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THE CHOLERAR SCHARHE.

The amount of balderdash—we coan
use no milder expression~indulged In
of late by many of the nowspapers and
Governmants, both here and in the
States, regeiding cholera and the me-
thods to be adopted to prevent its ob-
taining o foothold on this side of the
Atlantic, is simply astounding. One
would ‘think the journalists and Gov-
crnment officlals were o parcel of
school girls giving way to bhysterlcs,
from &heer fright, and utterly incep-
able of taking »n calm view of che situ-
ation. That the epidemic has pre-

1 vailed badly in Russia is unquestion-
: able, aggravated no doubt by fomine

and the low condition o! the populace
consequent therecy, and it has alkc
reached Hamburg, Lut west of that
the desease, as an epidemic, does not
appear to have spread. One or two
doubtful cases have been reported in
England, but st~h were strictly con-
{ined to the patients who had landed
Irom lafectious partg, Our views re-
garding quarantining cholera huve al-
ready been expressed, and the Londun
“ Lancet,” 10 mean authority, states
boldly ‘that with proper sanitary ar-
rangements, Do count.y will find quar-
antine necessary for cholern. Precisely
what we have ourselves contended ; the
safeguard of any community Irom
cliolero lles within and not without,
and this is substantiated by the facts
stated above with respect to the dis-
ease in England where there is prac-
tically no quarantine, Cholera, we re-
peat, is not a personally contageous
disrase.  There s  another feature
which our alarmists appear to over-
lok, pamely, that cholera can oaly
¢sist when the atmosphere is above 70
degrees  fabrenbeft, so that Canada
under ordinary circumstances need not
frar a visit during this year. Yet In

- spite of all this there are tltose who

shriek out for a quarantine, which will
stop immigration and seriously inte?-
fere with trade, while in New York the
treatment of passengers arriving is
justly stigmatized by an English paper
as simply brutal. The actlon of our
own government and that of our neigh-
bours Is not the result of wise deliber-
ation, but merely the outcome of
elildish panic arlsing from ignorance.
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Cholern is the oltspring of dirt and
is nourfshed by dirt, tp?rctoro cleanif-
ucss ‘and perfect wiuitnry arconge-
ments are the weapons te cope with
it, but Canadu or tho States might as
well try to kesp out an easterly wind
from ‘tthelr suqres as to quarantine
cliolern sbould the disease cross the
Atlantle,

‘We are glad to notlce that there are
one or two of our journals who have
not jolued in the hysterical howlings
o! their contemporaries, and we truse
the latter before long will recover thelr

reason.
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GHHRHGTER SKETCHES.
No. 16, OUR PLUMBER.

Our Plumber is o mighty man; he
is also a terrible man. He is the first,
because he knows in his strengtu that
you caunot do without him, and he
is the second from the way !n which
he uses that strength. Whut house-
holder has not some time or other
‘squi‘rmed” under the power of Our
Plumber? A lady tells her husband
at breakfasy that there is a leak in
one of the pipes, and he replies that
e <clll send Our Plumber us at once

to put it right, How that wretched
houscholder anathematizes the day
when Our ®Jumber first crossed his
ihreshold ig painful to contemplate Tt
is now about two years since, yet Onr
Plumber I8 still a constant visitor.
The leak, which was in the kitchen,
wag gpeedily stopped, but strange to
say another made {ts'appearance in the
bathroom Jjmmediately afterwards, and

)

¥
then a thi™] upon tuc top flat, Mr,
Brown (the houscholder) found calling
round at Our Plumbér's growln} ' a
tritle monotonous, so he enquired
whethet it would not bo possible to
make oune thorough job and have done
with t. Certainly it would by having
ar entirely new pipe, was the reply.
Tuis was accomplished, Brown belng
deprived of his bath for one mornlug
water having to be stored in pitchers
all over the house. Stil the work be-
ing finlshed, husband and wife breathed
a prayer of thankfulnéss as they laid
thelr heads on their pillows, and Out:
Plumber took bis depurture with his
tools, and a smile, as Brown told him
e was glad to sec his back. The house
had been scoured down and made nico
and comfortable once more, when a
man {rom the Water Works Department
called in and pointed out that two of
the taps dripped and must be repaired,
It was then that Brown first lost con-
trol of his temper and swore, *“ Haing
It1” ne cried, only he used & very much
worse expression, “since we firat had
Our Plumber in the house we have
scarcely had a week’s peace. * Perhaps
that is because he does not empioy lils
men by ‘ plece ' work,” sald his wite at-
tempting a mild Jjoke, though ler
heart too was sick., The taps were 'm;'-
paired, and then—- but why go on?
Our Plimber copntinues to pay his pet-
jodical visits and his bills eyme in
with the regularity of taxes, so that
by this time Brown 18 becoming re-
signed to his fate, and Is calculating
the average annual sums e must set
aside to go into Our Plumber's pucket,
ju * as though it were a life Insurance
premium.

We do not think ‘the above esample
overdrawn or exc:ptional, and this is
why we call Owr Plumber a mighty
and terrible man. He invades youn
castle,. and having effected an-entrance
“all the king’s horses and all the
King's men" will pever put.Cur Plum-
ber out agaia, )

‘The Players’ Company at the Queen’s
Theatre, Monday, 26th September.
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One of the _.pupﬂs ot Misy Stone, the

well known teacher of painting, Miss

Gwendoline Mitehell, has won the prize
at tha Exhiblition for China paintings.
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