
P R E F'A C Es

ON prefenting this V ' olume to my Countryq it is not neceffary to'enter
into a pa"rticular a'ccount of thofe voyages whofe journals. form the prin-

part of it, as they will bc found, I truft, to ex
cipa plain thernfelves.

it appears, however, to bc a duty, which the Public have a right to
expea from me, to flate the reafons which have influenced me in

delaying the publication of them.

It bas been afferted, that a mirunderfianding between a perfon high
in office and myfelf, was the caufe of this procraftination. It has alfo

been propagated, that it was occafioned by that precaution which the

policy of commerce will fornetimes fuggeft; but-ý.they are both equally

devoid of foundation. The one is an id-le talé; and there could bc no

folid reafon for conceating the circumflances of difcoveries, whofe

arrangements and profecution were fo honourable to my affociates and

myfelf, at- whofe expence they were undertaken. The delay aélually

arofe from the very aEtive and bufy mode of -fife in which I was engaged

fince the voyages have been completed; and when, at length, the op-

portunity arrived, the apprehenfion of prefenting myfèlf to the Public

in the ch-araEter of an Author, for which the courre and occupations of
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