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of permanent monay rzlue and productiveness
1o the bleuk urd inhospitable elevations of the
Seottish Highiands, No doubt but several of
lhe wastes of the old country are susceptible of
profitable improvement, but in general the same
amount of capital and 1iour bestowed on the
nalurally rich level lands of Cunada wouwld, n
the long run, be uttended by much larger profits,
The generally prosperous condition of vur Scot-
tish settlers is u suflicient proof of the correct-
ness of this observation,

To effect an entive change iu the present state
of the Hishlands, Mr. Muckay snggests several
conditions, all more or less impurtant uids tor
wimate success. The abolition of the laws ot
Entuil, increased fuciiities for the transfer of
land, and the encourngement of rilways by
Covernment, partly hy pecuniary aid, and alse
by urnoring and repudiating all exorbitans claims
of damages by individual proprietors and cor-
porate hodies, rewmarking that, “It is too bad
that railway companies should in these days be
wder the necessity of buying up the woud witl
of every small proprietor who may o2 the most
trivial pretence threaten oppusition, It Parii
ment e>ased to listen to such claums, railway
companies would not have to fear their uppu-
sition. and would be saved thuse heavy ¢ dou-
ceurs’ which so eripple the 1esources and swal-
low up the righiful dividends of the undertakings.
Parlrument listens to these al surd claims, and
to this fact we are further indebted fur the ex-
pusive deviations from the simplesi line which
weso often see. It two lines aie equally eusy
of canstraetion, or nearly so itis, of course, the
dutv of a railway company to select that which
may he least offensive to the taste or preju-
dice of the proprietor through whose land the
line passes. ~ But it is surely unfair, onvhe other
hand, that the necessities of the public should
be kent in subnrdination to the caprice or whum
of anybody who chouses te put himself in their
way. .

“In the Highlands especially, railways are a
benefit to all classes, and to none so mach as to
the landowners through whose property the lines
pass; so that the very mention of damages
rems ridiculous, when the advantases are so
great andso self evident., Such are the benefits
resultiny to the landed interest from railway
communication, that instead of anticipatiny
claims for damages; on the score of affecting the
smenity of residences, or the revenue of ordinary
toadtrusts, and such like, we mizht rather ex.
pect the landholders to come forward, offering
their lands, free of all charge to any enmpany
#ho would under ake to supply them with such
aboon ay a railway. The grounds on which
these claims for compensation are made ave 80
uterly untenable that we only wonder that they
have ever been given effect to.

)

“ We heard' not long ago of a proprietdr ex-
acting dumages on account of having the amenity
of his residence disturbed by the passing uf &
railway on the opposite side of'a broad navigable
tiver]' The Tnverness aud Aberdeen Junction
Railway, on equally good grounds, has.had to
pay heavily for anticipated damage to the
trade and revenue of the Findhorn Bridge! And
why has 1t not to compensute the steamboat
companies along the coust for the presumed loss
of traflic they will sustain?  Why are not ull the
comsmun carriers along the rond compensated
for their Joss? Are there not vested interests
i stake in these cases as well s in the other?
It will be difficult 1o define the hmit to whick
the principle, when admitted at all, is to be con-
fined.”

Are the Long-Woolled Sheep of Tweedzide
Pure Léicesters ?

By Joun Wiisox, Ennveroy Maiss, BErwick-
SHIRE.

Happening a_short time ago to meet with an
acquaintance who is a breedes of Leicester sheep,
our eonversation turned upon the discussions
which had taken place last year, first at Kelso
and afterwards in Edinburgh, upon the proposal
which had been made to have in future two
disrinet classes of Leicester sheep at the Shows
of the Highland Society.  This naturally enough
led to the question which I have placed ut the
top of the communication. As the gentleman
veferred to siemed much interested by sume
facts which I then adduced ia support of the
affirmntive of this question, and expressed the
opinion that they would be eyually interesting
to miny others, I am induced to give them
publicity. .

All vho take an interest in this question are
aware that the proposal referred to abuve was
made with the view of obviating the veiy great
dissatisfaction which hus azam and again been
produced by the way in which the premiums for
Leicester sheep have heen awarded at the Shows
of the Highland and Agricultural Society of
Scotland. The Directors of that Society, with
the laudable motive of avoiding partiulity, or
even the appearance of if, have usually endeav-
oured to procure judres wholly unconnected
with the district in which their Show is held,
and have frequenily obtained a portion of them
from the midland counties of England. When
the latter class of judges have been a majority,
as at the last Show at Berwick, they have with
perfect consistency awarded the prizes in every
nstance either to sheep from the south, or failing
these, to such as approached the nearest to the
Buglish type.  And s0 it has happened that the
Border sheep, although constituting the vast
m~jority in point  of numbers, have been
entirely ignored, and the prizes have been.given
to animals 'vhich, in the opinion of near.



