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was lined for three or four miles with dense masses of people,
Jmost all clad in the national brown, dark-cloth robes. The
Wavuma meanwhile kept their eyes on Sekebobo, and from the
qmmit of their mountain island discerned wbat was about to
12 done; and to frustrate this, if possible, or at least to gather
booty, they hastily manned one hundred canoes or thereabouts,
and darted out like so many crocodiles.

A hundred canoes against three hundred and twenty-ive was
nther an unequal contest, and so the Wavun:... thought, for as
the fleet of Mtesa approachied in a compact, toleratly wsil-
aranged mass, the Wavuma opened their line to right and left,
and permitted their foe to passthem. The Waganda, encouraged
§ 1y this sign, began to cheer, but scarcely had the first sounds of
wlf-gratulation escaped them when the Wavuma paddles were
wen to strike the water with foam, and, lo! into the midst of the
mass from either dank the gallant islonders dashed, sending dis-
pay and consternation into the whote Uganda army.

Apause of two or three days without incident followed the
B rival of Sekebobo’s legion and Mtesa’s fleet. Ther Mtesa sent
t for me, and was pleased to impart scwe of his ideas on the
BB probable issue of the war to me, in something like the following
B vords :—* Stamlee, I want your advice. All white men are very

§ dever, and appear to know everything. I want to know from
you what you think I may expect from this war. Shall T have
victory or not ? It is my opinion we must be clever, and make
headwork to take this island.”

_ Smiling at his naive, candid manner, I replied that it would
M :quire a prophet to be able to foretell the issue of the war, and
that T was far from being & prophet; that headwork, were it the
B .ot in the world, could not take the Island unassisted by valour.
I He then said, “I know that the Waganda will not fight well
on the water ; they are not acenstomea to it. They are always
victorious on land, but when they go in canoes, they are afraid
of being upset ; and most of the warriors come from the interior,
B aud do not know how to swim. The Wavuma are very expert
& it the water and swim like fish. If we could devise some means
totake the Waganda over to the island without risking them in
the canoes, I should be sure of victory.”
B I replied, “You have men, women, and children here in this
B «@up as numerous as grass. Command every soul able to walk
totake up & stone and cast into the water, and you will make a



