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of permanent rmaonîey *uidue and productiveness
to the bleak anud inhoeitable elevations of the
Scottish Highiands. No doubt but several of
the wastes of the old country are susceptible of
profitable improvemaent, but in general the sanie
amount of capital and ibour bestowed on the
naturally rich levet lands of Canada would, in
the long run, be attended by mueli larger profits.
The generally prosperous condition of our Scot-
tish settlers is a suflicient proof of the correct-
ness of this observation.

To effeet an entire change ia the present state
of the Highlands, Mr. Mackay suggests several
conditions, ail more or less important aids for
ltinmate success. The abolition of the laws of
Eaitil, ini-reased faciiities for the transfer of
land, and the encouragement of r 'ilways by
Governnent, partly by pecuniary aid, and also
by icnoring and repudiuting all exorbitant claims
of damages by individuai propretors and cor-
porate bodies, rettarkingr that, " It is too bad
that railway compainies should in these days be
unider the neeessity of buying up the good %% iii
of overy smali proprietor whobu may on the most
trivial pretotice threaten ojpusitionii. If Paria-
ment cîaspd t listen tu sucl claims, railway
companies would not huaive to fear their oppo.
sition. and would he satved tihose leaîvy 'dou-
ceurs' which so eripriv the aesources and swal-
lnw i the right fIl udivideids of the undea takmuags.
Parb-innt listens to these ai sutd claims, and
ta this faet we are further indebted four tne ex-
paisive deviations fromn the simplest line whiub
we so nften s"e. If two lines aie equally eusy
of oistructiona, or iearly so it is, (if course, the
dut of a railway company to selett. that wlihela
may he least offensive t, the taste or preju-
dice of the proprietor through whosu laînd the
linA passes. But it is surely unlftar., oa the other
hand, that the necessities of the public should
be keopt in subordnation t> the caprice or whim
of anyhody vio chooses to pout himself in their
way.

"Tai the Iigllands especially, railways are a
beneit to all classes, and to none so muclh as to
the landowners throuzh whose property the lines
pass; so that thon very mention of damages
teems ridiculous, when the advantages are so
great andso self evident. Such are te benetfits
restltinz to the landed interest from railway
communication, that instead of anticipatin Z
claims for damuazes, on the score of affecting the
amenity of residences, or the revenue of ordinary
roarl trusts, and such like, we might rather ex-
peet the landholders to coae forward. offering
their lands, free of ail charge to any company
who would under alke to supply them with sueli
a boon as a railway. The grounds on whieh
these claima for compensation are made are se
utterly untenable that we only wonder that they
have ever been given effect to.

" We hearè not long ago of a proprietdr ex-
acting damages ou account of having the aieniity
of bis residence disturbed by the passing of a
railway on the opposite side ofa broad navigable
river 1 The Inverness and Aberdeen Junction
Railway, on equally good grounds, hasahad to
pay heavily for anticipated dnaiage to the
trade and revenue of the Findhorn Bridge ! And
why has it not to compensate the steumboat
cempainies along the coast for the presuned loss
uf traille they wili sustain ? Why are not all the
common carriers aîlonag the rond comipensated
for their loss? Are there not vested interests
ait stake in these cases as well us in the other?
It will be difficult to deline the hmit to which
the principle, when admitted at ail, is to be con-
fined."

Are the Long-Woolled Sheep of Tweedeide
Pure Léicesters ?

BY JORN WILSo, Earhoos MAiEs, BEtwICK-
silnaß.

Happening a sbsart tinie ago to meet with an
acquailntance who is a lreeder of Leicester sherp,
our cnnversation turned upon the discussioni
whieh iaid taken place last year, first at Kelso
and aftrwards in Edinburgh, upon the proposal
whiph had been made to haie in future two
distinct elasses of LeiZester shcép at the Shows
o f the Highlanad Society. This naturally enough
led to the question which I have plaed ait the
top of the communication. As the genitleman
referred to si ened muLh interested by soe
facts whieh I then adduced in support of the
affirmitive of this question, and expiessed the
opinion th-tt they would be equally interesting
to n-my others, I an induced to give them
publicity.

Ail i ho take an interest in this question are
aware thait the proposal referred to above was
made with the view of obviating the veiy great
disstisflhetion which has a2an and again been
produced by the way in which the premiums for
Leicester sheep have heen awardedat the Shows
of the Highland and Agricultural Society of
Scotland. The Directors of that Society, with
the Iudable motive of avoiding partiality, or
even the appearance of it, have usually endeav-
oured to procure judYes wholly unconnected
with the district in wvh;h their Show is held,
and have frequently obt.ained a portion of themu
from the nidland couties of England. Wha
the latter claws of judges have been a majority,
as at the last Show at 3erwiek, they have with
perfect consistency awarded the prizes in every
instance either to sheep from the south, or failing
these, to such as approaclîd the nearest to the
English type. And so it has hapnened that the
Border sheep, although Lonstitutinmz the vast
m-jority in point of numbers, have been
entirely ignored, and the prizes have been-given
to animalts yhieh, in the opinion of near.


