- tho Mission Bavd' that the Lord
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crated our childebn to the living God, 16t s now léad
.thein to Him all the days of -theik lives ; lob tis tike the
iroparkbion of their youii Heatts 6ile fitit ahd most de-
ightful duty. Then shall -diir ot livéd glorify our
Fathor in heaven, and the little ones, like 8awmual, will
grow nnd minister before the Lord. ]

SPVONNEEE

Misslori Binds,

. BY MES, J, D. FREEMAN.

The firat point upon which I wish to touth is the Aim
of the Mission Band. )

As 1 doncgive of it, tho aim of thé Mission Band is s
high and noble one: It is ot meérely to teach a number
of children to recite misdionary poetry and asing mission-
ar{ hymus, although it intlades these things within its

pheré and will doubhless prove of great advantage to the
oung in that diredtion. Nor is the aim of tho Mission

and siiply & MonetAry one ; its'purpdse has not been
. accomplished when it Hd3 suocvoded in contributing an
amount of monvy, however large. it mh{ be, to the funds
of our Various missionnry societies. Of corse a Mission
Band rightly managed will raiss money sud a good deal
of it, too, axlour urer can tebtify. Yet it is well-
knowh that thb monoy raised for any given objeet does
not always yepresent love -for that object on the part of
those who have giveh it,-add- this ih true of moncy
raikod in Mimsion Bands. “Take for inktatdo the case
whore tho clildren dre’ placed in competition with each
othet for tho-parposs of ¢ollectihg money. I graht that
f-ou may, raise & luige ambunt in that way, perhaps a
arger than in agy othet, yot you will be doing moré
thereby tu feed the vahity of the children, than to stimu-
late theit love for Miions, far the com
ossentfilly o selfish epirit. THo childrén shauld be
taught to give—thero can be no doubt df that—but it is

self-giving not metely money-giving that we wish them to

learn ; Tthink that little gir! had the right ilea, who,
aftor listeriing to her pastor proach upon the subject of
ivirig ourdelves to the Loid;-said to the man who pia
‘her theolleotion vlate, **a'little lower, pleaso, 1 wany/to
pizt mynelf in,"”
This 1é4ds mo to edy that thd grand

Band'work should bo to arouse the missionary apirit in-

the heatis of'the children. Let the truo missionary spirit

o . tips of your toes. So mang‘and Bo

titive apirit is-

In the second place, I would like to.say a fow words
touchitip Upon Prevequisites for the Wo:}.v If you think
of engiging in Mission Band work, the/ first thing you
will need is the Misiiofi Barid fever. If you héven't got.
it, cateh it | Associate With soma one wha hag it, and you

" will be morally cortain to take it, and while you are
. about it, -get-a severe attack, enough to last o life-

time, and give you some to spare tor pther people
to. You will want this fever on yout brain and
heart and tongue, and to the ends of your fingers-and
eat .pro the dis-

couragements in this work, that you will need to b -brim-

+{ull of enthusinsm-all the time.  Perhaps you will.mest .

your greatest obstacles at the beginning of the work. Ar
organization’ invarinbly provokes opposition, frequently
from those.who should be its friends and helpers. Thero
are many people in our churches who feel a pious con. -
cern for. the welfare of the heathen, but when you talk
of forming & Mission Band, they will have just as many -
ious objections againat it. If you have the Miasion
and fever, howevor, you will be able to go right along
unchilled by the coldness of those around you. .
The next thing necessary is associates in the Work.
One catinot make o success of Mission Bands working
slone. You may, perhaps, if you are a whale host in
.x,‘x;)um'élf. If you have exccutive ability and can preside
at tho meetings, if you have time to look up the material
for the monthly programmes, if you can teach the chil-
dren to reoite and ming,-if you can cempose a dialogue or
itation, wheh ion’ di de and to do a scare of
other thinga connected with the work, then you may got
Alohig pretty well alone, but very few are blessed with
such a diversity of gifta—it takes at least, two or thres
ordinary people to make the work a success, and you-can
always find one or more ih every church who would make
efficlent workers in this direction if they would once coim:
it themselves to it. Search them out and divide the -
labor with them. ’
. An a

about Organizi If you should ask
ow to organizd\p Mission Baud,, I would ssy just go
ahéad and organize. \Call the children together and tako -
thionames of those whdrare willing to become members,
thén appoint your officer? and the Mission Baud is or-
ganized. There is one encouraging feature about organ-
1zifig, you ake almost certain to have the ohildren with
you; they are generally ready to become members of any

be thete and'we' shall kave all the nioney tb offer from
will own or bléss.
Permit me to'ssy just hére that’ in' my estimation the
wmidslotfAry spifit can oﬂw be atouséd bﬂ imparting wis:
sionaty inte o, o shoild seek ocontinually to
place beforb the okiildren the actiil stabo of the heithén
winld, wé should strive to' maké them realize something
of tho'ssd'condition of the Chrlitléxs millions who are
dying every year without a hope of heaven. Wa should
make thom acquhinted with their own missioNaries, their
usmes, theit' flelds: of labor; thit wotk, the difficultios
withwhich they have to' cohtéMd alid hdw. they are
hamypeted bytheir 14bk of hilpbrs Lot thetif know what
tritvnphs hivé bdaty’ won ‘sliasHy in the fiold of mission-
aty oitbefptiss; and how niiioh Tafiin o bo abboiplinhed.
Missionkty htelligencs is'the fuel of missionary ardot.
Any onthusissm aroused apart from this wotild bo ke a
fira‘of shavings, which'flathes fot a mothent 'add theh ex-
piren; bot-the fuel -of misiorary’ intelligetits: lnid #\m
the altdr of youhR huAtts atd sét” ablize by ‘the Holy
Spirlt will burn eteadily and brijlitly to the glory of the
Gdd of Mia;iunu.

ociety, and you can easil gunuade them to join the
Band. Yournext work w;[vl e to find out who can'read,
recita and sing, so that they may be utilized in making
the fiiture mietings of the Mission Band succesaful, . The
great point is, of course, to give every momber somethin,
to do. Dou't be too hard to please! Let every chilg
td\('e,apg part ho is willing to take, no matter how little
ability he may have ; if they make falae estimates of their
powers at first, time will rectify the mistakes. Remember.
that willingness will be worth far more to you than dever-
ness, and loving hearts than oily longues. o

And hero T'may say that you will find it possible to
bring others beside the little children into the work of
the' Band. The Band ochoir will make a-place for the
larger boya and girls, and their presence will be an en-
courag b to tﬁg ¥y 8. :

1 bolieve a larger number of our churchgs should have
Mission Bands. It may not always be possible in ‘countglyl.
places whore the children are widoléaae arited, though
wo find s6mo of our most, successful-Bands in connection
with tbuntry churches. In every villuge and town; how-
% wheté ¢hildren ean conveniently be assembled, the,

iohi ‘Bafid ‘sHould find a place provided its work is



