, bear-
ing his own diviné signature, and sealed with the braac red seal of the
blood of his Butoved son.  Ask a man who has intelligently obeyed the
ggswl, whether he is pardoned or not, and he will not'tell'you he thinks
soybeenuse at a certain time he dréamed a dream, saw a vision, heard
a voicg or had peculiar ficlings, but he will point you to heaven’s royal
proclamation. o o, ' S

e will tell you that the great kiug has issued his proclamation, bear-
ing the divine seal and inscription, propusing pardon.to his rebel sub-
jects upon the gonditions of faith, repentance, and baptist. I am ax
sured thiat this is the proclamation of the great hing himself. I know
that’ the<e fm-c its terms, and T 'know that I have complied with them.
T know that T believe the gospel with all my Tieart,‘:mil did before I Was
bapitised. "1 know that I repented, broké off froin mhy sins by righteouy-
ness, and T know that I'was buricd with Christ in baptism.. My fhith,
my repentance, and my baptism, are all matters of consciousness about
which T eanhot be mistaken ; and here is,the proclamation of the king
attesting my p:n'don‘.‘ And if T'could this moment cnter his aydience
chamber, and solicit an answer from his owpt divine lips, his worll is the
ouly evidence I could have, of my, pardon.  *

{To be é’(&inin\iéd.] ;




