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principles of Land drainage and its effects bet-
ter understood, by the majority of our farmers,
greater <x-rtions vould be m ide by them, to
put their farns in a bitter position, in regard
to this most inpbrtant n ork in connexion
withl ag,iculture.

It is now ab ut 10 years since the first
drain tiles were raadc in tiii part of the coin-
try; they vMere made by band at the Bowmian-
ville pottery, and we:re used by John Smart,
Esq., on his fa in at Port D.irlingtow,and
after a fair t. ial, lie fcund them to be the best,
alti,.oh not the ch ape-t material for that
purpose at that time. And although he hal
previtusly d.itindcti with cedar to a consider-
able extent, still by tLking into account
the diflerence in the durability, le ad pt-
ed the tiles in prefereince tlie cedar,
and continued to use lhen for a number
of years, u til lie cl.anged the nature of
his fai m fromî :lat of a wet cold clay,
which lie could never begin to labour in
spring until it was aliost too late to
sow, and in cousequienuce of which the crops
were very oftei i usted :nd almost vorthless,
to that of a ricli ine!low clay, vhiclh can
scarcely be equal d in this section of the
country for producing any kind of crops. In
regard to thle cedar diains ivlich I have
stated Mr. Smiart liad constructed fifteen or
twenty years ago, tliey now cave mnoie or less
every year, and will sooi be useess altogether.

I amn aware that sone persons will scarcely
think it possible, but if is nevertheless truc,
that 1 l.ave examinud the drains and found
the cedar in ianiy places completely de-
cayed, by iviat is teimed dry rot, not by wet
rot, as it would be uahost natural ta suppose,
and in many placvs nothing now remains to
tiphld the soi, and the drains are frequently
being brolken tit ough even by an mals passing
over them. So mauch tlien f-r cedar drains.-

The next gentleman whio commenced drain
ing operations after Mr. Smart was the Hon.
S. Simapson, a getlem:an of high standing and
of considerable energy and abi.itv, w ho have
ingbecone poss-ed tf a nicely situated farm
in the vicinity of Bowmanville, detarnined to
nmake itsecoid to none in this country, either
as to its general appearince, or capainhity of
producing crop:. But finding nany por--
tions of it cold and wet, in consequence of
wbich.it would niot, produce good crops, he i
determin'îed to commence draining ; and in or-
der to obtain diain tiles at a chbeaper rate,
than they could be nade for, by band, lie

was the means of importing the first mar
f r making tiles into this part of ftlie ou
since which, he bas spared no means ne
sary to put his farn (comparatiely spe
into a good state of cultivation in rega
drainage. Matliew Joness, Esq., another
minent agrici'turist in this section, lias
done inucl to improve his farm in this rese

There are many oflters whom I rc
mention who have not hesitate-1 to folie
good example in regard to this importantw
3ut suflice it, to say, that tiroiugli the e

p!e of btose gen leien whom I have men
ed, many la'e ben induced to improavei
farms by ivhat is termed partial drainage.

The gentlemen menti med were at that
consideied high farmers, and it was supp
by many, that they had more noney than
kneiv h îy to inake a good use of, and tf
was, as it were, throwing money away,r
suppositi n however lias proved erroneou
even by the snall amonuit of draining
have done, comparel with that whiclh it w
yet pay thein to cons ruct, they havee.
lished the fact, not only in the r own ni
but also in the minds of many farmers ai
theni, that it ivill pay to drain, and tha
land drained partially, the fariner can
mence operations a ivek earlier in spring
cin undrained soils. This is of itselfa
advantage when we consider the shortne
our seasons, even. were crops on drained
not more sire than on unirained land, oft
there is not the least doubt, and that the
duce is frequently fron five to ten buâhel
acre no-e in conseqnence of even p
drainig. These facts, as I have ali
stated, h ive been estal lished in lthe min
many, but I cannot say in that of a ma
of our farmers, many of whom, altiough
sessed of mean, to enable them to drait
because they cannot sece thatlhe mone
out in that way would yield them int
equal to what they are very freqy
pronised for the use of their spare f
ivill not even give it a tri ti. Many fa'
ako 1, have no doubt, nre ignorant of the
ihuat a great change takes p!ace in th
after it is cleaied of stumnps, and] tha
chenical properties forinerly exisfingi
vegetable matter become exhausted.
is a well established fact, that the sot
comes more retentive in its nature anO
more compact, consequenly ai requires -
care and attention, both as regardsna
ment, drainage, subsoiling and many
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