
1(Jrmtian Culture. O

Ioveth je born of God, and l<noweth God. Re that loveth not knoweth
not God ; for God ie love."

Love, therefore, is the dominant, the essential, the vital pr 5 ù~l f the
religion of the Gospel. With this root-principle, even the ignoranim and
the rude have the life of Christ, aild they will grow up into Him, iii al
things and ho conformed to Hie likeness, but without thie germn of life. al
else muet perish and be esot out.

This is the general truth of the New Testament, but the particular teach-
iug of the text ie that the larger the life, and povers, and resources domin-
ated by the principle of love, the nobler ie the spiritual development, and
tiie more full of blessing to the world. It je very true that a man May be
in gorod health without hie limbe, and that he may have hande and feet and
yet be heipless from weakness or disease ; but true physical well-being is.
not realized in either of these cases, but only in the man whose body îe at
once sound and perfect. In like manner, a man may ho a true Christian,
notwithstanding gross ignùrance and rudenees, whule he inay have ne true
spiritual if e though learned and refined. Yet the ideal of spiritual well-
being je not realized in either of these cases, but rather in the man whose
posibilities of knowledge and culture are developed, and whose love
aheunde more and more, consecrating body, soul and spirit to the glory of
God hie Saviour and the good of hie brother mîn. Such a spiritual mani-
hood as this has net onîy a heart, but also hande and feet.

This je the original idea of Christian culture. I have no new ideal for-
you. Eighteen centuries have paseed since St. Paul set forth this ideai ini
hie prayer for the people whom he seems to have loved the moet. The
times have changed since then, but human nature je the same ; its need je
ti.e rme, and in our own day aud ail along the ages it bas been proved
that in the apprehension of the grace of God in Christ Jesus our Lord,
there is the Bame power to lift men from their loweet, degradation, snd to

jexait their higyhest accomplishm-ents and attainments, and change thèm. as.
the water into the wine.

This je the ideal of life I would present to you ou this occasion, so full
of intereet in our college life ; thie je the prayer that will follow you fromn
your A4Lia Mater and from. ail -who love you beet. It would not give us,
pleasure to know that yen had, ench one of you, a giant's strength, if
w~e thougoht yeuwoulduse it ]ike agiant. It wouldnot give us pleasure to
)<new that you had, each one of you, an inheritance of millions, if we-
feared you would use it in selfishnese and 1self-indulgence, to oppress the
p)oor and pamper your ewn luets. And we would have but smaîl satisfac-
tion in thinking of the knowledge and culture you have gained in your
student years, were it not for the good hope that you wili use your superior
advantagee in the superior service of mankindand .to .the .gTeater glery of
the God of love.

The wvorld ivas neyer in greater need than it is to-day of the help that,
only men who are at once wiee, and strong, sud loving, can give. The age
seeme to he on the verge cf dissolution or of regeneration ; the eld heavens,
and the old earth seem about te pass away. If this should be in strife and
blood, it will be because love will net abound. But whether it be by
reî'olution or by evolution, that changes corne aud the old heavens and old,
earth pase away, be it yours by every good word and work te help un the
new heavens and the new earth, viheroin dwelleth rigliteousness. Men
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