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aiford an additional proof of the impropricty ofpla
cing it indiscriminately in the hands of men whos
tiiinds are necess~rily rude and uncultivated.
«Man must cultivate the ground for his corp!

veal, the mind for s intellectual food. His pro
ficieney in every science is proportioned to the skil}
of his instrucior, the time, the toil, and talents ex-3
pended in the study ofit. In literature nml‘(lu
arts, itis the same. Incvery trade, occupation
and profession, manual dexterity, or iutel!cctual‘e;
cellence, can be acquired only by previous disci
pline, and long habits of bodily or meutud acti(m\
But are the deep study, patient invstigation, an
the vigorous exereise of reason, necessary to th
attainment of all human knowledge 5 and will the
knowledsze of oursulves as fallen creatures, as mo
1al and reprehensible agents,—will the knowleds
of God. of his attributes, of his will, of the dactrines
he inculcates, of the duties he preseribes, of hig
precepts, prowmiscs, exhortations, denunciations,

and of his wholescheme of redemption, will all thisl

mowledge—deep, various, and sublime as it is,
be extracted from the Bible by ignorant rustic§
and mecl@nics, unassisted by oral or written ¢t
culation? It would be highly desirable that th
pesantry of Ireland understood and respected the
laws of their country more than they do atpresen
yet no society has yetstarted up with.the avowed
object of dispensing among them cheap editions ¢
Blackstone, or Coke’s Littleton, without note o
comment. A competent knowledge of nartural phi
fosophy, astronomy, metaphysics, and political
cconomy, could not fail to humanize their minds
vet po sagacious reformer has yet come forward
wits, a proposal for circulating among them New
ton, Laplace, Locke, Smith, or Stewart, witho
note or comment. Why? because these bophs
wouldnot be read, or read tosome uscless or per
nicious purpose.  ‘This applies with infinitely great:
ot force o the Bible; for asit is the best of all book
its pesversion i3 proportionably dangerous. Be:
watre_then, how you entrust the Bible, indiscrimi
nately, to the myltitude, and then abandon them
1o the licentious glusses of their own wild imagina-
ons.
“ Oral iustruction should beused to a conside
able extent, in teaching them Christianity.  Then
oral instruction should be aided by summary views
of the doctrines of our religion; plainly weritten)
cleatly arranged, and extracted from the Scri
tures by men of sound heads and hauest hearts.
Interesting narratives, arounded on scripture hi
tory, written with clearness and elemance, and
leading to some useful woral, or illustrating: some
important doctrine. should be put into their hands!
Select extracts from the Seriptures themselves
with short explanatory notes, and an oceasional
paraphrase, may be judiciously introduced into
the poor man’s hbrary.—If hie «has the Bible, such
works may guard him against the wild ‘licention
JlFssof interpretation; ifhe has not, they may make
Lim a meek and peaceable Christian, instead of 3
turbulent and dangerous enthusiast, Zfc canno
use, Le aqust alwse the Bible. Trust got fo his

v, for the important duty of collecting, exhibiting,
fexpounding, and illustrating the doctrines and pre-
epts of the sacred writings.  But et the public Le
gonce convinced, that tinkers and draymen are
ualificd to search the Scriptuics, to overcome
their difficultics, and comprehend their doctrines,
and all respeet for the clerical order is that moment
atanend. In pointof fact, accordingly we find
hat the more enthusiastic sects cither have no spi-
fritual teachers at all, or none regularlyeducated for
he ministry.  The Scriptures, they conceive, have
w0 difficulties, for them: they do not stand in need
of human interpreters; they derive their know-
fledge from o higher and purer source than any
Bearthly teacher  Nay some enthusiasts, soaring
bove their fellows, or rather arguing more correct-
lv, have rejected the Bible itsclf; as unnecessary 1)
men favoured with immediate revelation.
“But werethe Bible as easy as it is difficul
still it would be a work of charity to condense its
qust receive the mostimportant truths, as in m octrinesinto ashort and well atranged system,
icine, faw, morality, physics, and mathematics,$and spare the bewildered peasant the labor of push-
fat second hand—on the authority of those who ing his researches throughso vasta volume, and
derive them from the fountain head.  With res-gsuch multifarious matwer, for the purpose of collect-
pect to Christian knowledge, the same process has,jiing and arranging for himself. 2 is cruel fo set
in general, been obseived; and where it has beenfRhim adrif?, in his own little dark, on the immensc
eparied fromn in any cousiderable degree, socictyfocean of divine revelation, without stay or compasa
has been shaken toits centre, o guide him. An educated man, unacquainted
* ¢ The great trivinphs of Christianily over HeaJRWith revelation, may obtain a clearer view of the
thenismn, Idolatry, and lufidelity, have been achiev.Jivhole Christian scheme from a small duodecim.
ed, in all ages, by rreacuinG the Scripture, by ex-J§volune, read ina few hours, than he can from the
pounding the Scriprure, by pressing its momentousfbible inas many months. This holds incompara-
ths, with the clearness and encrgy oforal lus-JPW stronger with respect to the uneducated pea-
tration, on the attention of a reluctant, and unbe-Jsatt; fromsucha work he wonld derive more re-
bieving world.  But no histery records any consi-Jiigious tkeowledge ina few days, than he could
erable conquest over Heathenism or Mahome-Jifrom the Bible during his whole life.
tanism, by the mere instrumentality of the Bible;

