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4 LESSON FOR JURORS.
Sir,

The following lesson for Jurors, which cannot be tao generatly known

aud crrculated, appears to be weil calculated for a place 14 your En-
qQturer:
I A Judge, who travelled the north west circuit of Ireland, (about thir-
ty-five yearsago,) presided at the trial of the follewing cause: [t veas
the case of a Landlord’'s prosecution agamst a poor man who was his
tenant, for asseult and battery, commifted on the person of the prosccu-
tor by the defendant, in the preservation of tus ouly child, an imocent
and beautiful girl, from ravishwrent.

When the poor msn was brought inte conrt and put to the bar, the
prosecutor 2ppeared and swore most manfully 1o every article in the m-
dictment.  He was cross examined by the jurors, who was composed of
houest tradesmen «nd respectable farmers.  The poor man had no Rwrer
to tell his <tory; he pleuded his own cause—am he plended, ot to the
fancy, but to the jrdoment and the keart.—Fhe Jury found him Noy
Gerers.

The court seemed highly chsyheased ; but the surrounding spectators
gladdened to exultation, atfered a shout of app druse.

The Judge told the Jury they must go back to their room, and recon-
sider the matter, adding, * He was gstonished tirey could presuife 1o re~
turn so infamous u verdict.”  The jury bowed, went back, and in & qQusr.
ter of an hour returned, when the foreman, a venctable old ihan, thus
addressed the Bench:—t \My Lord, in comphunee with yoar desnre we
went back te our arg-room, but as we found no cause to alter our opi-
Rlons, or our verdict, we return 1t to vou, in the seme weorls as before
Not Gunirv.—We heard your Lordship's extraordimary langusrge of
reproof—but we o not aceept it as properly or warantably applying on-
tous. It true, my Lord, that we ourselves, indiriduslly comudered,
ool r private capacities, may be poor invignificat ten ; thercfore in
that hght we claum notlnng, out of this box, above the common regard
due to aur hurble but honesPstations, but, my Lord, amsembled here as
a Jury, we cansot be insensible to the great and constirotional rmpror -
tance of the department we now fill: we feel, my F.ord, that we are ap-
pomted, as you are, by the Law and the (onstitution, not only agan m-
partial tribuna} to fudze between the hing and hissuhjects,—the offended
and the offender,—'ut, we act 1 a situstion of still greater contidence
for we form (as a Juty. the barrver of the people, aganst the possible
uifiuence, prejudice, passion, oc corruptian of the Bewch,”

“Tovon, oy Lord, mee ting vou withi these walls, I, for my own
part, might measure myv respect by vour private virtues,—but the mo-
ment | am enclased 1n this place, your private character is invistble; for
His mmy eves veiled by your orbcinl one, and to open counduct m that,
onlv wecunlook.”

“ tus Jary, my Lord, does not, 10 this business presume to offer the
Beni i the smallest derree of chsrespect, much less of wsult; we pay it
the respect one tribunal shiould pay to another, for the comman honous
of both.  This Jury, my Lord, did not arrmgu that Beuch with partiah-
&, prejudice, infamous decisron, nor yet with whuence, passion, corrup-
tion, oppression, or tsraany ; no, we looked to ® as the mercy-geat of
rovalty —as the sanctusry of truth aud yustice.—Stil) my Lord, wecanz
not blot frow our nuikbs the records of our sthool Look, nor crase the



