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THE ;ORIGIN OF SCANDAL.
Said Mrst A,
To Mvs. J.
In quite a confidential way,
1t seems to me
That Mrs. B.
Takes too much-—something in her tea.”
And Mrs. J.
To Mrs, K.
That very night was heard to say,
She grieved to touch
Upon it much,
But ¢ Mrs. B. took- such and such 1"
Then Mus, C.
Went straight away
And told a friend the self- -sin day,
¢ Pwas sad to think
Here cune a wink—-
“Phat Mrs. B, was fond of drink.”
The friend’s disgust
Was such she must
Inform a lady ¢ which she nussed,”
“That Mrs, B,
At half-past three
Was hat far gone she couldn’s see
This Lady we
fHave mentioned, she
Gave needle-work to Mrs, B,
And at such news
Could scarcely choose
But future needle-work refuse
Then Mys. B,
As you'll agree
Quite properly —she said, said she,
That she would track
The scandal back
To, those who made her look su black.
Through Mrs. I,
And Mrs, J.
She got at lust to Mrs. A,
And asked her why,
With cruel lie,
She painted her so du,p a dye.
Said Mrs. A
In some (hsnm.y,
I no such thing could ever suy ;
I said that you
Much stouter grew
On too much sugar —which you do.”
—Lhe drgonaat,
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A Dhore, meeting Dounglass Jerrold, said :
““Well what'’s «vomfr on to-day?” ¢ I wm,”
exclaimed Jer rold (l.utmg p.\st the inquiver.

MINIATURE
LANDSCAPES.

PIGMY TREES AND

T some ways Chinese and Japanese
deners are the most suceessful of any in the
worl © They can control and divect the
growth of plants to a degree that seems
really marvellous until the principle upon
which it is done is known, wien, as in many
other matters, it becomes guite simple.
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The Chiuese have sueh a strong Yiking Jor
the grotesque and anuatural, that the handi-
wor l\ of theiv gardeners is not as pleasing as
that of the Japaaese gardeners.  The Chi-
nese understand the dwarting of trees ; but
their best work is in so directing the growth
ot a tree or plant that it will resemble some
hideous unimal whicl is only it to exist in
nightmare.

The Japunese, on the contrary, are re-
nukable Lor their love of what is beantiful
and gracelul, wal. consequently, ngly forms
lind no favor with them.  Every Japancse
has a gavden il it be possible 5 but, as space
is valuable in Japan, only the very rich can
have large grounds, and the fanily in mod.
crite circumstiusees must he content with a
giwvden otten smaller in avew than the floor
of ong of our hall bedvooms in a narrow, city
house.

Nevertheless, that small g.u«lcn must con-
tain &s many objects us a large garden, and,
of cowrse, the only way of accomplishing the
desived vesult is to have everything in mini-
ature. It is no uncommon. thing to sce a
whole landscape contained® in o space no
greater than the top of yowr dining-table.
There will be & mountain,  stream, a lake,
rocky grottoes, winding paths, bridges,
luwns, frnit trees, shrubs, and flowers; atl
50 artistically laid out as to resemble nature
itself. In the lnke will swim wonderful,
filmy-finned gold and silver fish, and not
| unfrequently the tall form of a cranu will be