" % The truih is,the Bible is already too mue-
. fact strongly corroborative of the position, ¢ thatfliread by Protestant peasants, and too much neplect~
he Seriptures are hard to be understood.” The Ia

d by Protestant Gentlemen. Among the latter,
commission which the Apostles received from theirflfaccordingly, we find that houor istoo frequently
Divine Master was; ¢ Go, PrEscn thE GosPEL rofRsubstituted for morality, etiquette for relimion, ma-
EVERY CRESTURE D 1ot a word about circulating@ devorion

. ! ‘ cfllming for reflection, and gallantry for devotion.
the Bible with or without note or comment.  AndfThe Sportsman’s Calendar is read; the novel de-
though the Scriptures were translated into various

h ‘ oured; the play admircd ;5 the Bible mercly tolea
fanguages, in the carly ag:s of the Christian church,firated.  ‘Thus, religious ignorance, which should
we have reason to think they were designed fo

. ) only be found among the beasts that perish, rises
fhe use of belicvers, not of wabehievers—for per-Jin spite of the arossness of its nature, into th(; high-
sons already converted to christianity; not for thosefllest ranks of fashion, from which it sheds its hl'g?\{-
who yet remained to he converted. It the circu-Jing influence on all the subordinate classes. Wh
lationof the Biblewere the right mode of convert-a perverse and inconsistent being is man! - Those
xi_xg the Heathen, may we not be permitted to sup-gwhocan wnderstand the Bible, seldomread it, oo
pose, that, in the arrangement of Providence, theg@content themselves with recommending itto those
invention of printing would have preceded the who"cmmot;.wlulc those to whom it is recommeng-
promulgation of Christianity, as this circulationfed, often read it with avidity, seldom understau®
might thusbe cheaply, casily, and rapidly cffected: i'g, and gencrally pervertit to their own destruc.
especially, as God could have as casily annexed mi-Jtion!”

aculous powers to the sacred \'?lumc, as o thef This sagacious observer of ©the signsof times™
gersl())ns of the .Apos}lcs: Hence 1t cansca reely b is not afiaid to avow hisopinions, e thinks that
cz:\;:};l;aszg?i;l;:g is the appointed way for theflihe labours o-f‘ the B-iblc Society will .pr.oduce at
¢ ome less fruit than is expected, orfivit in abun-
“In truth, itis priocipally because the Scrip-fidance, but of a poisonous quality; and will be M~
tures are very voluminous, and very difficult, thatfimostunproductive abroad sthat it may be fainy
i heeessity aroseof instituting a distinet order oifidoubted whether their distribution of Bibles will.
nen, prepared by long discipline, and severe stu- _'i‘itsdf; promote, in any sensible deprec; the cop®
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own reason, his private judgment; he has none; o
which is'suflicient for my argument, he has not
nough, and therefore the  Bible should not be in-
ustriously put into his hands, because it is 100
wbscure for his rude understanding.  ‘This is thel
onclusion to which we are equally hurried, whe-
ther we consider the antiquity of the sacred  wri
tings; their figurative language; their orienta!
idioms 3 their highly diversified style; their sub
ject matter; the important ends aaswered by thei
obscurity; the analogy of the divine dispensations;
THE NUMEROUS SECTS INTO WHICH CHRISTIANS HAVE
BEEN REXT; the torrents of finaticism, which have)
swept away civil and religious establishments,
while all these sects, and all these fanatics ap
weal to Scripture for a vindication of their opiniong
Band « justificatiun of their atrocities.
“The bulk of mankind must be content to glean
ap their information from others. They canuo
pproach the great sources of knowledge. They
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