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Its Plonary Infalidle Inspiration,
and us Personal Eaperiment of
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Chrae. By the Rev. GEURGE B.
CHEEVER, D.D., 12mo, pp. axxiv.
445- New York. A. C. Atmstrong
& Son. Toronto . Wm. Briggs.

Dr. Cheever is best known to
Canadian readers by his admurable
“ Lectures on the F.lgnm’s Pro-
gress.” After long silence he again
appears n print and gives us his
matured thought upon a very impor-
tant subject. In the present volume
he tlings down the gage of battle to
every rationalizng interpreter of
God'’s revalation of His will to man.
He yields not a jot to'the destruc-
tive criticism of Kuenon, Rubertson
Smuth, Dr. Newton, or any others of
their class. He proclaims “the in-
fallible, unalterable inspiration and
certainty, incapable of diminu-
tion,” of the Bible , and appeals to
its demonstration in our own soul’s
experience and to its fruits in our
daily life—the faith 1t inspires and
produces working by love, purifying
the heart, and overcoming the
world. We believe that this is the
ultimate appeal which even the
caviller and skeptic cannot gainsay.
“ It any man will do His will,” said
Christ, * he shall know of the doc-
trine, whether it be of God, or
whether I speak of myself.”

Our author likens the Bible to a
watch, of which Christ is the main-
spring, and of which the minutest
parts are essential to the whole.
“ It cannot be supposed,” he says,
‘ that God would leave His attri-
butes at the mercy of human beings
to be described in language or style
of their own choice or invention.
Therefore, pasa graphe theop-
neustos—all Scripture 1s mspired
of God, 1s God-breathed, for man’s
eternal salvation, and is infallible
through Jesus Christ.”

Such is the scope and argument
of the book, and it i1s sustained by
smuch reasoning with regard to the
solemn eschatological words of
Scnpture, which stand for death, the
grave, and the world to come. He
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asserts that later classical meantngs
have been too largely conferreq
upon primary Hebrew words, or a5
he eapresses it, “the droppings of
Homer’s genius have become sta.
lactites tu hold up the mythologica)
caves of Pluto;” whereas, the
rather, he contends, Hebrew chought
carried the heavenly light anq
teaching into the Greek ming,

We think Dr. Cheever on the
whole, too much of a literalist, ang
in his exposition too rhetorical ip
style for accurate definition, Byt
his book, by its grand confidence, is
very inspiring,and even his literalism
is infinitely preferable to that reck.
less criticism which eviscerates the
Word of Life.
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Prayer 15 a very important part of
public worship, and 15 the vital
breath of personal piety, Yet often
the infinite possibilites of prayer
which might “lft the Churck to
heights of usefulness and power
hitherto unknown,” are only inade-
quately realized, The compiler has
gwven us 1n this volume, as the title
pages expresses 1t, *“ a carefulandex-
haustive analysis of the prayers of
the Old and New Testaments, and
of all passages relating to prayer, 1o
which the duty, conditions, grounds,
umes, places, encouragements, and
advantages of prayer are system
atically presented.” The whole is
topicaily grouped and thoroughly
indexed. By the study of the sub-
ject thus facilitated, our prayers
may become more Scriptural, more
spintual, more acceptable to
and more profitable to ourselves
than they often are.

Through pressure of other dutis
we havegbegn unable to finish the
review of Brace’s Gesta Christi
which we began in last number. We
will complete it as soon as posst



